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Scientific Name:

Aphanius fasciatus
English:

Mediterranean Killifish
Maltese:

il-bużaqq

The Mediterranean Killifish is a small stocky fish bearing large eyes and an
obliquely placed mouth; the lower jaw is slightly longer than the upper. The total
length does not exceed 6cm (male) and 7.2cm (Female).
Colouration shows a pronounced sexual dimorphism, and varies considerably; in
general, the male colouration is particularly striking, being greenish-brown and
white below, with brown and silvery white alternating stripes. The female is paler,
with shorter vertical stripes.
Endemic to the Mediterranean and native to Malta, il-bużaqq is the only truly
brackish water fish occurring in Malta. This short-lived species is a predator and
grazer, which feeds on invertebrates and plants. It spawns from April to September,
but in Malta, it has been observed to spawn mainly between May and August.
The Killifish has been recorded in the past from a number of localities, including
Kalafrana, St. George’s Bay (Birżebbuġa), Marsaxlokk, il-Malgħuq (Marsascala),
il-Marsa, is-Salina, is-Simar, and l-Għadira, and from il-Qawra (Gozo). Surveys
carried out have revealed that this species has disappeared or declined in many
localities due to anthropogenic factors, namely habitat alteration, development
and pollution. Such decline is also due to its dependence on brackish water, which
habitat is also very rare in Malta.
The species is now legally protected at a national and international scale, and its
conservation is currently being addressed through the management plans and
legal provisions for the management the relevant Natura 2000 sites in Malta.
Additionally, a captive breeding programme, ‘Mediterranean Killifish Conservation
Project’ led by Nature Trust Malta and the Malta Aquaculture Research Centre and
authorised by ERA, is being carried out. Its primary objective is to secure a viable
population in captivity of the more vulnerable Maltese populations which can
be used to enhance the natural populations, and raise awareness & educate the
public about the importance of preserving this species and its habitats.
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