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Scientific Name:

Pancratium maritimum
English:

Sea Daffodil
Maltese:

il-pankrazju,
in-narċis il-baħar,
il-ġilju tar-ramel

The Sea Daffodil is a bulbous perennial from the Amaryllidaceae family. It is
a flowering plant characteristic of sand dunes, where it withstands strong
winds and sea spray. It can endure this harsh environment as its bulbs lay
deep underground and its flowering stem is thick and robust. The long and
twisted leaves of this plant, with a greyish-green colour, are seen emerging
from the sand in the beginning of summer. Flowering takes place in late
summer to early autumn, when the leaves would have already withered. The
fragrant flowers are white, with the centre in the shape of a trumpet or bell.
The fruit is a large and oval capsule, containing charcoal-black seeds with an
outer protective black cover. This cover provides insulation to the inner seed
from the scorching hot sand in summer days. When ripe, the seeds simply
drop down beneath the plant, without any particular dispersal mechanism.
Even though the Sea Daffodil can tolerate temperatures down to -5°C, it
requires a hot dry summer for the bulbs to fully ripen.
Though widespread across the Mediterranean region, and even in some
coastal areas of the Black Sea, this plant is rare to scarce in the Maltese
Islands, in view of the limited extent of its natural habitat. It most often
occurs in sand dunes and sand dune remnants, but occasionally also in rdum
and on cliffs, and may be frequent to common where it occurs. The Sea
Daffodil was occasionally used for a variety of reasons, amongst which for
medicinal purposes and even as a pesticide. It has a threatened status and
both its habitat and the plant itself are afforded legal protection through
various national and international legislation.
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