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Introduction

1.1 Background to the Development

1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

The Project Description Statement (PDS) has been prepared to justify the proposed
development for the area understated here. The site is owned by Jurgen Fatli, who is the
applicant, on behalf of Interfinance Ltd, at 75, Swieqi Road, Swieqi, the former located at
ex-Quarry 48/38 at Triq it-Torrijiet Vincenti in Mgabba. The site adjoins two access roads,
Trig it-Torrijiet Vincenti and Triq |-Isqof, and other agricultural fields and is accessible from

Trig Valletta, in Mgabba.

Enhancing access to power is a key priority for Interfinance Ltd, and solar power is a sector
where they aim to expand. Interfinance Ltd. Is an investor in green energy production and
is a key stakeholder in ensuring the successful delivery of the project. This capacity is

necessary to ensure that the PV project is well-designed, executed and built to last.

Installations of photovoltaic (PV) power plants represent an opportunity to expand the
energy sector to meet energy needs in a sustainable manner and help build on the
capacity amongst key stakeholders. Continued advancement and further cost reductions
will expand these opportunities, especially where favorable solar conditions exist. Policy
environments and regulatory frameworks have also been deployed by the Planning
Authority (PA) following the publication of several EU directives that have been

transposed into local legislation and energy-related policies and action plans.

In addition to this, solar PV power has become an increasingly important energy supply
option and the reduction in costs of PV modules have improved solar PVis
competitiveness enabling solar power generation to be economically viable to compete

with other power generation options. A major incentive in the development of solar farms
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1.1.5

1.1.6

is the fact that the Maltese Islands have an excellent solar resource and have adopted
policies to encourage the development of the solar industry to realize the benefits that

the use of PV technology can have to its economy whilst improving energy security.

In so far, the applicant seeks to restore parts of the quarry that has been exhausted into
a solar energy production facility. When all activity will be ceased and backfilling
completed, the quarry will be turned into a solar farm facility. The restoration of the
exhausted parts will be infilled with inert construction material. Most of the underlying

land use and adjacent land uses are land uses that cannot be relocated elsewhere.

The operations and development on site will be managed by Mr. Emmanuel Psaila, with
[.D. 076451M, who will be managing the development and operations of the restoration
of the quarry and the development of the solar farm. Mr. Emmanuel Psaila is also
responsible for ensuring the required permits and clearances are obtained prior
commencement of works be carried out in accordance with the relevant and applicable
regulations and legislation. The report was prepared with the guidance of Regulation 5(1)

of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2007 (L.N. 114/2007).
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1.1.7

1.1.8

Contents of the Project Description Statement:

An account of the applicant and key stakeholder who will carry out the development;
A description of the different stages of the project and its objectives;

A description of the existing and surrounding land uses;

Description of access to site and parking provision;

Description of services, water, foul water sewers, runoff water drainage and energy

sources available on site;

A description of dust, noise, and waste mitigation measures during operation to mitigate

major environmental impact identified;

Estimates of the number of people employed and outlines machinery to be used for site

operations.

The report seeks to provide a basis on which the development can hinge and provide

information to mitigate negative environmental impacts in anticipation, which can
require further detailed studies should it be necessary.

.@%' )

ment  Development Land us Access & parking  Water & electrical Employment
Objectives nm..l building
quarrying
arable land
- waste management
- construction fill/aggre
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services

Figure 1: Report objectives
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Figure 3: Site area, accessed from Triq Valletta & Triq it-Torrijiet Vincenti, in Mgabba.

ay.l
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Site and surroundings

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

A land survey of the quarry has been prepared to establish with precision the site
boundaries and site levels. The depth levels of the quarry vary from an elevation of 105.54
meters from mean sea level on the western parts of the site to an elevation of 99.00
meters from mean sea level on the eastern parts of the site. Such details are included in
the drawings prepared for the scope of this development. The shape of the site is an
irregular one and compromises three separate areas one of which would be utilized for

the erection of the solar panels.

The current and future state of the quarry is dependent on the fill capacity of the quarry,
the rate of dumping and the rate of aggregate production and reuse. The fill capacity
depends on the rate of dumping and the fill compaction based on the type of material
used for compaction. The currently void space amounts to about 150,370 cubic meters to
reach the required levels identified in the drawings prepared for the purpose of the
development, which stipulate heights reaching the existing street levels of 105.54 meters,
103.94 meters, and 99.0 meters above mean sea level after backfilling is completed and
all other activities in the quarry have ceased. Therefore, a total of 150,370 cubic meters
of inert construction material would be used for the backfilling of the quarry. The tillage
of land also helps in the compaction of the surface if problems of compaction exist. Having
finished this process, the solar farm would be built which consists from a reservoir
structure, substation and solid foundations upon which the structure of the solar panels
could be built to resist wind loads and ground subsidence whilst securing the PV modules
in place. The quarry can then be used for the installation of PV modules to collect solar

energy and generate electricity.

The two sub-areas marked as third party property consist of an open field with a

compacted gravel surface. It is also foreseen that these areas are infilled with the
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deposition and compaction of inert construction material. The second area marked as the
third-party property, adjacent to existing quarries, is also identified for infilling, as
proposed in a previous application for the same quarry, once adjacent quarries would be
filled with inert material. Notwithstanding this provision in the quest to avoid constructing
a very thick retaining wall, this area of the quarry would be proposed for the construction

of stores and garages in a separate application submission.

Figure 4: Existing Quarry
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Figure 5: Existing Quarry

1.3 Planning history and site operations

The mineral®xtraction consists ithe cuttingand dressing oflobigerina limestone into
blocks of standargizesand loaded onto trucksreadyto be transportedo construction
sites across Malta These quarrying activities almost exhaustedby large have left a
distinctive void that is being replaced with inert construction meledumping within the
quarry bytipper trucks disposing of waste material from construction sites. Once such
activity ceases the extracted minerals will be replaa@ti inert construction material up

to levels indicated on the drawings.

9| Page




























































	Introduction
	1.1 Background to the Development

	Site and surroundings
	1.2
	1
	1.1
	1.2
	1.3 Planning history and site operations
	1.4 Physical characteristics of the site, including size scale and design
	1.5 A description of surrounding land uses, their nature, extent and environmental characteristics

	The Proposed Development - The Need for such Development in ODZ areas
	2
	2.1 Objectives of the proposal
	Economic Objectives
	Social Objectives
	Environmental Objectives
	The Restoration and Development of the Quarry
	2.2 Policy and Planning Context
	2.3 Waste streams, raw materials, storage, and handling.
	2.4 Protection and Conservation of ODZ areas – Waste, water and energy handling
	2.5 Description of services for the treatment of water, waste and energy sources
	2.6 Uses, Technologies, locations, land use and arrangements
	2.7 Works Method Statement - Project development sequencing, employment, parking requirements and machinery
	The Development of the Solar Farm
	2.8 Policy and Planning Context
	2.9 Description of services for the treatment of water, waste and energy sources
	2.10 Uses, technologies, location, land use and arrangements
	2.11 Works Method Statement - Project development sequencing, employment, parking requirements and machinery
	2.11.1
	2.11.2
	2.11.3 Phases of development:


	Access to and off-site
	Site management and waste management
	2.12
	2.13
	2.13.1
	2.13.2 The waste management shall include actions such as the collection, transport, recovery and disposal of waste as well as the supervision of operations, after-care of disposal sites, and dealership activities. The recording of waste would have to...
	2.13.3 Other recyclable building waste can be collected separately into skips and recycled at an approved site and these include timber, scrap steel and off-cuts, pallets, plastics, paper, and cardboard.


	Potential Environmental Impacts
	3
	3.1 Qualitative Effects and Mitigation Proposals

	Summary

