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Scientific Name:

Atriplex lanfrancoi
(Cremnophyton lanfrancoi)
English:

Maltese Cliff-orache
Maltese:

il-bjanka tal-irdum

The Maltese Cliff-orache is a perennial shrub which usually grows 40-80 cm (rarely
more than 1 m) in height. Being a woody shrub, it is characterised by dense and
branched foliage. The leaves are greyish green in colour and are narrow, elongate
and relatively succulent. Flowers are small and inconspicuous, and can be seen
between late summer and early autumn. Following this period, small nutlets
(fruits) are formed in November. These, together with the bracts, become reddishpurple as they ripen.
This plant is rare and endemic to Malta. This species is very old, probably surviving
the Ice Age periods only in the Maltese Islands, and is considered as an ancestral
species to the more recent sea-purslanes. In the wild, it is usually found in cliffside communities, and generally restricted to the sheer seaside cliffs found along
the north-western and southern areas of Malta and Gozo, including Fungus Rock.
The habitats are relatively inaccessible and therefore protected from disturbances;
however, the relatively discontinuous distribution and low natural recruitment
may be causing a decline in the range of this species. Amongst cliff collapse,
erosion and non-native plants, it is also thought that recruitment may be low due
to impacts from fungi and insects that thrive on it.
The Maltese Cliff-orache is considered to be critically endangered, and is protected
through both national and international legislation. Special Areas of Conservation
have been designated to further protect this species and its habitat. The
management of such sites, law enforcement and research are crucial, and ex situ
conservation for this species has been considered and carried out. Furthermore,
the public is encouraged to protect it in its natural environment by avoiding
activities such as dumping or the introduction of non-native plants which threaten
and harm local species.
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