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Chairman’s Report
It is with satisfaction that I present my first report on the activities of the Malta
Environment & Planning Authority covering the period 1 October 2001 to 30
September 2002.
Our main efforts during the review year went towards ensuring the successful
implementation of Government’s decision to merge the Planning Authority with the
Environment Protection Department. The merger on March 1 was not simply a
cosmetic re-launch of an organisation but the bringing together of two distinct
entities with their own work practices and work cultures. We appointed a change
process team to handle the logistics involved and the MEPA Board approved a
new organisational structure with a man-power plan to take on board the staff
detailed from the former Environment Protection Department. We now have two
distinct directorates, a Planning Directorate and an Environment Protection
Directorate, both serviced by the Corporate Services Division.

Andrew Calleja

Our recruitment requirements in the Environment Directorate were identified in the
light of Government’s commitment to implement the European Union acquis and
I am pleased to report that we have also contributed to the successful conclusion
of the Environment Chapter. We are now in the process of consolidating our
structures and recruiting the necessary personnel to fulfill our commitments.
Our role as environment regulator, distinct and separate from that of operators in
the environment sector, promises to be a very demanding task. The high public
awareness on environmental issues and the equally high public expectations, the
provisions of the Environment Protection Act 2001 and the high standards we have
set for ourselves through the adoption of the EU acquis all point towards an ever
increasing standard of service. Fortunately we are able to draw on our 10-year
experience as land-use regulators to ensure a smooth transition from a government
department regime to that of an autonomous regulator. We are also in the process
of streamlining those areas where environment and land-use planning overlap to
avoid the duplication of resources and to improve performance and delivery.
Our performance in the area of development control during the review period was
impressive. Amendments to the Development Planning Act, which came into effect
in March, established more stringent standards of performance. Development
applications are now being determined within specific timeframes and there are
procedures in place to remedy situations where MEPA fails to meet the established
deadlines.
In February we carried out a file audit which revised the number of pending
applications upwards to read 3,900. A third board of the Development Control
Commission was set up and additional effort was made by the Planning Directorate
to reduce the pending caseload. The effort paid off and MEPA reported an all-time
record low of 2,382 pending applications at the end of the financial year. In all we
determined 8,175 applications during the review year. This performance is enabling
us to concentrate our efforts on reducing the number of pending requests for
reconsideration awaiting a decision by the DCC.
The MEPA Board itself continued to determine major development applications.
These included applications related to the Manoel Island/Tignè project, the Valletta
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Cruise Passenger terminal, the Cottonera project and the Cirkewwa and Mgarr
ferry terminals.
On the enforcement front we have continued with our regular direct action operations
with a focus on illegal development in the Maltese countryside. The biggest cleanup operation took place in a picturesque and sensitive site in the limits of
Mnajdra Temples. In summer we carried out our first direct action operation at sea
and removed illegal development accessible only from the seaward side.
Work on the Structure Plan review progressed considerably and practically all topic
papers have been finalized. We have entered into the second phase of the review
and are currently identifying the issues and the strategic options available for the
new Structure Plan.
Meanwhile work to provide local plan coverage for the Maltese islands is nearing
completion. The draft plans for Central Malta and Gozo were published in summer
and Government has approved the Grand Harbour Local Plan. We shall shortly
be publishing the South Malta local plan draft, the last in a series of seven.
More site-specific studies published by MEPA included the Marfa Action Plan which
proposes to turn l-Ahrax tal-Mellieha into a major leisure and recreation centre and
the SMEs site selection exercise, which addresses land-use issues related to
garage industries. Work is also well in hand on a development brief for a Gozo
Communal Centre and on an 85,000 square metre opportunity area in Marsaxlokk.
The MEPA Board has approved the Luqa Park and the Qawra development briefs
following a public consultation exercise.
In the environment field we have continued to schedule more of our natural and
built heritage. We have even extended our schemes to help owners of timber
balconies to carry out the necessary restoration works. The launching of the
‘Environmental Initiatives in Partnership’ early in the financial year serves
to give a clear indication of how MEPA expects to operate in the future.
Through this agreement signed with local councils, environmental and other
organizations, MEPA is making available over Lm500,000 collected through planning
gain contributions from major projects in Malta and Gozo.
As a land-use and environment regulator, MEPA shall be seeking to establish similar
on-going working partnerships with operators in its two areas of responsibility.
Success in the implementation of our policies and strategies, particularly those
related to the environment, will only be achieved through education and on-going
discussions with operators in the private and the public sectors, local and national
government and non-governmental organizations.
Our intentions and objectives need to be communicated and made clear to
everyone. We have to explain better the standards of performance expected from
all operators falling under MEPA’s responsibility.
I believe that only through sustained dialogue and continued collaboration, backed
up by a just and efficient enforcement system, will we be able to achieve the targets
and standards that we have set for ourselves and which the public rightfully expects
of us.
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Report by the Director of Planning
The most significant event of the year was the bringing together of the responsibilities
for land-use planning and environmental protection within the enlarged and renamed
Malta Environment & Planning Authority. Since the tenth anniversary of the
establishment of the Planning Authority is also approaching, it is opportune to
reflect on the achievements of the last ten years.

Godwin Cassar
Director of Planning

Land-use planning has been transformed from a zoning system without legislation
to a comprehensive system with strong planning legislation, an Authority and
strategic guidance provided by the Structure Plan. Perhaps the most fundamental
departures from the past are the transparency, openness and accountability of the
plan preparation and decision-making processes, the comprehensive, holistic and
integrated approach to dealing with the extensive range of responsibilities, and the
growth of a culture for planning within and outside government and of public
awareness.
Progress has been rapid. In brief, the Authority has: formulated a range of subsidiary
legislation; is monitoring the implementation and reviewing the Structure Plan;
prepared subject plans and studies for the minerals, waste, yachting, and golfing
sectors; programmed a complete coverage of local plans by end 2002; produced
three action plans and 14 development briefs; formulated supplementary planning
guidance; prepared a transport model to assess the implications of land-use
proposals for the transportation system; undertook urban and rural conservation
and management through the scheduling of the natural and built heritage; designated
urban conservation areas; determined over 7,000 development applications and
issued over 1,000 enforcement notices each year; developed environmental impact
and traffic impact assessment procedures and developed mapping and GIS
resources. To complement its planning responsibilities, and as the result of
considerable investment, MEPA also functions as the National Mapping Agency
for Malta.
Part of the Authority’s success can be ascribed to the rapid embracing of a
management culture based on sound business planning, centred on a three-year
Business Plan. The extent of the penetration and use of information technology
tools at MEPA exceeds by far that of comparable organisations elsewhere. The
Authority’s web site http://www.mepa.org.mt plays a significant part in providing
information to clients, such as policy documents, reports on development applications
and enforcement actions and a GIS.
Private and public participation in the planning process was crucial to gaining a
wide acceptance of policies and planning itself. The success of this ‘education’
process is evident from the extent of participation in the local planning process,
from representations on applications and the growth of planning consultancies in
the private sector.
Progress has been aided by collaboration with a wide range of ‘partners' including
the European Commission for funding work on the Structure Plan and legislation;
funding from the Overseas Development Administration (UK) for intensive staff
training; the Coastal Area Management Programme under the Mediterranean Action
Plan (UNEP); and extensive collaboration with local and foreign academic institutions.
Establishing a new comprehensive planning system is not a short-term exercise
– it requires time to learn, to experiment, to gain experience, to tackle and resolve
shortcomings, to educate and to consult and involve the public. The degree
to which MEPA is now being taken for granted should not obscure
the extent of its achievement nor of the culture change that has taken place.
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Report by the
Director of Environment Protection
Following the enactment of the Environment Protection Act in September 2001,
the Environment Protection Department went through a process of integration with
the Planning Authority to form the Malta Environment & Planning Authority (MEPA).
This involved the relocation of the Environment Protection Department offices
and staff from Kordin to Floriana and the centralisation of common services.
The immediate priorities for the Directorate were the consolidation of management
structures, the institutional building of the various units and the mobilisation of
existing resources to fulfill the responsibilities of the Authority. Moreover, the
adoption of the EU environmental acquis requires additional resource allocation
for its successful implementation. It was opportune that the corporate
restructuring began around the same time as the closure of the negotiations on
the environmental acquis.

Ray Piscopo
Director of Environment
Protection

Coming from industry, I consider the merger similar to the merger of two business
units, as happens in the business world of acquisitions and mergers. Arriving at
MEPA at a stage where the scenario was already set, I formulated a plan to address
the main issues, mainly: the management of risk during the integration process;
the swift establishment of an effective and modern-style leadership; and the
establishment of a corporate vision ahead of corporate ‘fit’.
The challenges facing us are demanding. Achieving excellence in environmental
protection is not an easy task in view of the multitude of environmental standards
we have to adopt. A culture change is required to shift from a business as usual
approach to proactive action. The Environment Protection Directorate must take
a more proactive role to help our country achieve sustainable development without
neglecting its corporate social responsibility. To achieve this we must work hand
in hand with other key stake-holders.
It is also our intention to involve industries and their constituted representatives,
non-governmental organizations, local councils and the general public in the
implementation of our plans. It is recognised that industry must be assisted through
negotiated (but legally binding) agreements to achieve positive environmental
performance. We want to move from a command and control regime to one that
is conducive to creating trust between the authorities and the operators.
It will moreover be our mission to educate the public, industry and other players
on our environmental responsibilities. We will start an Eco-Schools programme
that will instill environmental responsibility in the hearts of our children. Businesses
will be invited to participate in several Eco-Business programmes that see bestpractices being shared throughout the business community. We shall act as
facilitators to commercial and industrial establishments for the enhancement of
their environmental performance through the adoption of environmental management
systems and the implementation of best practice engineering solutions. The
Cleaner Technology Centre has an important role to play to create this culture.
But such programmes will be meaningless unless there is an efficient monitoring
and enforcement system in place. New environment inspectors are already being
recruited and to give this matter priority, the inspectorate unit is to report directly
to the Director of Environment Protection.
On a personal note I wish to add that it is clear from what is happening around
us and in the world that there is so much to do and that we have only just started.
We have a moral obligation to protect our own life-support systems and those of
our children. This is my own moral conviction and my foremost guiding principle.
We have to be of one accord on environmental issues and nothing should
hinder our mission in making this world a better place for everyone to live in.
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Malta Environment & Planning Authority Board
Chairman:

Mr Andrew Calleja I.A.P, Chairman
[Appointed on 1 November 2001 succeeding
Mr Christopher Falzon, B.Sc. (Eng), M.Phil, Grad. DIP
(Maths) MICE, C.Eng. A&CE Eur. Ing.]

Deputy Chairman:

Mr Victor Torpiano B.A. (Arch), B.Arch(Hons.),
A&C.E.

Independent Members:

Mr Ronald Azzopardi
Mr Louis F Cassar, C Biol MI Biol,p-gDip Env. Mgt,
MSc (Env Plan & Mgt)
[Appointed on 1 November 2001]

Mr Peter Zammit BE & A (Hons) A& CE
Mr Alfred Mangion B. Pharm
Mr Salvator Mousu'
Dr Sandra Sladden LL.D.
Public Officers:

Dr Godwin Debono B.Sc.,M.Sc., D.LL.C., Ph.D.
[Appointed on 1 November 2001]

Mr Saviour Gauci
[Appointed on 1 November 2001]

Mr Moses Azzopardi A.C.IS Dip (M)
Mr Anthony Mifsud HND (Agric.)
[Appointed on 1 November 2001]

Dr Lucianne Licari, M.D., M.Sc (Env. Plan & Mgt),
PgDip (Env. Mgt)
[Appointed on 26 July 2002]
Prof. Victor Ferrito BSc MSc, PhD (Wales), FIFST,
FRSH, Mr Lawrence Buttigieg BE&A(Hons), M.A.,
A&CE, Mr Joe Aquilina and Mr Saviour A Farrugia
D.P.A. served as board members until 31 October
2001 and Mr Louis Vella B.Sc. M.Sc., (Occ.Hyg)
Lond until 1 March 2002.

Members of the House
of Representatives:

Hon Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici LL.D. M.P.
[Appointed on 1 November 2001]

Hon Joe Mizzi MP
Hon Michael Bonnici M.P.
[Served as board member until 31 October 2001]

“The Planning Authority is one
of the smoothest and
smartest British-style
bureaucracies you’ll find
anywhere.”
Sir Peter Hall
Town & Country Planning,
January 2002.
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The Malta Environment & Planning Authority Board, as presently constituted, was
appointed on 1 November 2001 for a period of three years. The Board provides
strategic guidance to the organisation, ensuring the effective use of the organisation's
resources to meet the obligations arising from the Development Planning Act and
the Environment Protection Act. During the review period the Board met 29 times,
focusing mainly on the Planning Authority-Environment Protection Department
merger, policy and legislative updates and major development projects. The Planning
Authority formally changed it’s name to the Malta Environment & Planning Authority
following the publication of Legal Notice 107 on 3 May 2002.

Merger
Government's decision to merge the Environment Protection Department and the
Planning Authority was announced in the first quarter of the financial year. On 1
March 2002 the Planning Authority became the competent authority in terms of
the Environment Protection Act 2001 and in May 2002 a notice in the Government
Gazette formally established the Malta Environment & Planning Authority (MEPA).
MEPA was to have two distinct directorates: the Planning Directorate and the
Environment Protection Directorate. The merger established a new regulatory
framework for the environment sector that separates the regulatory role from that
of the operator.
The merger of the two organisations took into account the strong link that exists
between land-use and the environment and is aimed to increase co-ordination,
efficiency and effectiveness in the two areas. To avoid the duplication of
resources, the Corporate Services Division is servicing the two directorates.
A change process team was set up to implement the necessary administrative
changes and to address the logistical aspects of the merger. A new logo and
corporate identity was launched in May and the Board approved a new organisational
structure with a man-power plan that takes on board the staff detailed from the
former Environment Protection Department.
The recruitment requirements were identified by consultants that analysed
government's commitments in adopting the EU acquis. The appointment of Engineer
Ray Piscopo as director of the Environment Protection Directorate set in motion
a recruitment drive that will see MEPA establish the necessary infrastructural and
human resource framework to meet the challenges that lie ahead as Malta's landuse and environment regulator.

The Malta Environment &
Planning Authority was
created through a merger of
the Planning Authority and
the Environment Protection
Department on 1 March
2002. The setting up of the
new organisation was a
crucial step towards the
establishment of the
necessary administrative
capacity in Malta to ensure
the adequate implementation
of the new legislative
framework that is being put
in place to transpose the EU
environmental acquis.
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Development Control
Major projects

Parliamentary Secretary
George Pullicino presents a
memento to Perit Victor
Torpiano in recognition of his
years of service as
Development Control
Commission Chairman.

The Malta Environment & Planning Authority Board determined a variety of
applications for major projects during the review period. These included development
projects related to the Mater Dei Hospital, the Valletta Cruise Passenger Terminal,
the Manoel Island/Tignè project, the Mgarr ferry terminal and the Cottonera project.
Also approved were extensions to the Fortina Hotel and a beach reclamation
project for St George's Bay. An application for an 18-hole golf course at Pembroke
was turned down.

New procedures
New development control procedures came into effect on 25 March 2002 following
amendments to the Development Planning Act.
Development applications within scheme are now being determined within 12
weeks of validation date. This period does not include the maximum four-week
consultation period with other government entities or the time taken by
the applicant to submit additional information or plans requested by MEPA.
The amendments to the Act include provisions for cases where MEPA fails to
determine a development application within the set period. The applicant is now
required to write to the Chairman who will set procedures in motion to see the
application brought before the Development Control Commission without delay.
To avoid any bottlenecks in the system, three divisions of the Development Control
Commission were set up, each dealing with particular types of applications.

Administrative Changes
MEPA took several administrative measures to fulfill the new standards of performance
established through the amendments to the Development Planning Act. An
operations manager was recruited to administer the application process within the
Development Control Services Division and benchmarks were established for each
development control team.
A file audit was carried out which identified a defect in the collation of the pending
caseload data from the computerised system. The figures were revised and
in February the pending caseload figure was revised upwards to read 3,900.
MEPA takes administrative
measures to fulfill the new
standards of performance
established through
amendments to the
Development Planning Act.
The effort pays off and in
September MEPA registers
its lowest ever pending
caseload.
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Lowest pending caseload ever
The legal and administrative changes in place, additional effort was made to bring
down the revised pending caseload figures. In May, MEPA determined 1,047 applications,
the highest number to ever be determined in one month.
The momentum was maintained throughout the summer and by the closing of the

financial year the pending caseload reached an all-time record low of 2,382. In just
six months MEPA had decreased the pending caseload by more than 40%.
During the review period MEPA determined 8,175 applications, a 28% increase
over last year's 6,385 applications. MEPA also received 7,090 applications, up
from 6,272 the previous year.

Tables
Applications received and determined between October 2001 and September
2002 are shown in Table 1.

October 2001
November
December
January 2002
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
Table 1

Validated
630
558
249
798
626
672
677
674
527
627
550
502
7090

Determined
493
476
374
582
624
456
848
1047
718
793
782
982
8175

Table 2 shows the number of applications determined by each decision-taking
body.

Table 2

MEPA Board
Approved
Refused
Total
Development Control Commission
Approved
Refused
Total
Delegated (Case Officers)
Approved
Summary
All Approved
All refused
All withdrawn
All suspensions
Total

Number of applications

Percentage

17
3
20

0.21
0.04
0.24

4823
1956
6779
868

59.00
23.93
82.92
10.62

5708
1959
390
118
8175

69.82
23.96
4.77
1.44
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The valid pending caseload at the end of the financial year is shown in Table 3.
Decided
8169
7444
9243
5635
7393
6385
8175

1995 -1996
1996 - 1997
1997 - 1998
1998 - 1999
1999 - 2000
2000 - 2001
2001 - 2002

Valid Pending Caseload
3913
4392
2757
3699
2855
2742
2382

Table 3

4000

3500

3000

2500

2000

September

August

July

June

May

April

March

February

January ‘02

December

November

October

September ‘01

pending caseload

Notifications
During the review period MEPA processed 3,563 notifications of development for
which no formal application was necessary.

Sandarac Gum Tree
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Enforcement
Enforcement notices
A total of 1,030 enforcement notices were issued during the review period as the
Malta Environment & Planning Authority continued to step up its efforts to clamp
down on illegal development.
The emergency enforcement service was extended to Sunday in a bid to control
development activities over weekends. Direct action operations continued as
a steady pace throughout the year, keeping up with last year's momentum.

Scrap from Gozo awaiting to
be transferred to Malta

The geographical distribution of the enforcement notices is shown in Table 4.

Table 4

Area
North
South
Central
Gozo
Total

Number of Enforcement Notices
232
268
326
204
1,030

Over 900 enforcement cases were closed during the review period. 509 enforcement
cases were sanctioned through a development application, 281 infringements were
removed by the owners and 53 enforcement cases were withdrawn. Eighty cases
were closed through direct action operations by MEPA.

Clean-up at Delimara

Direct action operations
MEPA carried out 44 direct action operations during the review period. The nature
of the operations was varied indeed but particular effort was made to remove illegal
development and dumping in the countryside.
The largest single operation took place in the limits of Mnajdra Temples and was
started on June 5, World Environment Day. This picturesque area of Malta was
cleaned up of tons of building rubble in an operation that took three weeks to
complete.
A more ambitious operation was undertaken in Gozo in September to remove all
illegal scrapyards. The material collected from 14 yards was shipped to Malta for
export.
To mark ‘Clean up the World’, the MEPA's direct action team cleared away over
8,000 tons of building rubble dumped in an environmentally sensitive area at Ta'
Gerzuma, Bahrija. Part of the work had to be done manually to avoid further
damage to the garigue.
In summer MEPA carried out its first direct action operation by sea and removed
a quay from Comino and demolished a building at Mistra that was accessible only
from the seaward side.

Enforcement control around
Malta and Gozo is stepped
up with the extension of the
weekend emergency service
to Sunday. Direct action
operations continue
throughout the year with a
focus on the protection of the
countryside from illegal
development.
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Structure Plan Review
Phase One
The first phase of the Structure Plan review involved the preparation of topic papers
on all land-use sectors that shall be addressed through the revised Plan.
Topic papers have been prepared on employment, leisure and recreation, coastal
areas, urban areas, rural areas, utilities, social facilities and community care and
transport. A draft study on 'Landscape assessment of the Maltese Islands' is being
prepared.
To assist the consultation process, a radio programme series was prepared inhouse and aired live on Campus FM. The programme discussed each of the sectors
with the participation of the topic paper co-ordinators.
A website dealing specifically with the Structure Plan has been created.

Subject Plans
The draft Minerals Subject Plan was revised following a public consultation exercise
and approved by the MEPA Board in March. The Subject Plan regulates the landuse aspects of the minerals sector and provides input to the Structure Plan review.
Also concluded was the “Waste Management Subject Plan - Space for Waste”
that was approved by the Board in December. This plan regulates the land-use
aspects of waste management and similarly feeds into the Structure Plan review
process.

Phase Two
A vision and goals statement has been drawn up and is being used as a working
document for the formulation of strategic options for the new Structure Plan.
Work has also commenced on an Issues Paper that will bring together all issues
raised in the topic papers, and on a Strategic Options Paper which is aimed at
examining the implications of catering for alternative levels of housing and
employment growth for the Structure Plan Review.

Consultation on the Structure
Plan Review process gains
momentum during the review
period through regular
meetings with key
stakeholders and public
consultation meetings on
strategic planning issues. As
most topic papers get
finalised, work on Phase Two
of the Structure Plan review
gets well under way.
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Local Plans
Central Malta, Gozo and Comino local plans
The draft local plans for Central Malta and Gozo & Comino were published for
public consultation in summer. Over 1,100 submissions were received from the
public, prompting the Authority to extend the public consultation period to October
11. A summary of the plans was distributed door to door and public consultation
meetings organised to discuss the policy proposals.

South Malta Local Plan
An initial public consultation exercise on the South Malta Local Plan was carried
out in November 2001. The response was included in a Report of Survey that
served as a basis for the drafting of the general policies for the local plan area. A
Vacant Land Condition survey was also carried out. Work is under way on the
formulation of area policies for the 18 localities covered in the plan.

Other plans
Following the conclusion of the Kalkara Replanning Exercise, Government approved
the Grand Harbour Local Plan making it the second plan to attain legal status.
The submissions received during the public consultation exercise on the North
Harbours Local Plan have been analysed and an amended plan will be presented
to the Board shortly. Meanwhile, work is also under way on the revision of the draft
North West plan following a public consultation exercise the previous year.
During the review period MEPA approved a minor amendment to the Marsaxlokk
Bay Local Plan which designated a site at In-Nigret, Birzebbuga for housing
development and zoned a green area.

The Grand Harbour Local
Plan is approved by
Government and two draft
local plans, for Central Malta
and for Gozo & Comino, are
published for public
consultation in summer. Work
continues in earnest to finalise
the South Malta Local Plan,
the last in a series of seven.
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Development Briefs and Planning Guidelines
Marfa Action Plan
An action plan published for public consultation in June proposed to turn l-Ahrax
tal-Mellieha into a major leisure and recreation centre. The proposed list of activities
includes camping and caravan sites, beach rooms, picnic areas, cycle ways and
heritage trails.

Micro-enterprises
A report on a site-selection exercise to identify areas that may be developed into
parks for micro-enterprises was published for public consultation in June. A total
17 sites were identified following a request by government to ensure the equitable
distribution of industrial land for micro-enterprises around Malta.

Development briefs
The MEPA board approved the Luqa Park Development Brief that provides for the
development of a commercial park and a trailer parking area. The brief was prepared
at the request of the Malta Development Corporation.
Also approved was the Qawra Development Brief that proposes the development
of a family-oriented leisure centre along a stretch of foreshore in Qawra.
Work has been completed on a development brief for the Gozo Communal Centre
in Victoria and on an 85,000 square metre opportunity area at Il-Maghluq, Marsaxlokk
that was identified in the Marsaxlokk Bay Local Plan.

MEPA publishes for public
consultation an action plan
for Marfa and a report on
potential development sites
for micro-enterprise parks.
Development briefs for areas
in Qawra and Luqa are
approved
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Long-Nosed Sea-Horse

Waste Management
Legislation
Subsidiary legislation under the Environment Protection Act 2001 was published
and adopted. These included the Waste Management Permit and Control Regulations
2001, Incineration Regulations 2001, Landfill Regulations 2002, Waste Oils
Regulations 2002, Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2002 and the
Polychlorinated Biphenyls and Polychlorinated Terphenyls Regulations 2002.
The implementation and enforcement of these regulations is ongoing, alongside
the drafting of subsidiary legislation treating end-of-life vehicles and packaging
waste.

Solid Waste Management Strategy
The Environment Protection Directorate and the Planning Directorate through the
Environmental Management Unit, are playing a leading role in the implementation
of a Solid Waste Management Strategy for Malta through their representation on
the Inter-Ministerial Project team chaired by the Ministry for Resources and
Infrastructure.
Government is in the process of establishing new facilities for a number of waste
categories within the framework of the strategy and the Directorate has contributed
substantially to the preparation of terms of reference for a number of these projects.
They include a new incinerator at the government slaughterhouse, the hazardous
and non-hazardous waste landfills and the Gozo waste transfer station. All these
facilities shall be licensed by MEPA.

Licensing of Waste Management Establishments
MEPA's Waste Management Unit has processed a number of applications for the
deposit/recycling of inert wastes in line with L.N. 128/1997. Work is underway to
license other waste managers, including waste carriers in accordance with the
Waste Management (Permit and Control) Regulations.

Hazardous Waste Consignment Note System
Following the successful introduction of the Hazardous Waste Consignment Note
System in 2000, the procedure has been extended to include more industries and
establishments that generate hazardous wastes.
The system helps to track waste from the point of generation to final disposal and
includes proper classification and data collection on the deposit of hazardous
wastes. In January 2002 the European Waste Catalogue was adopted as the
official waste classification system and inputted into the landfill’s recording system.
It is now possible to acquire more detailed and accurate information on wastes
entering the landfill.

In the waste management
sector MEPA continues to
improve and consolidate local
waste management
regulation and enforcement.
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Implementation of the Basel Convention
The implementation of the Basel Convention on the transboundary movement of
other wastes gives hazardous waste generators the possibility to export their
wastes for environmentally sound treatment and/or disposal. MEPA is processing
a number of applications for the export of lead acid batteries and accumulators
and of sludge from industrial wastewater treatment and used solvents. A number
of applications for the transit of wastes were also processed.

Enforcement
The Waste Management Unit continued with its efforts to clamp down on illegal
dumping. Constant collaboration with the Administrative Law Enforcement police
led to the arraignment of a number of offenders.

Wild Tulip
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Biodiversity
Legislation
The Biodiversity Protection Unit is responsible for the drafting and compilation of
legislation relating to biodiversity protection. Legal notices published during the
review period concerned the: Importation of Skins of Certain Seal Pups and Derived
Products; the Convention on Biological Diversity Incorporation Regulations; Capture
and Killing Methods Prohibition; Contained Use of Genetically-Modified Microorganisms; Deliberate Release into the Environment of Genetically-Modified
Organisms; and the Contained Use of Genetically-Modified Micro-Organisms
(Amendment) Regulations.

Other initiatives
The Biodiversity Protection Unit participated in the Communication, Education and
Public Awareness and Appreciation of Nature Protection (CEPA) programme, the
Biodiversity Action Plan Programme, Alien Control and Eradication Programme,
Habitat Inventorying Programme, the National Biodiversity Strategy and the Strategic
Action Plan for the Conservation of Marine & Coastal Biodiversity in the Mediterranean
(SAP-BIO).
The unit is also involved in the beaching, stranding, tagging and rehabilitation
programmes that were undertaken to enforce the Contingency Plan EPD 01/98
on the stranding of Cetaceans.

Red Coral

MEPA's role and responsibility
for biodiversity protection are
based on the principles
outlined in the Convention on
Biological Diversity to which
Malta is party.
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Pollution Control
Air
The Mobile Unit Station carried out 31 investigations around Malta following
complaints from the public. Data on the levels of lead-in-air, benzene, toluene,
xylene, sulphur dioxide, ozone, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide and particulate
matter was collated. A second air mobile monitoring station is being assembled
and will be in operation by the end of this year. Air monitoring through the use of
passive tubes is also on-going.
Monitoring programmes were essential in creating a national inventory of the extent
of air pollution and serve as a basis for predicting pollution figures until 2010.

Water quality
MEPA regularly monitors bathing water quality in accordance with national and
international obligations, particularly the Barcelona Convention.
Bathing water quality tests in over 90 sites were carried out in co-ordination with
the Health Division.
Other water quality programmes include: the testing for oil and other hydrocarbon
pollution from 40 localities in coordination with the University of Malta; the analysis
of effluents from land-based sources and drainage outfall and the identification of
sources releasing toxic effluents and the drawing up of strategies to reduce these
releases.

Chemicals
Site inspections were carried out in a number of industries to ensure that the release
of chemicals is being done in accordance with regulations that came into effect
this year. Meetings were held with core representatives to facilitate the importation
notification system. MEPA is now in the process of setting up radiation and noise
monitoring sub-units.
A Bio-Safety Co-ordinating Committee
has been set up to achieve an integrated
approach to bio-safety through controls on
the contained use, deliberate release and the
placing on the market of genetically modified organisms.

The Pollution Control Coordinating Unit continues to
focus on three main areas air, water quality and
chemicals - as measures get
under way to set up a second
mobile air-monitoring unit.
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Mediterranean Monk Seal

Environmental Management
Agreements in partnerships
Over Lm500,000 are being made available to local councils and non-government
organisations to implement environmental projects in 17 localities. An 'Environmental
Initiatives in Partnership' agreement was signed in November 2001 to pave the
way for the funding of projects financed through planning gain contributions
requested by MEPA from major project developers. So far seven projects have
been initiated.

Posidonia survey
A survey of the Posidonia oceanica sea-grass beds within territorial waters was
carried out in early summer. The survey established the geographical extent of the
meadows and details of their morphology and health. Posidonia meadows are the
breeding and feeding grounds of various species and serve to minimise coastal
erosion by buffering wave action.

Comino
A steering committee was appointed in July to oversee the environmental management
concerns on the island of Comino. The committee includes representatives of MEPA,
the Ministry for Gozo, the Malta Tourism Authority, Malta Maritime Authority,
Ghajnsielem local council, Nature Trust, Birdlife, the Comino Hotel and the residential
community. Its task is to formulate and implement a management plan that would
protect Comino and its smaller islands.

Environmental Impact Assessments
A three-day training course on environmental impact assessment techniques was
organised by MEPA in conjunction with the Institute of Environmental Management
and Assessment of the UK. The course was attended by graduates and professionals
working in the field of EIAs. Also organised was a two-day course for EIA consultants
in government departments and agencies.
More information and services were added to the Environmental Impact Assessment
website www.eia.malta.org which was upgraded in January. The move followed
the introduction of new EIA regulations in 2001. The information available now
includes the terms of reference of EIAs, photos, report summaries and permit
conditions for projects which required an EIA.

MEPA makes available over
Lm500,000 to local councils,
environment groups and
other organisations to
implement environmental
improvement projects around
Malta. The money is collected
through planning gain
contributions by major
developers.
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Heritage Management
Timber balcony scheme
In June the Authority made available Lm16,000 to help in the restoration of timber
balconies in the Three Cities and Kalkara and in September a further Lm5,000 were
made available through the Valletta Rehabilitation Project to Valletta and Floriana
residents. Since 1996 the Authority has made available over Lm90,000 in grants
and so far around 155 people have benefitted from the timber balcony scheme.

Conservation and scheduling
British period cast iron letter boxes, telephone booths and other historic street
furniture found around Malta and Gozo were protected through an emergency
conservation order issued in April. A separate conservation order was issued with
respect to coastal fortifications in Mistra.
MEPA approved the creation of buffer zones and the scheduling of 18th and 20th
century coastal fortifications at Mellieha. The studies were carried out in conjunction
with the Marfa Action Plan.
A conservation order to protect Ghajn Tuffieha Bay and the surrounding landscape
was issued in January. Through the order the Authority recognised the ecological
and scientific importance of the bay and called for proper site management and
a continuous maintenance programme.
MEPA scheduled Mgarr ix-Xini Valley, the coastal cliffs surrounding the creek and
adjacent areas like Ghar ix-Xih, Ta' l-Ghama, Tas-Salvatur and Tal-Kus.
Wied Blandun, situated between Fgura and Ghajn Dwieli, was scheduled for its
ecological importance and in line with Structure Plan policies that aim to protect
Malta's valleys and water catchment areas.
The 1997 scheduling of part of Wied Ghollieqa as a site of scientific importance
has been extended to the rest of the valley to include the areas known as Ta'
Gannus and San Gwann ta' l-Ghorghar. The valley has also been scheduled for
its ecological importance.
MEPA scheduled a number of uninhabited islets for their scientific and ecological
importance. These include St Paul's Islands, Ghallis reef, rocks off Xrobb l-Ghagin,
Delimara Point, Hondoq ir-Rummien, il-Gebla tac-Cawl in Qala, il-Gebla tal-General
in Dwejra, Cominotto and the rocks at Blue Lagoon.
Other activities

The scheduling of Malta's
historical and natural heritage
continues as MEPA extends
financial help to owners of
timber balconies to carry out
repair works.
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A seminar on World War II heritage and its conservation was organised and Dr J
M Schofield from English Heritage was guest speaker.
Around 40 students from the Centre for Conservation and Urban Studies at the
University of Dundee conducted a study visit during which they prepared a character
appraisal of Senglea which analysed the urban character of this fortified
city. Their visit came about through a co-operation agreement with MEPA.

Transport Planning
Traffic Volume Survey
Traffic surveys by means of automated counters continued on a weekly basis
during the review period. Apart from its application in the transport model, the
data collated through the on-going surveys is used to calculate traffic growth and
to forecast future growth. A further four permanent counters were purchased during
the financial year and shall be installed soon.

Commuted Parking Payment Scheme
Gozo's capital Victoria was included in the Commuted Parking Payment Scheme
(CPPS) and a small extension was made to the Hamrun CPPS. So far Lm1.8
million have been collected through the scheme.
The funds are expected to be used for a number of projects which include, among
others, car parks at St. Julian’s, Pender Place, Qui-Si-Sana and underneath the
Salesian school in Sliema.
Transport Strategy for Valletta and Floriana
Work continued on the implementation of a transport strategy for Valletta and
Floriana, mainly through an ad hoc committee aimed at implementing a Park-andRide scheme to which the first allocation of CPPS funds is being made.

International
MEPA joined forces with the Ministry of Transport and the University of Malta on
an EU project titled – “Transport Planning Land-Use and Sustainability”. The project
enables EU and accession countries to share experiences where land-use planning
was successfully used to reduce the need for travel.
MEPA is representing Malta at a Joint Expert Group on Transport and the Environment
set up by the European Commission to identity new initiatives and best practices
and to advise the commission on a strategy for sustainable transport.
The Transport Planning Unit is also providing technical assistance to the Valletta
Local Council which is a member of the executive committee of ACCESS - a
European association of cities aiming to promote a new mobility culture.

Planning Control Applications
The Planning Control Section determined 79 applications and received 97. Following
changes to procedures, some PC applications are now to be determined by one
of the DCC boards.

MEPA's Transport Planning
Unit continues with its ongoing traffic surveys around
Malta and contributes to the
local planning process and
the Structure Plan review.
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Mapping
Large-scale topographic map production
Approximately 9km2 of large-scale mapping was produced during the review period
and 42 new survey sheets were published at 1:000 scale. Large-scale mapping
remained the key product for most MEPA clients. The Mapping Unit continued to
develop a consolidated map base by integrating the 1:2500 and 1:1000 topographic
data sets into one rationalised product. This product is complemented by the
increasing popularity of Orthophotography. National coverage at 0.25m resolution
is now being used extensively through the MEPA website.

Precise Levelling
Densification and maintenance of the existing precise levelling network continued
with the observation of 25 levelling sections totalling 7km and the replacement of
9 benchmarks.

International Projects
The Mapping Unit was involved in the finalisation of the United Nations CAMP
project on coastal area management and engaged to provide the Data Management
Services for this multidisciplinary project. The Unit supplied data for the Seamless
Administrative Boundaries of Europe (SABE) initiative coordinated by an international
consortium of National Mapping Agencies. This database is used in the compilation
of regional, national and European wide statistics.

External Services
The on-line GIS on the MEPA web site has proved to be highly successful. New
service agreements have been signed with the Malta Resources Authority, the
Department of Agriculture and the Department of Estates Management.
The Mapping Unit also carried out a topographic survey of the Mtarfa/Ta’ Qali link
road and part of Xemxija/Cirkewwa Road and the transformation of geodetic points
for EneMalta. During the same period the Unit finalised an extensive data capture
project that identified agricultural land parcels. Commissioned by MITTS Ltd. on
behalf of the Department of Agriculture, this data is a mandatory requirement for
an EU compliant Integrated Agricultural Control System (IACS) on which payments
under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are based.

Internal Services
MEPA's on-line GIS system
proves to be highly successful
with internet users. The
Mapping Unit continues to
maintain the GIS system and
to provide a national mapping
service to the Maltese islands
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The Mapping Unit dedicated a significant portion of its resources in meeting internal
requests arising from the Authority’s operational, contractual or statutory obligations.
Requests included the updating of the basemap for the Central Malta and Gozo
Local Plans, control surveys by GPS for referencing Land Surveys to the National
Reference System and the amendment and maintenance of scheme alignments.

Land Surveying
Setting-Out/Civil Engineering Surveys Services
MEPA received and processed 724 requests during the review period, 14% more
than during the corresponding period last year. Notwithstanding the increase, the
percentage of requests attended to within ten days reached 92%, a 4.5% increase.

Review Period
2000 - 2001
2001 - 2002
Variance

Nº of Requests
632
724
+14.0%

Within 5 days
49.9%
52.2%
+2.0%

Within 10 days
87.6%
92.0%
+4.5%

Housing Projects, Roads Directorate
Following the preparation of extensive surveys for the Housing Authority, MEPA
has provided 13 setting-out services for the Authority's housing projects which
have now entered construction phase.
The Land Surveying Unit also provided setting-out services for 20.5 kilometres of
road for the Roads Directorate.

Topographic Surveys
The Roads Directorate of the Malta Transport Authority continued to be MEPA's
major client for topographic surveys of arterial and distributor roads. The Malta
Maritime Authority awarded a contract of survey work at Mgarr, Gozo and the
Foundation for Tomorrow’s Schools has commissioned topographic and building
surveys of two school complexes. A total 115 topographical surveys were carried
out, covering 1.19 km2.
The number of surveys and the area covered has remained stable but figures for
this year show a 19% change from internally to externally commissioned surveys.

Control Surveys
Work continued on a project to establish second order benchmarks within urban
areas and 35 benchmarks were established along 24 kms of roads. Work on the
establishment of a further 12 benchmarks for the areas of Msida and Ta` Xbiex
is underway.

Sand Cricket

Efforts continue to improve
and consolidate landsurveying services as MEPA
registers a significant increase
in external requests for
topographical surveys.
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Information Technology
Web Services
The MEPA website on www.mepa.org.mt has been revamped and reorganised
following the merger in March. The information store was increased and new
services added such as search facilities for appeal decisions and planning control
applications. Web site updates were automated with calendar controls giving
users the possibility to have updated lists of agendas and decisions as soon as
they are available. Transactions through e-commerce services available on the
MEPA Website are showing a steady increase.

Merger
The merger of the Environment Protection Department with the Planning Authority
has led to an increase in the network infrastructure and 26 new users were added
to the Floriana network system. Latest systems were provided to new recruits
with all the software and ancillary facilities and a new network system was installed
at the Pollution Control Offices at Kordin.

Enhancements to Acolaid
Enhancements to the MEPA core database (Acolaid) have been carried out to
reflect the changes in legislation. A new monitoring form was created to enable
enforcement officers to log details of their monitoring activities. The backend
database has been upgraded from Microsoft SQL Server 7 to SQL Server 2000.

In-house Software Development
A number of in-house systems have been developed and implemented. These included
a Bank Guarantee Tracking System and a Human Resources Information System.
Maintenance and upgrades to installed systems were effected during the year. A new
facility enables MEPA staff to connect, read and send mail from any computer outside
the office that has internet connectivity.

ISO Quality Certification

MEPA's internet services are
enhanced and the network
enlarged to cater for the
organisation's wider
responsibilities following the
merger in March
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ISO 9002 Quality Certification was successfully kept for the fourth year running.
Work has been started to change all quality documentation to the new ISO 2000
Standard. This upgraded standard incorporates improved customer relations,
better services to clients and easier maintenance of the quality system. A new
facility made available during the review period enables staff members to use their
mail through a web browser.
During the past year, IT has installed a SAN system, comprising of two cluster
banks and four rack-mountable servers. The clustering solution accommodates
the Authority’s core applications and e-mail services.

Communications and Customer Care
Customer Care
The Chairman’s Office handled over 500 written complaints and queries during the
review period.
The Customer Care Desk handled 209 complaints, down from 262 the previous
year. 37 of the complaints originated from the Ombudsman's Office, down from
46 the previous year. A further 162 queries and reports were received from local
councils through the Customer Care System run by the Management Efficiency
Unit at the Office of the Prime Minister. This electronic-based customer care service
was introduced in January 2002.
Another 110 reports, queries and complaints were received by MEPA through electronic
mail or by post and handled by the Customer Care Desk.
Most of the complaints received at the Customer Care Desk concerned development
control or enforcement issues and were dealt with within the following time-frames:
19% within five days; 15% within 10; 15% within 15 days and the remainder within
20 days or over.

World Environment Day
activity at City Gate, Valletta

MEPA works in close liaison with the Ombudsman's Office which, between 1995
and 2002, handled a total 312 complaints on MEPA. Only 15% of complaints from
the Ombudsman were upheld, a very small fraction when compared to 50,000
development control decisions taken by MEPA over the same period. Of the 15%
cases which were upheld by the Ombudsman, MEPA took action on 68
cases but no action could be taken on 8 cases.
Public Relations Office
“Support your Environment” was the theme chosen for World Environment Day activities
organised by the Public Relations Office in June. Taking the cue from the world cup
which coincided with the event, MEPA's environmental campaign used football imagery
to promote sound environmental habits and lifestyles.
City Gate in Valletta was transformed into an environmental “customs office” and
shoppers were invited to run the gauntlet and be screened for environmental
friendliness.
The Public Relations Office co-ordinated the corporate relaunch of the organisation
following the merger in March and in summer organised an extensive public
consultation exercises in connection with the local plans for Gozo and Central
Malta.
This office co-ordinates all public relations initiatives by the organisation and during
the review period issued 71 statements and organised 17 press coverages. The
office also handles the day-to-day press queries and co-ordinates interviews and
participation in radio and television progammes.

Chairman's Office handles
over 500 written customer
complaints and queries as it
continues to function as a
point of reference for
Government ministries,
departments and agencies
and to provide secretarial
support to the Chairman and
the MEPA Board.
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Supplementary Planning Guidance
The list of Supplementary Planning Guidance documents approved during the
review period by the MEPA Board and endorsed by the Minister include:
The ''Guidelines on trees, shrubs and plants for planting and landscaping in the
Maltese Islands'' which promotes the planting of appropriate trees, shrubs and
plants to improve the rural and urban environment; new regulations simplifying
procedures for the installation of satellite dish antennas; an amendment to ''Policy
& Design Guidance 2000: Stairwells''; a policy change on the commuted payment
parking scheme (CPPS) for St Julian's; the introduction of the CPPS scheme for
Rabat, Gozo and an amendment to the Hamrun CPPS; and the adoption of the
''Access for all - design guidelines" as published by National Commission Persons
with Disability.
In addition MEPA published for public consultation retail planning guidelines and
amendments to the policy on the placing of tables and chairs outside retail outlets.
The Retail Planning Guidelines aim to channel investment into existing town centres,
strengthen the future health of town centres by adding to their shopping attractiveness
and prevent the development of new retail facilities on undeveloped sites outside
urban areas.
The “Tables & Chairs In Public Areas” consultation document, published in June
2002, relaxes the policy on the placing of tables and chairs outside bars and
restaurants in a bid to breath new life into Malta's urban centres. The requirement
for on-site parking or a CPPS contribution was removed.

Legislation
With the enactment of the Development Planning (Amendment) Act, 2001 (Act No.
XXI of 2001), a considerable volume of subsidiary legislation was produced and
enacted to elaborate upon and give effect to the amended and new provisions of
the Act. In addition, reviews were undertaken of the Development Notification
Order and the Building Levy Regulations, with consequent revised subsidiary
legislation.

The Office of the Director of
Planning co-ordinates the
formulation of a range of new
and amended policy
guidance and a considerable
amount of subsidiary
legislation following
amendments to the
Development Planning Act.
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Maltese Freshwater Crab

Boards and Committees
Development Control Commission
During the review period the Development Control Commission went through changes
that involved the introduction of additional Divisions assigned with different roles.
The DCC, constituted of one Division, had 14 sittings in the first month of the financial
year. The members making up the commission were:
Mr Victor Torpiano BA(Arch) B.Arch (Hons) chairman and Mr Paul Borg BE&A
(Hons) A&CE, Mr Saviour Borg BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Mr Andrew Ellul BE&A (Hons)
A&CE, Mr David Pace BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Mr Anthony Mifsud HND Agric. and
Mr Carmel Ellul BE&A (Hons) A&CE, members.
Between November 2001 and April 2002 the Commission had two DCC Divisions.
One was responsible for reconsideration requests and the other for applications
awaiting first decision. During this period the reconsiderations board met 61 times
and the other met 78 times.
The members of the reconsideration division were:
Mr Victor Torpiano BA(Arch) B.Arch (Hons) chairman and Mr Andrew Ellul BE&A
(Hons) A&CE, Mr Anthony Mifsud HND Agric., Mr Carmel Ellul BE&A (Hons)
A&CE, Mr Chris Borg BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Ms Mariella Axisa BE&A (Hons) A&CE
and Mr Charles Calleja members.
The members of the second division were:
Mr Paul Borg BE&A (Hons) A&CE chairman and Mr Saviour Borg BE&A (Hons)
A&CE, Mr Ray Bondin M.A. (Bar. Stud), Mr William Soler BE&A (Hons) A&CE,
Mr Paul Buhagiar BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Ms Elena Borg Costanzi BE&A (Hons)
A&CE and Mr Joe Attard Tabone, members.
Between May 2002 and September 2002 the Commission had three Divisions.
“DCC A” determined applications falling outside the development zones and major
projects. “DCC B” determined applications within scheme and industrial areas while
“DCC C” decided applications in village cores and urban conservation areas.
During this period each board met 51 times and were constituted as follows:
DCC A
Ms Catherine Galea M.Q.R B.Sc (Eng) B.A. (Arch) A.&C.E. chairperson and
Mr Andrew Ellul BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Mr Anthony Mifsud HND Agric., Mr Ray
Bondin M.A. (Bar. Stud), Ms Mariella Axisa BE&A (Hons) A&CE , Dr Conrad
Thake BE&A (Hons) A&CE, and Mr Philip Mifsud BE&A (Hons) A&CE members.
DCC B
Mr Carmel Ellul BE&A (Hons) A&CE chairman and Mr Chris Borg BE&A (Hons)
A&CE, Mr William Soler BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Mr Paul Buhagiar BE&A (Hons)
A&CE, Ms Elena Borg Costanzi BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Mr Charles Calleja and Mr
Patrick Calleja, members.
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DCC C
Mr Paul Borg BE&A (Hons) A&CE chairman and Mr Saviour Borg BE&A (Hons)
A&CE, Mr Norbert Gatt BE&A (Hons) A&CE, Mr Joseph Bondin BE&A (Hons)
A&CE, Ms Anne Agius Ferrante, Mr John Ebejer MRTPI, BE&A (Hons) A&CE
and Mr Joe Attard Tabone members.

Heritage Advisory Committee
This independent committee of experts appointed by MEPA to advise on heritage
policy, the scheduling of natural and built heritage sites and the designation of rural
and urban conservation areas, met 135 times during the review period. 2,780
applications were discussed by the committee and 419 sites were visited. Following
the reorganization of the Planning Directorate, closer liaison was established
between the Committee and newly-established Urban Conservation Area Team.
More site inspections were carried out during the review period in a bid to improve
the quality of the advice given by the Committee.
The Heritage Advisory Committee is composed as follows: Perit Konrad Buhagiar
BE&A (Hons), Dip. Cons. (Rome), A&CE, chairman; Perit Michael Ellul BE&A
(Hons), Dip. Arch. (Rome), F.R.Hist.S. (London), A&CE, MQR, deputy chairman;
and Prof Patrick J Schembri BSc, MSc, PhD (Glasgow), Cbiol, FIBiol, Prof
Godfrey Wettinger BA, MA (Lond.), PhD (Lond.), MOM, Dr Albert Ganado BA,
LL.D, KM, MOM, Perit Dr David Mallia BE&A (Hons), LRSM, Dip. Cons. (Milan),
PhD (Milan), A&CE, Perit Joseph Bondin BE&A (Hons), A&CE, Dr Vincent
Depasquale BA, LL.D, Mr Joseph C Sammut KM, Mr Joe Attard Tabone,
Mr Anthony Pace BA, M Phil(Cantab), FCCF and Mr Ray Bondin BA, MA (Bar.
Stud.), members.

Inter-Departmental Planning Committee
Following the amendments to the Development Planning Act in 2001, the InterDepartmental Planning Committee continued to consider applications for development
submitted to the Malta Environment Planning Authority by Government Departments
or similar agencies. This procedure applies only to those applications which were
pending before the Committee when the relative legal provisions came into force
earlier this year. The Committee considers such applications only in the case of
a rejection of a proposal or an imposition of conditions deemed unreasonable by
the applicant department. It also acts as an intermediary between departments
and the Authority to try to reach agreement. The new legal provisions entrust the
Committee with the responsibility to co-ordinate and monitor the implementation
of the functions conferred upon a Government department or agency by any
development plan or planning policy. The Inter-Departmental Planning Committee
is composed as follows:
Mr Anthony Mifsud Dip Bus Law & Accty, FCIPD (Office of the Prime Minister)
is chairman, Mr Marco Abela (Malta Development Corporation), Mr Anton
Camilleri BE&A, A&CE (Housing Construction & Maintenance Department),
Mr Vincent Cassar B Arch, FIHEEM, A&CE (Works Division), Mr Albert Mamo
(Land Department), Mr Antoine Riolo BSc (Eng), M Eng, MI Mech E, C Eng (Malta
Resources Authority), Mr Victor Rizzo (Local Councils Department), Mr Victor
Torpiano BA (Arch Studies), B Arch (Hons), A&CE (MEPA), Mr Louis Vella BSc
(Environment Protection Directorate, MEPA) are members.
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Users' Committee
The Users’ Committee is autonomous from the Malta Environment & Planning
Authority and is appointed by the Minister. The committee has an audit function
with a view to recommend to the Minister changes and improvements aimed at
making MEPA more transparent, customer friendly and efficient. During the period
under review the Committee met 12 times and discussed and made
recommendations on the following issues: silent hours at MEPA; information leaflets;
amendments to the Development Planning Act; the MEPA web site; the merger
of the Planning Authority with the Environment Protection Department and ''access
for all''. The Committee continued to monitor the complaints received by MEPA,
paying particular attentions to cases involving issues of a general nature. It held
meetings with the MEPA Chairman and the Kummissjoni Nazzjonali Persuni
b’Dizabilita’ and two meetings with Parliamentary Secretary George Pullicino.
The Users’ Committee, the members of which attend in a representative and
honorary capacity, is composed as follows: Dr Joe A Doublet Dip.Env Sci., BSc,
PGCE, MSc (Wales), PhD (Wales) (Environment and Heritage Groups) is chairman
and Mr Emmanuel Abela (Consumers’ Union), Mr Charles Busuttil (General
Retailers and Traders Union), Mr Anton Zammit A&CE (Chamber of Architects
and Civil Engineers), Ms Antonia Farrugia (Local Councils Association), Mr Ian
Mizzi (Federation of Industry) and Mr Albert P Mamo (Malta Chamber of Commerce),
members.

The Planning Consultative Committee
The Planning Consultative Committee is made up of representatives of
organizations representing various aspects of life in Malta. The members of the
Committee are appointed by the Prime Minister. The Committee advises the
Government and the Authority on any policy or proposal contained in a
development plan on which its advice is sought and on matters the Committee
believes it should draw attention to. During the period under review the Committee
met two times and discussed, among other items, the Qawra Coast Development
Brief, the Grand Harbour Local Plan and Proposed Changes in Villa Site Conditions
in DC 2000.
Mr Andrew Ellul BE&A (Hons) A&CE (Chamber of Architects) is chairman and
Mr Francis Tabone is secretary. The members are: Mr Simon Mifsud (The
Malta Chamber of Commerce), Mr Lino D Abela L.P. (Malta Federation of
Industry), Prof Edward Mallia PhD (Oxon) (Moviment ghall-Ambjent), Mr Darrin
Stevens (Arbor Student’s House), Mr David Dandria B.Sc (Zoology) Hons.
(Lond) ARCS (Society for the Study and Conservation of Nature), Dr David
Mallia BE&A (Hons), LRSM, Dip.Cons (Milan), PhD (Milan), A&CE (Din l-Art
Helwa), Dr Mario Buhagiar B.A. (Hons), Mphil (Lond), PhD (Lond) (Grupp Wirt
Storiku), Ms Blanche Martin (National Council of Women), Mr Maurice Tabone
(Association of Estate Agents), Dr Joe A Doublet B.Sc Dip.Env Sci., PGCE,
MSc (Wales), PhD (Wales) (Birdlife Malta), Mr Victor Mamo (Ghaqda Kaccaturi
Nassaba u Konservazzjonisti), Mr Joseph Bugeja (National Commission for
Persons with Disability), Mr Giovanni Buttigieg (Ecological Society), Mr Godwin
Vella (Wirt Ghawdex), Ms Marie Louise Mangion (Malta Tourism Authority),
Mr Stephen Borg (Fondazzjoni Wirt Artna), Mr G A Fairclough (Archaeological
Society), Mr Anthony Zammit (National Youth Council), Mr Vincent Farrugia
(GRTU) and Mr Charles Zammit (Local Councils Association).
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Minerals Advisory Board

In the review period the Minerals Advisory Board met three times. Matters discussed
included: the Minerals Subject Plan; action taken in respect of quarries operating
outside permitted boundaries; board procedures when considering applications
for additional quarrying; landscaping and restoration schemes at mineral workings;
minerals development applications; data acquisition; existing quarry operations
in close proximity to scheduled sites/properties; illegal quarry operations and related
illegal development; dust control and contaminated stone and mineral resources.
Dr Godwin Cassar BArch, Dip BIE (R'Dam) A&CE, FRTPI, FCMI, FIMgt,D.UNIV
is chairman and Dr Dimitrio Duca D.Geol. (Milan), FGS, FIAEG is deputy chairman.
The members are: P.C. Vincent Mifsud, P.C. Lawrence Cachia (Commissioner
of Police), Mr Peter Gatt B.A. (Hons).Lond, MSc(R’dg) (Ministry for Resources
and the Infrastructure), Mr Annetto Portelli (Works Division Explosives Section),
Mr Anthony Pace BA, Mphil (Catab.), FCCF (Superintendent of Cultural Heritage),
Director or his representative (Department of Agriculture), Director or his representative
(Environment Protection Directorate), Mr Vincent Farrugia BA(Hons) Econ.,
D.Econ.FITD) (Association of General Retailers and Traders), Dr John Mangion
D.Geol.(Milan), F.G.S. (Water Services Corporation (until July 2002), Director or
representative (Department of Health) and Mr Franco Pisani (Acting Secretary).

Loggerhead Turtle
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Index to illustrations: Threatened Species
Tetraclinis articulata
G˙arg˙ar
Sandarac Gum Tree: Malta’s national tree - within
Europe the tree is found in Malta and Spain.

Tulipa sylvestris
Tulipan Selva©©
Wild Tulip: Critically endangered and persisting
only in a few square metres in one valley in
Malta.

Orchis italica
Óajja u Mejta tal-Werqa Fdewxa
Naked-man Orchid: This orchid is critically
endangered, with less than 30 plants left, mostly
in one valley in Malta.

Euphorbia paralias
Teng˙ud tar-Ramel
Sea Spurge: Sea Spurge is one of the most
critically endangered sand-inhabiting species,
found only in one locality in Gozo.

Cynomorium coccineum
G˙erq Sinjur
Malta Fungus: The famed Malta Fungus is a
very rare parasitic flowering plant of considerable
cultural and historical interest.

Linaria pseudolaxiflora
Papoççi ta’ Malta
Maltese Toadflax: Maltese Toadflax is known
only in Malta, Gozo and Linosa. It has become
extinct from most localities.

Brachytrupes megacephalus
Grillu tar-Ramel
Sand Cricket: This very rare and vulnerable
cricket is one of the fauna inhabiting some local
sand dunes.

The Maltese Islands are
rich in biodiversity. Yet our
modern lifestyles and the
high population density
are putting increasing
pressures on our wild
plants and animals. As a
result some species have
become extinct and
others are under threat.
The conservation of these
species is one of the goals
of the Environment
Protection Directorate.
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Potamon fluviatile lanfrancoi
Qabru
Maltese Freshwater Crab: The Maltese
Freshwater Crab is endemic, endangered and
found only in a few Maltese valleys with perennial
water supply.

Pinna nobilis
Nakkra tal-Óarira
Fan Mussel: Quite rare locally - inshore
populations are decreasing due to over collection
as well as habitat degradation and pollution.

Caretta caretta
Fekruna tal-Ba˙ar
Loggerhead Turtle: The Loggerhead Turtle is a
globally threatened species and ranked as an
endangered species in the Mediterranean. It
formerly nested in Gozo and Comino.

Monachus monachus
Monka
Mediterranean Monk Seal: The Mediterranean
Monk Seal is one of the most endangered
mammal species worldwide.

Corallium rubrum
Qroll l-A˙mar
Red Coral: Red Coral is rare in the Maltese
Islands and generally restricted to deep caves
or very deep waters.

Hippocampus ramulosus
Ûiemel tal-Ba˙ar Óalqu Twil
Long-nosed Sea-Horse: This peculiar fish is
quite scarce in the Maltese Islands due to its
fragility and exploitation as curios.
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Gibbula nivosa
Gibbula ta’ Malta
Maltese Top-Shell: Vulnerable and rare locally
with a very restricted distribution. It is endemic
to the Maltese Islands.

Posidonia oceania
Alka
Neptune Grass: An endemic
Mediterranean marine plant.

