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Scientific Name:

Discoglossus pictus pictus
English:

Painted Frog
Maltese:

iż-żrinġ (the adult frog),
il-marżepp (the tadpole)

Endemic to the islands of Malta and Sicily, the Painted Frog is the only naturallyoccurring amphibian in the Maltese Islands. It is distributed throughout Malta and
Gozo, namely in valleys, agricultural land and other places with a source of freshwater;
however it prefers shallow pools in valleys. In summer, this species retreats in damp
places. As its common name implies, the dorsal of this species has colourful markings
with different colours and patterns, whilst its underside is whitish. This frog has a
flat head with a stout body, and can reach around 7 cm in length.
In one night, females mate with several males and in total lay 500 eggs in a layer held
together by a gelatinous covering. The young tadpoles, each around 3 mm in length,
do not resemble the adults; their diet gradually changes from vegetable matter to
invertebrates and other small animals, and after 5-8 weeks they metamorphose into
froglets. Adults are carnivorous, and catch their prey using their sticky tongue. They
feed on a large variety of invertebrates, geckoes, tadpoles, and even younger frogs.
The Painted Frog was once common in all localities having a source of freshwater.
However, its distribution became more restricted along the years due to various
human-related impacts. The rarity of freshwater habitats across the islands and the
drought period during the dry season, also affect species such as this, which depend
on a supply of freshwater. It is important to note that the Painted Frog is protected
by international, regional and national legislation, implying that, amongst other
activities, it is illegal to deliberately disturb, capture or kill this species.
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