
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Perit Beppe Piscopo Date: 6th August 2018 
7, Waterfront, Flat 14, Our Ref:  EA00048/18 
Stella Maris Street,     
St. Paul’s Bay, SPB 3602    

 
 
Dear Mr. Piscopo,  
 
 

ERA Reference no.: EA00048/18 
Description Proposal: Restoration Method Statement – Proposed restoration of 

quarry by infilling of inert construction waste, inert demolition 
waste and inert material 

Location: Site at, Ix-Xaghra  tal-Maghluq, Siġġiewi 
 
1. Overview of Proposal 
 
The proposed development seeks to rehabilitate the existing disused hard stone quarry 
located in the area known as Ix-Xaghra tal-Maghluq (limits of Siġġiewi, bordering the Magħlaq 
valley system). The site will operate facilities such as wheel washing facility, weighbridge, 
welfare facilities, machinery and vehicles. These facilities are of a temporary nature and will 
only be in place during the duration of the proposed project. Upon completion of the project, 
these facilities are to be removed.  
 
2. Screening conclusion and recommended way forward 
 

2.1. EIA screening conclusion 
 
The proposed development falls within the scope of Schedule I, Category II as per Section 
9.0.2.3 (Restoration and after-use of existing or disused quarries or mines, other than for 
restoration of the site back to its pristine state) of the EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L. 549.46).  
 
Following detailed screening in accordance with Schedule III of the aforementioned 
regulations and screening matrix above, it is concluded that impacts of the development are 
unlikely to be significant to the point of warranting an EIA, as long as the restoration works 
seek to reinstate as faithfully as possible the original landforms that existed prior to quarrying, 
and does not introduce any new development. In this regard, the proposal does not require 
the submission of an EIA.  This consideration is also relevant on the Appropriate Assessment 
(AA) front (see Section 4.2 below). 
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2.2. AA screening conclusion  
 
With regards to the Appropriate Assessment, the proposal lies within the Natura 2000 site: 
MALT131 – MALT138: Rdumijiet ta’ Malta designated as a Special Area of Conservation – 
International Importance via Government Notice 223 of 2005; and MT24: Rdumijiet ta’ Malta: 
Ir-Ramla taċ-Ċirkewwa sa Il-Ponta ta’ Bengħisa designated as a Special Area of conservation 
as declared though the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). To this effect, it has been assessed in 
terms of Regulation 19(1) of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Protection Regulations, 
2006 (S.L. 549.44). 
 
The quarry restoration is actually necessary for management of the Natura 2000 site. Thus, as 
long as the entire restoration ‘package’ (including the site after-use) is in line with the relevant 
Natura 2000 management plan and all works are carried out properly such that environmental 
damage/impact is pre-empted at source through basic good practice, the restoration is not 
expected to have any significant impacts on the integrity of the habitats, species and the 
Natura 2000 site as a whole; on the other hand it will improve the current status of the site 
and its surroundings by reinstating the original landscape. No further assessment as per 
Regulation 19(1) (S.L. 549.44) is therefore required, as long as the restoration works seek to 
reinstate as faithfully as possible the original landforms that existed prior to quarrying, and 
does not introduce any new development.   
 

2.3. Screening disclaimer  
 
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without 
prejudice to any clearances form other statutory bodies and any required changes or updates 
should the development proposal be eventually modified or should the 
information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect.  Any deviations of the proposal 
from this submission, or failure to honour any conditions tied to the screening conclusion, 
would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened. 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 

Ryan Busuttil 
 
Assistant Environment Protection Officer 

f/Director Environment Affairs 

  



Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

Schedule III 
  

(Screening according to S.L. 549.46) 
 

ERA Reference no.: EA 00048/18 
  
Project Title: Restoration Method Statement – Proposed restoration of quarry by infilling of 

inert construction waste, inert demolition waste and inert material 
  
Location:  Site at, Ix-Xaghra  tal-Maghluq, Siġġiewi 

  
Screening date: August 2018 

 

 

1. Description of Proposal 
 
1.1 Outline of project/development 
 
The proposed development seeks to rehabilitate the existing disused hard stone quarry located 

in the area known as Ix-Xaghra  tal-Maghluq, limits of Siġġiewi, bordering the Magħlaq valley 

system.  
 
The purpose of the Restoration Plan is to set out the way in which the quarries will be restored 
and developed for nature conservation purposes, so as to be compatible with the existing 
surrounding landscape.  
 
The site was previously used as an approved stone quarry. The site is currently subject to an 
enforcement bearing reference EC 71/17: Disused quarry and derelict structures at scheduled 
area as per GN400/96, GN241/94 and Special Area of Conservation as per GN223/05 causing 
injury to amenity. The proposed works are intended to also close off this enforcement. 
Furthermore, the site will operate the following facilities:  
 

 Wheel washing facility; 

 Weighbridge; 

 Welfare facilities; 

 Machinery and Vehicles; 
o Tankers; 
o Dump trucks and other vehicles; 
o Crusher and Screener; 
o Inert moving and compaction machinery. 

 
The above-mentioned facilities are of a temporary nature and will only be in place during the 
duration of the proposed project. Upon completion of the project, these facilities are to be 
removed. 
 
1.2 Site description and related considerations 
 
The quarry site has a surface area of approximately 51,000 square meters. The estimated time 
period for reinstatement operations is 1 year.  
 
The material which will be used as infill will either be crushed by a mobile crusher or worked 
out using a road roller to compact the material. The crusher, if installed, will be equipped with 
dust suppression spray bars. 
 



The quarry and the surrounding area are situated within the territory covered by North West 
Local Plan (NWLP), 2006. The latter provide guidelines for the type and restoration methods 
that should be applied for disused quarries in the area, including: 
 

 Restoration and after use of the quarries; 

 Management measures of the area;  

 Protection of the ecological habitats and other environmental resources; and  

 Development design. 
 
The site in question forms part of:  
 

 A scheduled Area of Ecological Importance (AEI) –  Rdum miċ-Ċirkewwa sa Bengħajsa 
(Government Notice 400 of 1996) and its buffer zone;  

 A scheduled Area of High Landscape Value (Government Notice 400 of 1996); and 

 A Special Area of Conservation of International Importance (MT 00024 – Rdumjiiet ta’ 
Malta: Ir-Ramla taċ-Ċirkewwa sal-Ponta ta’ Bengħisa, declared as per Government 
Notice 223 of 2005;  

 
The quarry is also located immediately adjacent to Wied il-Magħlaq (and forms part of its upper 
slopes) and in the proximity of the main escarpment of the Magħaq faults. The surrounding area 
is characterised by rocky land and garigue vegetation, with agricultural fields further away at 
the rear of the area..  
 
 

2. EIA-relevant history 

 
2.1 Relevant EIA/screening criteria (citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise 

specified): 

 
Schedule 1, Category II: 

 Section 9.0.2.3 (Restoration and after-use of existing or disused quarries or mines, 
other than for restoration of the site back to its pristine state). 

 
2.2 Version of documents used for screening: 

 
1. Restoration Method Statement (RMS) dated July 2018. 
2. North West Malta Local Plan (NWLP), 2006. 

 

  



3. Screening Matrix 
 

 

Que
stio
n 
No: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

1 Will construction, 
operation or 
decommissioning 
of the Project 
involve actions 
which will cause 
physical changes 
in the locality 
(topography, 
landuse, changes 
in water bodies, 
etc)? 

Yes. The project will contribute to the 
restoration of the quarry. The latter site 
is currently a depression in the 
topography.  
 
The quarry has a total area of 51,000m2 
and will be used for the disposal of clean 
inert waste. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No.  In principle, the project will have a 
significant beneficial impact on the site and 
its surrounding environment, as long as the 
project is limited to reasonably faithful 
restoration of the site topography and 
habitats to their former natural state, 
without any diversion to a different after-
use or introduction of development 
pressures.  

RMS 

2 Will construction or 
operation of the 
Project use natural 
resources such as 
land, water, 
materials or 
energy, especially 
any resources 
which are non-
renewable or in 
short supply? 

Yes. The proposed project will be 
backfilled with inert waste and 
reinstated to the original landform prior 
to quarrying activities. The origin of the 
infilling material will be clean inert waste 
mainly from construction sites which will 
be crushed, dumped and compacted. All 
of the above resources are neither 
renewable nor in such short supply as to 
be markedly affected by this project per 
se. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
The use of such resources for this project 
per se is not likely to have a significant 
impact given the nature (restoration of 
quarry) of the proposal. 
 

RMS  

3 Will the Project 
involve use, 
storage, transport, 
handling or 
production of 
substances or 
materials or 
energy, especially 
any resources 
which could be 
harmful to human 
health or the 
environment or 
raise concerns 
about actual or 
perceived risks to 
human health? 

Yes, the project is to be a source of dust 
emissions and potential leaks of fuels or 
oils from the machinery into the 
surrounding environment during the 
infilling of the quarries.  
 
However, such impacts are considered 
to be of a limited nature and can be 
largely pre-empted at source as long as 
appropriate good-practice measures 
are  adopted. 
 
No other harmful materials (storage, 
transport, handling or production) are 
envisaged. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No, the impact is not considered to be 
significant.  
 
The crusher and screener on site will 
process large pieces of inert material thus 
ensuring good compaction and stability, 
hence minimising dust dispersion. The 
maximum volume capacity of the quarry 
will be thus ensured. 
 
Also, standard mitigation measures for dust 
control, which is a temporary impact, 
should be enforced in accordance with the 
Environmental Management Construction 
Site Regulations (S.L.552.09), thus 
reducing impacts. 

RMS  

4 Will the Project 
produce solid 
wastes during 
construction, 
operation or 
decommissioning? 

No. The proposed development mainly 
involves the deposition of inert waste. 
Essentially, the project will be absorbing 
such waste, rather than generating it.   
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Essentially, the project will be absorbing 
construction and demolition waste, rather 
than generating it.  

The management of waste is subject to the 
Waste Management Regulations, 2011 
(S.L.549.63), the Waste Management 
(Activity) Registration Regulations, 2007 
(S.L. 549.45), and the Waste Management 
(Management of Waste from Extractive 

RMS   



Que
stio
n 
No: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

Industries and Backfilling) Regulations, 
2009 (S.L.549.50). In this regard, and also 
noting the environmental sensitivity of the 
specific site context, the material used for 
infilling should be limited to inert C&D 
(construction and demolition) waste. 

5 Will the project 
release pollutants 
or any hazardous, 
toxic or noxious 
substances to air? 

Yes. The works are expected to 
generate fugitive dust emissions from 
the quarry restoration works, exhaust 
from construction vehicles and 
dust/sediment arousal by the trucks 
entering/leaving the site. 
 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No. During the infilling process, the Method 
Statement indicates that the crusher and 
screener will ensure compaction of the 
aggregate and so less dust dispersion.  
 
The emissions of exhaust from heavy 
vehicles are temporary and their effect on 
the immediate surroundings is expected to 
be minimal, considering the open and 
exposed nature of the area needs to be 
abated through appropriate.  
Dust-related impacts during restoration as 
well as dust emissions/arousal by the 
vehicles along the road can be further 
mitigated through the application of 
mitigation measures identified in the 
Environmental Management Construction 
Site Regulations (S.L.552.09) and through 
the Environmental Permit (EP 025/18). 
 

RMS  

6 Will the Project 
cause noise and 
vibration or release 
of light, heat, 
energy or 
electromagnetic 
radiation? 

Yes. Noise and vibration during the 
quarry restoration works (e.g. during 
crushing and compaction of material) is 
likely to occur. 
 
Only minimal light emissions will most 
probably be generated as long as the 
quarry restoration (infilling) operates 
during daylight hours. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No. During the infilling process, noise and 
vibrations impacts are envisaged to be 
temporary and not significant to the 
immediate surroundings.   
 
Noise mitigation measures should include 
the following: 

 All vehicles and machinery used shall 
be maintained to minimise noise 
emissions  

 Replacement of engine covers  

 Repairs of any defective silencing 
equipment  

 Tightening of any rattling components  

 Installation of acoustical enclosures 
and silencers.  
 

Noise and vibration related impacts during 
restoration can be further mitigated through 
the application of mitigation measures 
identified in the Environmental 
Management Construction Site 
Regulations (S.L.552.09) and through the 
Environmental Permit (EP 025/18). 
 

/ 



Que
stio
n 
No: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

Light emissions above the current baseline 
situation may be reduced through minimum 
security lighting during the night while care 
should be taken in the choice of luminaries 
to minimise glare and at the same time 
prevent the wastage of energy. Works 
beyond daylight hours should be avoided. 

7 Will the Project 
lead to risks of 
contamination of 
land or water from 
releases of 
pollutants onto the 
ground or into 
surface waters, 
groundwater, 
coastal waters or 
the sea? 

Yes.  The site is located near a valley 
protection zone pertaining to Wied il-
Magħlaq, Spillages may have adverse 
impacts on the valley watercourse.  
 
There are also potential risks of oil leaks 
and accidental spillages from 
construction vehicles, albeit these are 
expected to be minor.  

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant environmental impacts are 
envisaged since the acceptable infill 
material is to be limited to clean inert C&D 
waste, which will be compacted.  
 
A combination of standard design-based 
and operational measures should be 
sufficient to ensure that there are no risks 
of contamination (including sedimentation) 
of land or water from the release of 
pollutants or sediment. Such measures are 
duly factored directly through the 
Environmental Permit (EP 025/18). 

NWLP  

8 Will there be any 
risk of accidents 
during construction 
or operation of the 
Project which could 
affect human 
health or the 
environment? 

Yes - Risks typically associated with 
such operations may also result in 
overspills beyond the site boundary 
(e.g. through collapse of stockpiles or 
capsizing of loaded heavy vehicles. 
However, this can be reasonably 
minimised at source through 
appropriate containment measures. 
 
Replies in Questions 5 and 6 refer. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant environmentally-relevant 
impacts are envisaged, as long as 
appropriate pre-emptive safeguards are 
duly implemented at source. 
 
Replies in Questions 5 and 6 refer. 
 

/ 

9 Will the Project 
result in social 
changes for 
example, in 
demography, 
traditional 
lifestyles, 
employment? 

No.  Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged. 
Reply to Question 1 refers. 

RMS  

10 Are there any such 
factors which 
should be 
considered such as 
the consequential 
development which 
could lead to 
environmental 
effects or the 
potential for 
cumulative impacts 
with other existing 
or planned 
activities in the 
locality? 

Potentially yes, depending on the actual 
after-use. Reply to Question 1 refers. 
The method statement indicates that the 
quarry will be infilled and should be 
restored of the natural landform. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged as 
long as the proposed after-use is limited to 
restoration of the natural landform. Reply to 
Question 1 refers. 
 

/ 



Que
stio
n 
No: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

11 Are there any areas 
on or around the 
location which are 
protected under 
international or 
national or local 
legislation for their 
ecological, 
landscape, cultural 
or other value, 
which could be 
affected by the 
project? 

Yes. The site is located Outside 
Development Zone (ODZ) and is 
surrounded by a number of protected 
sites for their ecological, geological and 
landscape value as indicated in the 
introduction (Section 1.2) of this 
screening matrix, through the North 
West Local Plan (NWLP) and is also 
indicated on the Environmental 
Constraints Maps. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged. 
Replies to Questions 1 and 7 refer.  
 
 
 
 

/ 

12 Are there any areas 
on or around the 
location which are 
important or 
sensitive for 
reasons of their 
ecology e.g. 
wetlands, 
watercourses or 
other water bodies, 
the coastal zone, 
mountains, forests 
or woodlands, 
which could be 
affected by the 
project? 

Yes. Reply to Question 11 refers. Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged. 
Replies to Questions 1 and 7 refer.  
 

/ 

13 Are there any areas 
on or around the 
location which are 
used by protected, 
important or 
sensitive species of 
fauna or flora e.g. 
for breeding, 
nesting, foraging, 
resting, over 
wintering, 
migration, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Reply to Question 11 refers. Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged. 
Replies to Questions 1 and 7 refer.  
 

/ 

14 Are there any 
inland, coastal, 
marine or 
underground 
waters on or 
around the location 
which could be 
affected by the 
project? 

Yes. Reply to Question 7 refers.  
 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 7 refers.  
 

/ 

15 Are there any areas 
or features of high 
landscape or 
scenic value on or 

Yes. The proposal lies in a scenic 
location (Il-Magħlaq area, between 
Wied iż-Żurrieq and Għar Lapsi), which 
is also legally scheduled as an Area of 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 

NWLP 



Que
stio
n 
No: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

around the location 
which could be 
effected by the 
project? 

High Landscape Value (AHLV) as per 
Government Notice 400 of 1996, and as 
further indicated in Map 17 of the North 
West Local Plan (NWLP). 
 
 

No significant impacts are envisaged.  The 
project will have a significant beneficial 
impact given that the proposal seeks to 
reproduce the original land forms 
pertaining prior to quarrying, thus removing 
the existing scar in the landscape. 

16 Are there any 
routes or facilities 
on or around the 
location which are 
used by the public 
for access to 
recreation or other 
facilities, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

The area is easily accessible through 
secondary roads and a considerable 
amount of informal footpaths.  
 
The road network is utilised by both light 
vehicles as well as much larger trucks 
without generating any serious traffic 
congestion problems.  
 
Triq il-Magħlaq, the existing local 
access road, will be used by heavy 
vehicles.  

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged.  
 
  

RMS  

17 Are there any 
transport routes on 
or around the 
location which are 
susceptible to 
congestion or 
which cause 
environmental 
problems, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Reply to Question 16 refers.  Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 16 refers.   

/ 

18 Is the project in a 
location where it is 
likely to be highly 
visible to many 
people? 

No. Over the years, quarrying activities 
have created a major scar in the 
landscape; however the site can only be 
seen from the cliff side area within this 
region. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Replies to Questions 1 and 15 refer. 

/  

19 Are there any areas 
or features of 
historic or cultural 
importance on or 
around the location 
which could be 
affected by the 
project? 

Yes. The important megalithic temples 
of Mnajdra (around 430 m South East of 
the site), Ħagar Qim (800m East of the 
site), and their contemporary prehistoric 
cisterns at Il-Misqa (border the site). 
 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
The project will have a significant beneficial 
impact on the site and its surrounding 
environment, including the landscape 
quality around these prehistoric sites.  
 
In the interest of further safeguarding the 
entire cultural landscape holistically and 
not just the individual prehistoric sites per 
se, detailed works methodology should 
also include appropriate pre-
emptive/mitigation measures vis-a-vis 
containment of works and avoidance of 
overspills beyond the project site under 
consideration.  

/ 

20 Is the project 
located in a 
previously 
undeveloped area 
where there will be 

No. The proposal lies within an already 
existing quarry, and is limited to the 
infilling of the quarry and restoration of 
the pre-existing site topography. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 1 refers. 
 

/ 



Que
stio
n 
No: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

loss of greenfield 
land? 

21 Are there existing 
land uses on or 
around the location 
e.g. homes, 
gardens, other 
private property, 
industry, 
commerce, 
recreation, public 
open space, 
community 
facilities, 
agriculture, 
forestry, tourism, 
mining or quarrying 
which could be 
affected by the 
project? 

Yes. The surrounding land is 
predominantly in its natural state or 
agricultural, and the immediate 
surroundings (especially L-Imnajdra 
and its environs) are also important for 
tourism and informal public recreation.  
 
 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No. Following restoration, the impacts 
envisaged are rather beneficial on the 
nearby natural environment and 
landscape. Refer also to response to 
Question 1 vis-à-vis restoration of the 
vacated quarry site.  
 

/ 

22 Are there any plans 
for future land uses 
on or around the 
location which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

No. According to the NWLP, the site is 
designated as (i) Area of agricultural 
value, and (ii) Area of high landscape 
value.  
 
As long as the restoration faithfully 
follows the surrounding topography and 
land cover, the project will contribute to 
the restoration of the landscape and is 
thus consistent with these 
designations..  

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are being 
envisaged, as long as the restoration 
faithfully follows the surrounding 
topography and land cover. Reply to 
Question 1 refers. 
 

NWLP 

23 Are there any areas 
on or around the 
location which are 
densely populated 
or built up, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

No.  Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are being 
envisaged. 

/ 

24 Are there any areas 
on or around the 
location which are 
occupied by 
sensitive land uses 
e.g. hospitals, 
schools, places of 
worship, 
community 
facilities which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Reply to Questions 21 and 23 refer. No 
other sensitive areas are present within 
the area of influence of the proposed 
development. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Questions 21 and 23 refer.   

/ 

25 Are there any areas 
on or around the 
location which 
contain important, 
high quality or 

Yes. The site lies around 600m South of 
a 300m Ground water protection zone. 
Also, agricultural land is adjacent to the 
proposed project. 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Replies to Questions 1 and 7 refer.   
 

/ 



Que
stio
n 
No: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

scarce resources 
e.g. groundwater, 
surface waters, 
forestry, 
agriculture, 
fisheries, tourism, 
minerals, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Refer to Questions 1 and 7 above. Also, standard mitigation measures for dust 
control, which is a temporary impact, 
should be enforced in accordance with the 
Environmental Management Construction 
Site Regulations (S.L.552.09), thus 
reducing impacts. 

26 Are there any areas 
on or around the 
location which 
have already 
subject to pollution 
or environmental 
damage e.g. where 
existing legal 
environmental 
standards are 
exceeded, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. The area is characterised by 
intensive quarrying activity, which 
constitutes the most serious of the 
environmental impacts affecting the 
surrounding sensitive area and a major 
defacement of the landscape. 
 
 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Replies to Questions 1 and 10 refer. The 
proposed development is not expected to 
introduce major adverse environmental 
impacts, and is expected to be beneficial in 
terms of restoration of a major landscape 
blemish. 

/ 

27 Is the project 
location 
susceptible to 
earthquakes, or 
subsidence, 
landslides, erosion, 
flooding or extreme 
or adverse climatic 
conditions e.g. 
temperature 
inversions, fogs, 
severe winds, 
which could cause 
the project to 
present 
environmental 
problems? 

Yes. The site lies within the buffer zone 
of a nearby valley Magħlaq valley. Thus 
the site is susceptible to flooding and 
flash-flood runoff (to, from and through 
the site) may contribute to the pollution 
and siltation of the underlying valley.   

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Replies to Questions 1 and 7 refer. 

RMS   

 

 

 
  



4. Conclusion 
 
 
4.1 EIA Screening Conclusion  
 
The proposed development falls within the scope of Schedule I, Category II as per Section 
9.0.2.3 (Restoration and after-use of existing or disused quarries or mines, other than for 
restoration of the site back to its pristine state) of the EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L. 549.46).  
 
Following detailed screening in accordance with Schedule III of the aforementioned regulations 
and screening matrix above, it is concluded that impacts of the development are unlikely to be 
significant to the point of warranting an EIA, as long as the restoration works seek to reinstate 
as faithfully as possible the original landforms that existed prior to quarrying, and does not 
introduce any new development. In this regard, the proposal does not require the submission 
of an EIA.  This consideration is also relevant on the Appropriate Assessment (AA) front (see 
Section 4.2 below).  
 
4.2 AA screening conclusion  
 
With regards to the Appropriate Assessment, the proposal lies within the Natura 2000 site: 
MALT131 – MALT138: Rdumijiet ta’ Malta designated as a Special Area of Conservation – 
International Importance via Government Notice 223 of 2005; and MT24: Rdumijiet ta’ Malta: 
Ir-Ramla taċ-Ċirkewwa sa Il-Ponta ta’ Bengħisa designated as a Special Area of conservation 
as declared though the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). To this effect, it has been assessed in 
terms of Regulation 19(1) of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Protection Regulations, 
2006 (S.L. 549.44). 
 
The quarry restoration is actually necessary for management of the Natura 2000 site. Thus, as 
long as the entire restoration ‘package’ (including the site after-use) is in line with the relevant 
Natura 2000 management plan and all works are carried out properly such that environmental 
damage/impact is pre-empted at source through basic good practice, the restoration is not 
expected to have any significant impacts on the integrity of the habitats, species and the Natura 
2000 site as a whole; on the other hand it will improve the current status of the site and its 
surroundings by reinstating the original landscape. No further assessment as per Regulation 
19(1) (S.L. 549.44) is therefore required, as long as the restoration works seek to reinstate as 
faithfully as possible the original landforms that existed prior to quarrying, and does not 
introduce any new development.   
 
4.3 Recommended Way Forward 
 
The proposal is favourably being recommended as long as the restoration works seek to 
reinstate as faithfully as possible the original landforms that existed prior to quarrying, and does 
not introduce any new development, subject to the following conditions:  
 
1. Quarry backfilling operations require an Environmental Permit with ERA’s Environmental 

Permitting Unit. No works on site shall commence until such time that the Environmental 
Permit is issued accordingly. 
 

2. In view that the proposal may involve interventions on existing trees, the proposed 
operation or activity may require to be permitted in line with the Trees and Woodlands 
Protection Regulations 2011 (S.L. 549.64). The applicant should contact the Environmental 
Permitting Unit to discuss the relevant requirements. 

 
3. The finished levels shall follow the general topography and natural contours of the 

surrounding landscape.  
 

4. The final use of the site should be subject a development permit, and shall be in line with 
the relevant management plan for Natura 2000 site 

 
  



Waste management 
 
5. All quarry operations including landfilling activities, concerning the management of waste, 

are subject to the legal provisions of the Waste Management (Management of Waste from 
Extractive Industries and Backfilling) Regulations, 2009 (S.L.549.50), the Waste 
Regulations, 2011 (S.L.549.63) and the Waste Management (Activity) Registration 
Regulations, 2007 (S.L.549.45). 
 

6. The material used for infilling should be limited to inert material construction and demolition 
waste, 

   
7. Any vegetation and non-inert waste on the site where the infilling will be carried shall be 

collected within appropriate containers and disposed of at sites duly licensed for that 
particular waste stream prior to the commencement of backfilling operations.  

 
8. All stockpiles of material are to be positioned in such a way as to avoid contamination of 

land, air and/or water through whatever cause including wind, runoff spillage and collapse. 
Dust and mud suppression equipment shall also be installed in stockpiling area, and 
measures shall be taken to ensure that the vehicles entering or leaving the site or otherwise 
engaged in the works do not deposit mud, sediment, rubble or other materials on the wider 
site surroundings. 
 

External lighting 
 
9. The permitted development shall not be a source of light pollution, especially at night. To 

this effect, 
i. Works shall only proceed between sunrise and sunset, and there shall be no lighting 

of the site, access roads, tracks and paths leading to the site, other lighting beyond 
the site boundary. 

 
 
4.4 Screening Disclaimer 
 
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without 
prejudice to any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually 
modified or should the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any 
deviations of the proposal from this submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits 
of this screening would need to be re-opened.  

 


