It is illegal to import, keep, breed, transport, sale, use, exchange or cultivate

Golden wreath wattle

Tree of heaven

Broomsedge bluestem

(Acacia saligna)

(Ailanthus altissima)

(Andropogon virginicus)

DESCRIPTION:
Dense shrub or tree 2-6 m tall
Dark green to blue-green leaves
Spherical bright yellow flowers heads

DESCRIPTION:
Tree 6-10 m tall
Leaves divided into leaflets
Small yellow flowers forming long clusters

ORIGIN:
South-western Australia

ORIGIN:
China and North Vietnam

THREATS:
Reduces native biodiversity by
competition for resources and shading

THREATS:
Produces toxins that inhibit the growth of
other plants

DESCRIPTION:
Turf-forming grass
ORIGIN:
Eastern North America to northern South
America
THREATS:
High rate of seed dispersal
Produces toxins inhibiting the growth
of others plants

Harry Rose

Balloon vine

Purple pampas grass

Perrenial veldt grass

(Cardiospermum grandiflorum)

(Cortaderia jubata)

(Ehrharta calycina)

DESCRIPTION:
Highly-branched woody vine with serrated
leaves
White flowers in groups and fruits in
inflated capsules
ORIGIN:
Africa and South America
THREATS:
Grows rapidly
Excludes light to other plants
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DESCRIPTION:
Large tuft-like grass
Dark green drooping leaves

DESCRIPTION:
Tuft-forming grass up 75 cm tall
Green to reddish-purple leaves

ORIGIN:
South America

ORIGIN:
Southern Africa

THREATS:
Forms dense stands that displace native
vegetation
Suppresses the growth of young trees

THREATS:
Forms dense clumps, reducing local plant
and invertebrate diversity

John Tann
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Senegal tea plant

Mesquite

Chinese bushclover

(Gymnocoronis spilanthoides)

(Prosopis juliflora)

(Lespedeza cuneata)

DESCRIPTION:
Perennial herb which forms rounded bushes
or mats of pale-green stems
Dark green leaves and numerous white, ballshaped flowers

DESCRIPTION:
Shrub or small tree up to 12 m high with
spreading branches with spines
Greenish-white or light yellow flowers in
cylindrical clusters

ORIGIN:
Tropical and sub-tropical America

ORIGIN:
Mexico
Central and northern South America

THREATS:
Grows rapidly
Covers water bodies with floating mats

ORIGIN:
Central-south Asia and Australia
THREATS:
Can spread through fragments
Forms pure stands that can crowd
out native species

Vine-like fern

Japanese hop

Salvinia moss

(Lygodium japonicum)

(Humulus scandens)

(Salvinia molesta)

DESCRIPTION:
Vine-like fern
Alternating fronds up to 12 cm long
ORIGIN:
Asia
THREATS:
Spreads into canopy trees and wetlands
Competes with native species
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THREATS:
Out-competes native vegetation
Produces large quantities of seeds

DESCRIPTION:
Upright plant up to 1.5 m tall
Leaves divided into 3 small leaflets
and violet to purple flowers
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DESCRIPTION:
Vine with stems up to 8 m long
Palm shaped and pale green flowers
ORIGIN:
Russia
THREATS:
Grows rapidly
Forms dense stands
Has allergenic pollen

DESCRIPTION:
Free-floating aquatic fern
ORIGIN:
South-eastern Brazil
THREATS:
Spreads within aquatic systems
Grows rapidly
High rate of vegetative reproduction

Chinese tallow

Common myna

New Zealand flatworm

(Triadica sebifera)

(Acridotheres tristis)

(Arthurdendyus triangulatus)

DESCRIPTION:
Tree up to 16 m high
Oval leaves and small yellow flowers
ORIGIN:
Southern half of China and Japan
THREATS:
Produces large quantities of seeds
Displaces native plants

DESCRIPTION:
Medium sized bird
Glossy black head and upper breast
Bright yellow bill

DESCRIPTION:
Worm with slimy flattened body up to 1
cm wide and 20 cm in length
ORIGIN:
New Zealand

ORIGIN:
Central and southern Asia
THREATS:
Competes with indigenous animals

THREATS:
Predates beneficial earthworms
populations
Impacts soil fertility

Pumpkinseed

Striped eel catfish

(Lepomis gibbosus)

(Plotosus lineatus)

DESCRIPTION:
Freshwater fish with disc-like body 18-23 cm
in length
Orange, green, yellow, or blue speckles on an
olive-coloured back
ORIGIN:
Eastern North America
THREATS:
Preys on fish eggs
High rate of reproduction

DESCRIPTION:
Marine fish with elongated brown body with two
narrow white stripes
Up to 25 cm long
ORIGIN:
Red Sea and Indo-Pacific region
THREATS:
Competes with native species
Has highly venomous spine

More information can be obtained from era.org.mt/en/Pages/Invasive-Alien-Species.aspx

