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Scientific Name:

Anemonia viridis
Synonym:

Anemonia sulcata
English:

Snakelocks Anemone
Maltese:

l-artikla ħadra

The Snakelocks Anemone is a small, peculiar animal found in the eastern Atlantic
Ocean and throughout the Mediterranean Sea, including also along the North
African coast. In Malta it is very common, attaching itself to rocks, seaweeds and
sea-grasses, and even to the shells of invertebrates such as molluscs or crabs. This
anemone grows to around 10cm wide and can live as far down as 20m, however it
prefers brightly lit shallow waters, where it is frequently observed in rock pools on
the seashore.
This species is characterised by its long, greenish tentacles with purple tips, each
lined with venomous, stinging cells. The green colouration is due to the presence of
symbiotic algae that use sunlight as an energy source – the algae provide food and
oxygen, whilst the anemone provides protection and a reliable exposure to sunlight.
Underneath the mass of tentacles one finds the polyp body, which is a tubular
structure, whilst the mouth lies imbedded between the tentacles. Sea anemones are
voracious predators, sweeping the surrounding seawater for any suitable prey that
comes within reach of their tentacles, immobilising it with their paralysing venom.
Interestingly, sea anemones are capable to reproduce both sexually and asexually.
Since they lack the free-swimming medusa stage of their life-cycle, during the mating
season in the summer months, the fertilised egg develops directly into another polyp.
Even though the Snakelocks Anemone enjoys favourable conservation status,
aquarium fishing activities may have an impact on this species, as sea anemones
are fast becoming popular aquarium pets, not to mention that anemones are
occasionally also consumed in Malta, where they are deep fried in olive oil.
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