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1. Description of Proposal 

1.1 Outline of project/development 
 
The proposed development is for the sanctioning of works carried out for the upgrading of the Tal-Balal 
distributor road. The works entail road widening about 2km of the same road stretch extending from the 
roundabout at the northern end of the road from Naxxar to add a new third lane to increase capacity, 
junction improvement and upgrading of pedestrian, cycle and public transport facilities along the 
southern carriageway up till the outskirts of San Gwann. The proposal also seeks the redesign of Tal-
Balal’s four roundabouts and new bypass lanes. Tal-Balal distributor road links the localities of San 
Gwann, Gharghur, Iklin and Naxxar from Junction ND 9 on the Naxxar side up to Roundabout Node 
ED1 leading to San Gwann centre and to Triq Bella Vista. The route in question passes through junction 
nodes ND10 and ED2 (Refer to Figure 1 and 2). 
 
The stretch of road at Triq tal-Balal from j/w Triq Murray to j/w Triq Guzeppi Grech, will be upgraded 
from the existing road into a dual carriageway with an 80cm central strip with vehicle restraint systems 
and improved street lighting provision. Whereas, the stretch of road at Triq tal-Balal from j/w Triq 
Guzeppi Grech to j/w Triq Bellavista, has been redesigned to accommodate two lanes proceeding 
towards San Gwann and the existing central strips have been shifted to accommodate these two lanes 
(refer to plans PA/07469/18/7 a, b, c, d; as shown in Figures 3-6).  
 
1.2 Site description and related considerations 
 
The Tal-Balal distributor road is approximately 2.5km long and the Southestern part of this road is 

identified for ‘Upgrading’ to Distributor Road NHTR 01 in North Harbour Malta Local Plan Map (SG1). 

The site surroundings are mainly characterised by agricultural fields, the residential blocks along Triq 

ix-Xwieki and between junction to Triq Giuseppe Grech and junction to Triq Bellavista in San Gwann, 

the commercial establishments along Triq ix-Xwieki as well as Triq Santa Katerina and St. Michael’s 

school which is approximately 47 metres away from the road in question. In addition the site is located 

circa 27 metres from the Chapel of Saint Philip and Saint James which has been afforded the highest 

level of protection through Government Notice 790/94 and the valley system of Wied Ghomor 

(scheduled under G.N. 409/99 as Level 2 and Level 3 Area of Ecological Importance and Site of 

Scientific Importance surrounded by a level 4 buffer zone) taking into account that this area is of 

particular ecological interest, with various fauna and flora worth conserving. The north-western part of 

the project abuts a Strategic Open Gap as shown in the Central Malta Local Plan (Maps GRM1, IKM1 

and NAM1). The road in question passes through the groundwater protection zones buffer zones. 



1.3 Site history  
 
This site was subject to the following development permit applications: 
 
- PA 02699/99: Refurbishment of roundabout and erect council monument (withdrawn). 
- PA 04038/99: To sanction alterations to round about. Refurbishment of same and erection of 

council monument (approved).  
- PA 03841/02: Shifting of existing alignment to eliminate bulge to improve visuality and safety 

(withdrawn).  
- PA 05433/04: Proposed roundabout junction instead of current T- junction (approved). 
- PA 02246/10: Excavation of trenches for sewers and water mains (approved). 
- PA 00977/17: Upgrading of the primary water network between Ta` Qali reservoir, San Gwann 

reservoir and Pembroke reverse osmosis plant via a proposed underground tunnel (awaiting 
recommendation).  

- PA 01135/18: Placement of adverts on existing lighting poles (approved). 
 
On the 29th August 2018, a Full Development Application PA 7469/18 was validated by the Planning 
Authority following the necessary submissions by the Applicant. 
 

 

Figure 1: Location of site (in blue). Source: PA Geoserver 2016. 

 

Figure 2: Location of site (in blue) – Close-up. Source: PA Geoserver 2016. 



 

Figure 3: Layout Plan j/w Triq Murray to j/w Triq Santa Katarina. Source: PA/07469/18/7b. 

 

Figure 4: Layout Plan j/w Triq Santa Katarina to j/w Triq Gharghur. Source: PA/07469/18/7c. 



 

Figure 5: Layout Plan j/w Triq Gharghur to j/w Triq Guzeppi Grech. Source: PA/07469/18/7d. 

 

Figure 6: Layout Plan j/w Guzeppi Grech to j/w Triq Bellavista. Source: PA/07469/18/7a. 



2. EIA-relevant history 

 

2.1 Relevant EIA/screening criteria: (citations refer to EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L 549.46), except 
where otherwise specified):   

The proposed development falls under Schedule I, Category II, Section 2.1.2.1 (Construction, 

excavation or realignment of roads, tunnels, viaducts or bridges, not covered by Category I, if located 

ODZ or at the edge of the development zone) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 

(S.L. 549.46). 

2.2 Documents used for screening: 

 

Project Description Statement (PDS), referred to ERA on 8th September 2018 (PA/07469/18/77a, b, c). 
 
 
 

3 EIA Screening 

 
3.1 Land and Resource Use & Ecology 
 

The proposed interventions entail the removal of a number of protected trees. as well as the 
expropriation of approximately 8000 sq.m of agricultural land which amounts to 92% of the total amount 
of land affected by the proposal. The project will encroach on the adjacent land due to the widening 
works. Wied Ghomor valley system scheduled as a Site of Scientific Importance and an Area of 
Ecological Importance through Government Notice 409.99 is immediately adjacent to the road in 
question, particularly along the stretch between j/w Triq tal-Prepostu and j/w Triq Salvu Busuttil. 
However, as shown on site plans (PA/07469/18/68 a, b, c, d, e, f) no encroachment will take place on 
this area and the road will not be closer to the buffer zone after the completion of the road works. 
 
The proposed interventions will produce the following estimated waste materials: 

- A total of 34,914 m3 of scarified asphalt material (to be re-used on the site and in other road 

construction sites);  

- A total of 4,364.25 m3 estimated type 1 granular material (to be deposited in approved dumping 

sites);  

- A total of 11,547.42 m3 estimated agricultural soil;  

- A total of 1,000 metres of existing metal Crash Barriers (most will be reused, others will be 

disposed of in approved metal recycling sites); and  

- All the street lighting poles existing on site (will be either re-used on the same site or in other 

road street lighting schemes). 

Dust deposition from the construction works may also temporarily affect agricultural activity and 

productivity in the wider area. On the other hand, given that the road in question passes through the 

groundwater protection zones buffer zones, the loss of soft ground cover and vegetation, and the 

increase in hard-surfacing (soil-sealing), is likely to exacerbate storm water runoff and reduce aquifer 

recharge.  

In addition, the PDS states that the following trees will be effected due to the necessary road widening: 
- 20 Cypress trees: Protected as per Table 2 of the 1st Schedule of S.L. 549.123; 
- 3 Almond trees: Protected as per Table 2 of the 1st Schedule of S.L. 549.123; 
- 1 Carob tree: Protected as per Table 2 of the 1st Schedule of S.L. 549.123; 
- 8 Oleander trees: Protected as per Table 2 of the 1st Schedule of S.L. 549.123; 
- 42 Eucalyptus: Protected as per 2nd Schedule of S.L. 549.123 given these are in urban public 

open spaces; 
- 1 Olive tree: Protected as per Table 2 of the 1st Schedule of S.L. 549.123; and,  
- 6 Brazilian Pepper trees: Invasive Alien Species as per 2nd Schedule of S.L. 549.123. 



In this regard, a compensatory tree planting plan in accordance with the Guidelines on Works involving 

Trees (2002) and based on the importance and age of the trees to be destroyed, is being requested. 

3.2 Cultural Heritage  
 

The Grade 1 scheduled (through G.N. 790/94) Chapel of Saint Philip and Saint James is situated 

approximately 27 metres away from the road in question. No encroachment will take place in the vicinity 

of this Chapel and the road will not be closer to the Chapel after the project.  

There is uncertainty over the impact on the rural buildings/structures and rubble walls to be 

demolished/removed to accommodate the proposal, where the cultural heritage significance of these 

features has yet to be determined.  

3.3 Visual Amenity and Landscape Character  
 

The project will result in modifications to the appearance and character of the landscape all along the 

proposed route, as well as in changes to the visual amenity afforded by the trees that will be lost to 

accommodate the development. Nonetheless, given the scale of the project and that the majority of the 

works and the upgrading of the road are to be carried out on land which is already committed for such 

use, no significant impacts with regards to the landscape character are envisaged.  

3.4 Air Quality 
 

The implications for air quality as a result of traffic emissions are uncertain and potentially variable; 

there will be localised changes of different magnitude and significance depending on the location along 

the route, the location of the sensitive receptors, and the changes in vegetation cover. 

3.5 Noise and Vibrations 
 

The implications for traffic noise are also uncertain with regards to the operational phase. Nonetheless, 

the removal of the traffic bottlenecks during operation, has the potential to reduce noise emissions 

arising from revving engines from static and slow moving vehicles. However, an increase in traffic 

speed, and where additional vehicular traffic is likely to be attracted along the route, has the potential 

to increase traffic noise emissions at these locations.  

On the same note, the noise impacts during the construction phase are also uncertain given no 

information on the duration of the construction phase has been made available.  

 

  



4 Conclusion 

 

4.1 Screening Conclusion and recommended way forward 

The above detailed EIA screening concludes that impacts of the development are unlikely to be 

significant to the point of warranting an EIA, as long as various mitigation measures are duly 

incorporated into the mainstream development consent mechanism and mitigated by means of 

conditions and specifications (e.g. approved documents) in the development permit. This is without 

prejudice to the adoption of a nature permit and the undertaking of a noise impact study as per 

conditions below:  

I. The executable version of this development permission together with the approved plans and 

the commencement notice shall not be issued until such time that the applicant submits an 

application for and obtains a Nature Permit from the ERA for the proposed interventions on 

trees. Works shall not be carried out until such a permit is granted by ERA. 

II. A noise impact study shall be carried out and is to include a baseline noise survey of the 

existing road included in the project site limits, aimed at monitoring traffic noise. Following the 

bringing into operation of the new road works, any potential increase of noise levels from 

traffic (following another noise survey) are to be assessed through the noise study taking into 

account the noise impact at the sensitive receptors, with particular attention to St. Michael’s 

school.  The study shall inform and propose any mitigation measures required such as noise 

barriers within the project extents, where such barriers are deemed appropriate and where 

required.  The applicant is to contact ERA and request the Terms of Reference for this study 

following issuance of development permit.   

 

4.2 Screening Disclaimer  

The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to 

any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should 

the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this 

submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened. 


