Annex I
Environmental Impact Assessment
Schedule III
(Screening according to S.L. 549.46)

ERA Reference no.:

EA/00020/19

PA Reference no.:

N/A

Project Title:

Rehabilitation of existing hard stone quarry

Location:

Ta’ Dmejrek, Siggiewi

Screening date:

April 2019

_____________________________________________________________________

1.

Outline of proposal

1.1

The proposal is for the backfilling of the exhausted hardstone quarry, in order to restore
the pre-existing geomorphology by constructing terraces and levelling with top soil as
well as rehabilitation of the surface by planting of olive trees.

1.2

The quarry covers an area of approximately 23,400 square meters and raw materials
have been extracted since the 1950’s. The currently void space amounts to around
375,000 cubic meters. The PDS (pg. 8, Section 3.2) reports that if around 3,500 cubic
meters of inert waste will be backfilled weekly, the exhausted quarry site will have a
lifetime of two to three years until completely filled up.

2.

Site context

2.1

The site is located to the South West of Siggiewi in an area known as ta’ Dmejrek
consisting of a complex of quarries operated by different owners. The site and its
surroundings are situated within the territory covered by the North West Local Plan
(NWLP) as indicated in Maps 5, 8 and 70 of the same plan . The geographical
surroundings and immediate area of resource excavation are presented in the aerial
photo below (Figure 1) dated 2016.
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2.1

In addition, the site is located:
Within an Area of Archaeological Importance (AAI) ‘Ix-Xaghra ta’ Ghar il-Kbir’
scheduled by Government Notice 277/98 as Level 1 archaeological site;
In the vicinity of the Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Rdumijiet ta’ Malta: IrRamla taċ-Ċirkewwa sal-Ponta ta’ Bengħisa (MT000024);
In the vicinity of the Area of Ecological Importance (AEI) and an Area of High
Landscape Value (AHLV) through Government Notice 400/96 as level 3 for the
protection of the coastal cliffs ‘From Irdum Dikkiena to Ghar il-Hamiem’;
In the vicinity of the Special Protected Area (SPA) Rdumijiet ta' Malta: Ras ilPellegrin sax-Xaqqa (MT000032); and
In the vicinity of the Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protected
Area (SPA) L-Inħawi tal-Buskett u tal-Girgenti (MT000018). This site is also
designated as a Tree Protected Area (TPA) known as ‘Gnien il-Kbir, Il-Buskett &
Wied il-Girgenti’.
-

2.2

Some of the quarry has been abandoned for a couple of years and has resulted in the
current surface area of parts of the quarry to become covered by vegetation as illustrated
in Figure 2.

Figure 1: Aerial image showing location of the proposed development site, marked in red (Source: PA
Geoserver).
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Figure 2: 2016 Aerial photo of the quarry (Source: PDS).
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Figure 3: Plan showing proposed restoration levels with agricultural soil and trees to be planted.

3.

Site history

This site has been previously subject to the following Enforcement Notices and Planning
Applications:
3.1

EC/00015/11 – Back-filling and dumping of non-inert material without permit – pending
direct action.

3.2

PA/00548/18 – Proposed levelling of site/quarry and installation of photovoltaic farm
infrastructure – withdrawn.

3.3

PA/09549/18 – Proposed levelling of site/quarry and Installation of photovoltaic farm
infrastructure, proposal includes: proposed reservoirs, proposed Substation, proposed
landscaping around the site – screening process.
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4.

Overall Assessment

4.1

The following documents were used for screening:
a)
b)

Restoration Method Statement (RMS), submitted on the 16th July 2018;
Project Description Statement (PDS), which was referred to ERA on 13th March
2019.

4.2

Although the PDS makes brief reference to the potential after-use of the restored quarry
as a PV farm for renewable energy generation, this assessment considers the backfilling
of the exhausted hardstone quarry and restoration of the site by levelling with top soil
and planting of olive trees as the merits of this proposal (as indicated in the plans for this
proposal as shown in Figure 3).

4.3

Notwithstanding the above, PA 9549/18 for the installation of PV panels over the whole
site, which is currently active, shall be contingently assessed following successful
restoration of the exhuasted quarry through back-filling and levelling operations.

4.4

The site is located in the vicinity of the Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Rdumijiet ta’
Malta: Ir-Ramla taċ-Ċirkewwa sal-Ponta ta’ Bengħisa (MT000024) and borders a
number of Annex I listed habitats. These habitats are located just outside the
development site, namely:
Assemblages of Mediterranean temporary ponds, Thermo-Mediterranean and predesert scrub & Endemic phyryganas of the Euphorbio-Verbascion (habitats 3170,
5330 & 5430);
Assemblages of Thermo-Mediterranean and pre-desert scrub & Calcareous rocky
slopes with chasmophytic vegetation (habitats 5330 & 8210);
Assemblages of Mediterranean salt steppes & Thermo-Mediterranean and predesert scrub (habitats 1510 & 5330);
Pseudo-steppe with grasses and annuals of the Thero-Brachypodietea (habitat
6220);
Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation (habitat 8210);
West Mediterranean clifftop phryganas & Pseudo-steppe with grasses and annuals
of the Thero-Brachypodietea (habitats 5410 & 6220);
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Mediterranean coasts with endemic Limonium spp.,
Endemic phryganas of the Euphorbio-Verbascion & Calcareous rocky slopes with
chasmophytic vegetation (habitats 1240, 5430 & 8210);
Mediterranean salt steppes (habitat 1510);
Olea and Ceratonia forests (habitat 9320); and
Arborescent matorral with Laurus nobilis (habitat 5230).

-

-

4.5

Some of the habitats mentioned above support a number of rare species and species
important for conservation. Particularly, the coastal and cliff habitats support the Maltese
Salt Tree (Salsola melitensis), the Maltese Cliff-orache (Atriplex lanfrancoi), the Gozo
Hyoseris (Hyoseris frutescens) and the Maltese Rock Centaury (Cheirolophus
crassifolius), all of which are endemic to the Maltese Islands. The garigue habitats also
support endemic species and provide suitable habitat for orchid species, whilst the rock
pools are home to a number of rare species, including the sub-endemic Maltese
Waterwort (Elatine gussonei) (confined to the Maltese and Pelagian Islands). The site is
also known to host a rare local population of the Maltese Hawksbeard Crepis neglecta.
Furthermore, the site supports a number of rare fauna, including invertebrates such as
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species of Top Snails, reptiles, including geckos, snakes and the Maltese Wall Lizard;
and mammals, including bats, the Etruscan shrew and the Weasel. The SAC provides
a suitable environment for foraging bat species and caves within the site provide suitable
roosting sites.
4.6

The Special Protected Area (SPA) Rdumijiet ta' Malta: Ras il-Pellegrin sax-Xaqqa
(MT000032); is of importance because of the breeding of the Yelkouan Shearwater and
Scopoli’s Shearwater seabird populations located along the cliffs as well as other
breeding species such as the Blue Rock Thrush (Malta’s National Bird), also associated
with the cliff area.

4.7

Back filling of the quarry will be carried out in phases with the western area of the quarry
to be levelled first. The PDS reports that the material which enters the quarry will be
clean inert construction waste which can either be crushed by a mobile crusher or
worked out using a road roller to compact the material. Compaction not only ensures the
stability of the designed slopes but also mitigates dust dispersion. Other mitigation
measures to reduce dust generation and dispersion mentioned in the PDS include use
of dust suppression spray bars, water sprays as well as wetting of surface as higher
levels are reached.

4.8

Back filling of the quarry to levels that reflect the general topography is considered
beneficial to the aforementioned habitats and species since this will allow eventual
rehabilitation of the site.

4.9

Quarrying in the surrounding area has substantially disfigured much of the rural
landscape. The restoration will improve site views as one of the existing scars in the
landscape of the area will be removed by back filling.

5.

Screening in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2017
(S.L. 549.46)

5.1. The proposed development falls under the scope of Schedule I Category II:

Section 1.0.2.1 (Development with a site area of 2ha or more);

Section 9.0.2.3 (Restoration and after-use of existing or disused quarries or
mines, other than for restoration of the site back to its pristine state);
of the EIA Regulations (S.L. 549.46).
5.2. The PDS has been reviewed and it has been determined that the quarry restoration
would be of significant environmental benefit and any residual side-impacts of the
intervention are unlikely to be significant to the point of warranting an EIA, in accordance
with Regulation 15(3b) of the EIA Regulations 2017 (S.L. 549.46), as long as various
mitigation measures are duly incorporated into the mainstream development consent
mechanism and mitigated by means of conditions and specifications (e.g. approved
documents) in the development permit.
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6.

Screening in terms of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Protection
Regulations, 2006 (S.L. 549.44)

6.1

The following Natura 2000 sites are relevant to the proposal:





Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Rdumijiet ta’ Malta: Ir-Ramla taċ-Ċirkewwa salPonta ta’ Bengħisa (MT000024);
Special Protected Area (SPA) Rdumijiet ta' Malta: Ras il-Pellegrin sax-Xaqqa
(MT000032); and
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protected Area (SPA) L-Inħawi talBuskett u tal-Girgenti (MT000018).

6.2

In view of the above designations, this proposal has been screened in terms of
Regulation 19 of S.L. 549.44. The site was extensively quarried and has been subject
to 30 years of mineral extraction. Quarrying resulted in habitat destruction, general
dereliction and smothering of habitats and species by dust, as well as impacts from noise
and vibrations.

6.3

The proposal falls under the Rdumijiet ta’ Malta: Ir-Ramla ta’ Għajn Tuffieħa sax-Xaqqa,
Natura 2000 Management Plan. The relevant objectives of this subject plan are to
protect the environment and the amenities of residents; and to ensure that restoration is
carried out to provide a restoration strategy.

6.4

The quarry restoration is actually necessary for management of the Natura 2000 site.
Thus, as long as the entire restoration ‘package’ (including the site after-use) is in line
with the relevant Natura 2000 management plan and all works are carried out properly
such that environmental damage/impact is pre-empted at source through basic good
practice, the restoration is not expected to have any significant impacts on the integrity
of the habitats, species and the Natura 2000 site as a whole; on the other hand it will
improve the current status of the site and its surroundings by reinstating the original
landscape. No further assessment as per Regulation 19(1) (S.L. 549.44) is therefore
required.

7.

Recommended Way Forward

7.1

As outlined in Section 5 and 6 no further assessment as per Regulation 15(3b) of the
EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L. 549.46) and Regulation 19(1) of the Flora, Fauna and
Natural Habitats Protection Regulations, 2006 (S.L. 549.44) is required as long as
various mitigation measures are duly incorporated into the mainstream development
consent mechanism; and as long as the entire restoration ‘package’ (including the site
after-use) is in line with the relevant Natura 2000 management plan and all works are
carried out properly such that environmental damage/impact is pre-empted at source
through basic good practice.

7.2

The proposed agricultural (planting of olive trees) after-use is considered favourably
from an environmental point of view whilst any eventual installation of PV panels for the
generation of renewable energy is to be duly assessed in due course.

7.3

ERA requests that the conditions annexed with this consultation reply (Annex II) are duly
included as an approved document in the permit.
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_________________________________________________________________________
Disclaimer
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to any required
changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should the
information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this submission
would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened.
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