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Carmel Ellul  Date:    24/07/2018 
Katrina, Triq Zaccaria Roncali ERA Ref:  EA 00041/18 
Zurrieq, ZRQ 2344    
   
 
Dear Sir,  
 
Planning Ref.: PA 04689/18 

Description Proposal: To sanction existing partly backfilled quarry. To carry out 
Land Contamination investigation. To excavate and 
transport, from and to site, existing top soil stock pile. To 
form temporary ramp in order to remove top soil stock pile. 
To remove and dispose as instructed of any land fill 
contaminants. To backfill quarry to indicated levels with 
inert waste. To spread over site existing soil from stockpile 
to an approximate depth of one metre and to build rubble 
wall terraces. 

Location: Site at (Disused Quarry), Ta' Wied Costa, Siggiewi, Malta 

 
 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2017 (S.L. 549.46) 
 
Reference is made to the Project Description Statement (PDS), which was received by 
the ERA on 10th May 2018. 
 
ERA’s recommendation and representation on the said development proposal are 
being lodged in its capacity as an external consultee and an interested party in 
accordance with the Development Planning Act and the Development Planning 
(Procedure for Applications and their Determination) Regulations, 2016 (Legal Notice 
162 of 2016).  

 
1. Outline of proposal 

 
1.1 PA 04689/18 is a planning application for a proposed development located at 

Ta’ Wied Costa in an area known as Ta’ Kandja in the limits of Siggiewi (refer 
to Figures 1 and 2). The proposed project will involve the following 
interventions: 

- Phase 1: To carry out a Land Contamination Study; 
- Phase 2: To restore the surface levels of the quarry to the original 

levels present before the quarrying activity; and 
- Phase 3: To plant an olive tree sapling grove (Refer to Figure 4). 

 
1.2 The present highest existing levels of the backfilled areas are about one metre 

below the original topographic levels. Whilst the proposal seeks to sanction a 
partially infilled quarry with inert construction material, around 20,000 m3 of 
imported material is required to backfill the remaining part of the quarry.  
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1.3 The proposal also seeks to excavate, transport and dump existing topsoil 
stockpile located in the quarry to a new location within the already reclaimed 
area of the same quarry. The topsoil will be spread over the site to a depth 
between 0.8 m to 1.0 m deep.  

 
1.4 The existing rubble walls will be repaired and/or reconstructed to a height not 

exceeding 1.2 m.  

 
1.5 Following the restoration of the disused quarry by means of backfilling, the site 

will be converted into an olive grove by planting circa 250 olive (Olea europaea) 
saplings.  

 
2.    Site context 

 
2.1 The site is located outside development zone within the Siggiewi Local Council 

administrative area and is directly accessible from a public lane, Triq Wied 
Costa that leads to Triq L-Imqabba.  

 
2.2 The site measures approximately 12,342 m2 and the surrounding area is 

characterised by residual quarrying.  Consequently, the area has varying 
topographical levels, industrial operations, ground water extraction, 
agriculture/farming activities and occasional residential dwellings. In addition, 
the site falls within the 100 m groundwater safeguard zone. 

 
2.3 The quarrying activities of ‘Franka’ masonry from the Lower Globigerina 

Limestone (LGL) Member in this area were on-going at least since the early 
1950’s until the mid-1980’s, when the quarrying depths reached the levels of 
the less durable stone type ‘Soll’ in the LGL member. The approximate 
maximum depths of excavation then were 20 metres below original ground 
level. Contours on aerial survey sheets from the late 1960’s indicate that, at 
that time, considerable areas of this quarry had already been reclaimed with 6 
to 14 metres depth of rubble. 

 
2.4 The nearest residential communities in Siggiewi, Qrendi and Mqabba, are 

situated approximately 1 km north west, south and east from the site, 
respectively.  

 
2.5 The proposed project falls under SMIA 11 of the South Malta Local Plan, which 

states that once the quarries within this area become inoperative, restoration is 
important and should follow reclamation strategies.  
 

2.6 The site also lies close to L-Ajruport ta’ Ħal-Luqa Bird Sanctuary (Conservation 
of Wild Birds Regulations, S.L. 549.42), considered a nominal environmental 
constraint as the “bird sanctuary” and intended as a prohibition of shooting 
activities for the purpose of airport safety, and is not related to environmental 
protection. Misrah is-Sinjura dolmen which is a Site of Archaeological 
Importance (SAI) as scheduled under GN 1082/09, lies approximately 230 m 
south of the site. 
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3. Site history  
 

This site has been the subject of the following development permit applications:  
 

 PA 02706/07: Private range for target practice - not for commercial purposes 
(non-competitive) in a disused quarry (withdrawn). 

 PA 06001/16: To sanction the construction of an agricultural store built annexed 
to a pre 1967 agricultural store, sanitary facility and a masonry stone oven and 
to demolish existing pre 1967 agricultural stores to compensate for the area 
covered by the newly constructed agricultural store quarry (withdrawn). 

 
Furthermore, temporary three-month Development Notification Order permits, 
DN/00079/16, DN/00666/16 and DN/00373/16 were granted by the Planning Authority; 
allowing the temporary storage of potted plants/trees on the site, whilst part of the site 
was subject to an enforcement notice, namely ECF 847/02 relating to dumping of 
construction material in a disused quarry without permit. 

 

Figure 1: Location of the site (in blue). Source: PA Geoserver. 
 

 
Figure 2. Location of the site (in blue); close-up. Source: PA Geoserver. 
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Figure 3. Existing block plan. Source: PA/04689/18/1f. 
 

 
Figure 4. Proposed final block plan. Source: PA/04689/18/1k. 
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4.   EIA Screening (citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise 
specified): 

 
4.1   The proposal falls under Schedule I, Category II, Section 9.0.2.3 (Restoration 

and after-use of existing or disused quarries or mines, other than for restoration 
of the site back to its pristine state). 

 
4.2  The impacts listed in the PDS are of the existing and potential impacts on the 

environment and of the proposed development. These impacts along with their 
respective mitigation measures, are summarised below. 

 
Type and characteristics of potential impact/s 
 
4.3  The proposal involves the infilling of a disused quarry and the planting of an olive 

grove as an afteruse, therefore the proposed infilling and afteruse are not 
expected to have a significant effect on the land use within the site’s context.   
The inert material that will be brought to infill the site,  shall be screened at source 
and any on-site waste separation that may still be required as a result from any 
decontamination exercise (that may be dictated from the findings of the Land 
Contamination Investigations available on e-apps, PA/04689/18/1c, d & e), shall 
be carried out according to a method statement. Any non-inert material shall be 
separated and stored on site until the necessary authorisation for appropriate 
disposal is secured. 

 
4.4   The site is not sensitive from a visual and landscape point of view and given the 

location, scale and nature of the proposal, no significant negative impacts are 
envisaged. Moreover, the site will be restored and converted into an olive grove, 
and therefore impacts with regards to land-use and landscape are favourable. 

 
4.5   With regards to the excavation works, the movement and deposition of soil needs 

to take into consideration the provisions the Fertile Soil (Preservation) Act (Cap. 
236). However, the soil to be transported/deposited would fall within the waste 
regime if: 

- it falls within the definition of waste as a “substance or object which the 
holder discards or intends or is required to discard.” (Waste Regulations, 
S.L. 549.63); and 

- it is not covered by the exclusions listed in regulation 3 of the Waste 
Regulations, S.L. 549.63; 

  
4.6 The backfilling activity described in the PDS would need to adhere to the 

provisions in the Waste management (management of waste from extractive 
industries and backfilling) Regulations and the Waste Regulations, S.L. 549.63. 
In addition, the site falls within the 100 m groundwater safeguard zone which 
under the Ground Water Resources Protection of Main Water Courses of the 
South Malta Local Plan, is a designated protection zone and so any (if any) toxic 
wastes identified by the ground investigation, are to be removed. Moreover, there 
will be no storage of chemicals, oils, fuels, and other hazardous substances on 
site.  
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4.7   Dust is the most visible and potential unwanted aspect of infilling. Given the 
temporary nature of such impact, this can be indirectly mitigated by quick 
execution. Further mitigation measures include covering the debris loaded on the 
truck lorries with tarpaulin sheets and use of water trucks.  

 
4.8   A temporary access route will be used in order to minimise impacts from the 

increased traffic. As regards emissions from vehicles in the forms of Benzene, 
NO2 and PM10, it is envisaged that this will not have a significant adverse impact. 

 
4.9   The likely noise impacts during infilling and conversion of backfilled quarry into 

an olive grove are not envisaged to be significant given the small scale of the 
project and that no noise sensitive receptors are in the vicinity of the site.  

 
4.10  No significant impacts on the Misrah Sinjura dolmen, scheduled as a site of 

archaeological importance through GN 1082/09 are envisaged given the 
temporary nature of the development and the use as olive grove being proposed 
from the project.  

 
5  Conclusions and Recommendation 

 

5.1   EIA screening conclusion 
 
5.1.1  Screening in terms of Regulation 14 of the EIA Regulations (S.L. 549.46) has 

determined that an EIA is not required since no significant environmental impacts 
are envisaged from the proposed development as long as various mitigation 
measures are duly incorporated through the mainstream development consent 
mechanism and mitigated by means of conditions and specifications (e.g. 
approved documents) in the development permit. This conclusion also takes into 
account the submitted Method Statements and findings of the Land 
Contamination Investigations available on e-apps, PA/04689/18/1c,d & e. 

 
5.1.2 ERA has no objection on the proposed quarry infilling and the restoration into an 

olive grove, as an after-use, subject to the consideration outlined in section 5.1.3 
and the recommended conditions indicated in section 5.2.  

 
5.1.3  The finished site levels shown in the block plans (PA/04689/18/1k) indicate that 

the southeast edge of the site will be of a sloping/terraced nature since the area 
adjacent is well below the natural topographical elevation. This sloping/terracing 
is conisdered adequate as an interim solution for the stabilisation of the existing 
rubble mound within this site per se. On the other hand, once the nearby sites 
are also similarly restored, this edge should then be infilled to its original levels 
so as to enable a coherent restoration of the overall area. It would be opportune 
to discuss this aspect directly with applicant.  
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5.2  Environmental conditions 
 
5.2.1  Without prejudice to any action ERA may take regarding the infilled area (hit by 

ECF 664/98) of the site to be sanctioned that has been completed without 
environmental authorization and with respect to the remaining infilling of site 
without the required environmental permit, the executable version of this 
development permit together with the approved plans and the commencement 
notice shall not be issued until such time that the applicant obtains an 
Environmental Permit by the ERA. 

 
5.2.2  All measures shall be adopted to avoid pollution of the surrounding terrestrial 

environment, including through the action of runoff from potentially contaminated 
areas. 

 
5.2.3 All quarry operations including landfilling activities, are subject to the legal 

provisions of the Waste Management (Management of Waste from Extractive 
Industries and Backfilling) Regulations, 2009 (S.L. 549.63) and the Waste 
Regulations, 2011 (L.N. 184 of 2011 as amended, S.L. 549.63).  

 
5.2.4 Any soil on the site shall not be built over but shall be collected for reuse. A permit 

from the Director of Agriculture may be required to remove the soil from the site 
and to transport it to a different location. This condition does not exonerate the 
applicant, contractor or any other relevant party from complying with all 
permitting requirements as may be applicable for deposition of the removed soil 
onto other land. Soil and material removed from the site shall not be deposited 
on any open or undeveloped land outside officially approved development zones, 
nor used for land reclamation, unless with prior approval in writing by ERA. 

 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Ryan Busuttil 
 
Assistant Environmental Protection Officer 
f/Director Environment & Resources 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer  
 
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to any 
required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should the 
information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this 
submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened.  


