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Annex I 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

  

Schedule III 

  

(Screening according to S.L. 549.46) 

 

ERA Reference no.: EA/00026/19 

PA Reference no.:  PA/02453/19 

Project Title: To sanction back filling of existing quarry, gate, boundary walls and buildings to 

shelter vehicles, to provide space for substation and pump room. Construction 

of solar farm, reservoir and landscaping works. 

Location:  Ta' Fulija, Triq il-Gwiewel, Qrendi 

Screening date: April 2019 

 

 

1 Outline of Proposal 
 

1.1 PA 02453/19 is a proposal to sanction the infilling of a quarry and associated structures, and 

repurpose the same into a 2.5MW solar farm (for a total of circa. 1,500 solar panels) and storage 

site for HGVs. The development will also include the sanctioning of two existing store rooms and 

their conversion into a substation and pump room, along with the construction of a reservoir. 

 

2 Site Context  
 

2.1 The site in question is located in the area of Ta' Fulija, on Triq il-Gwiewel, Qrendi.   The 
surrounding area is dominated by agricultural activity with some other quarrying activity also 
present in the vicinity.  There are also a number of isolated residences and agricultural stores in 
the area.  The proposal has a site area of circa. 5,500m2 and includes and existing building used 
to store machinery and vehicles 

 
2.2 The site also lies within a Groundwater Safeguard Zone according to the South Malta Local Plan 

(Policy SMCO 08). 
 

3 Site History  
 

3.1 Planning Applications submitted on site: 

 PA 02820/16: To back fill existing quarry and erect photovoltaic solar farm (Withdrawn) 
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Figure 1: Location of the site earmarked for the proposal (Source: PA Geoserver) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Close-up of the site and its immediate surroundings (Source: PA Geoserver 2016 

ortophoto) 
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Figure 3: Block Plan (Source: PA/02453/19/Doc.21e) 
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4 Overall Assessment  
 

4.1 Documents used for screening: 

 Project Description Statement (PDS), referred to ERA by the PA on 1st April 2019. 
 
4.2 The following are potential impacts envisaged on the surrounding environment: 

 
4.2.1 The proposal will change the current land use from a partially infilled quarry to a solar farm.  

Around 1,500 panels will be mounted on different sections of the quarry as seen in Figure 3, 
along with the construction of a reservoir.  Additional minor infilling will also take place, as well 
as the concrete surfacing of the entire site in order to mount a steel structure for the placing of 
the PV panels, whilst retaining the underlying quarry void. The proposal does not include a clear 
commitment to satisfactorily restore the site through the complete infilling of the quarry void 
prior to after-use.  This needs to be rectified through submission of a revised proposal. 
 

4.2.2 Furthermore, the ancillary structures indicated for sanctioning are considered unduly large and 
unjustified vis-à-vis the nature and scale of the project.   

 
4.2.3 The development is also only partially in line with the Solar Farms Policy of 2017 and its 

environmental considerations.  An infilled quarry, is one of the preferred sites listed in the said 
Policy, but the quarry under consideration is only being partially infilled.  Additionally, ERA 
considers the proposal as having a negative impact on its surroundings considering that it is the 
only quarry in the vicinity and is surrounded by open undeveloped agricultural land. 

 
4.2.4 There are also potential impacts on the groundwater, as well as dust and waste generation, from 

construction activities, but these are expected to be small scale and temporary. Any impacts can 
be sufficiently mitigated through the implementation of the Environmental Management 
Construction Site Regulations (S.L. 552.09), and mitigation activities proposed in the PDS.   

 

5 Screening in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 
(S.L. 549.46)  
 

5.1 The proposed development falls under the scope of Schedule I, Category II, Section 9.0.2.3 
(Restoration and after-use of existing or disused quarries or mines, other than for restoration of 
the site back to its pristine state) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2017 
(S.L. 549.46). 
 

5.2 The general concerns arising from the overall assessment above are also relevant for the  
purposes of EIA screening. Thus,  detailed impacts of the development are unlikely to be 
significant to the point of warranting an EIA, in accordance with Regulation 15(3b) of the EIA 
Regulations 2017 (S.L. 549.46), as long as the mitigation measures as specified in the PDS are 
duly incorporated into the mainstream development consent mechanism and mitigated by means 
of conditions and specifications (e.g. approved documents) in the development permit. On the 
other hand, the more central issues (relating to inadequate quarry restoration and ad hoc PV 
development that would be out of context in an area that is otherwise open agricultural land) 
cannot be adequately addressed through further studies. 

 

6 ERA Conclusion 
 

6.1 In the light of the above concerns, the current proposal is considered objectionable.  
 

6.2 Without prejudice to the above, should the proposal be considered favourably by the Planning 
Authority despite ERA’s recommendation, the applicant is to be informed that; 

 The proposal would qualify for an Environmental permit from ERA for the proposed 

backfilling of the remaining void; and 

 Additional environmental-related conditions would be necessary.  
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Screening Disclaimer 

The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to any 

required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should the 

information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this submission 

would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened.  


