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1. Description of Proposal
1.1

Outline of project/development

Planning application 03996/16 seeks permission for a proposed extension to existing quarry HM23, at
Tarġiet Għomor, Naxxar, located north of the Great Fault at Naxxar, south of the Wied il-Għasel
watercourse. The PDS indicates that the proposal will only include the extraction of minerals transported
from the site in question to the applicant’s factory (Blokrete) in Lija for further processing. This is to pave
the way for the phased restoration of the Wied Filep area, currently occupied by four quarries having a
total site area of approximately 296,000m 2. The mineral resource to be extracted is considered to be of
high quality, with a total of c. 162,000m 3 of material, should quarrying reach the extraction depth of 16m
AMSL. The PDS also notes that there shall be no placing of crushers, machinery and other ancillary
heavy vehicles on site and no stockpiling of aggregate or associated activities, other than the extraction
of mineral resources through the use of a mechanical excavator.
Figure 1 indicates the site location for the proposed development along with the current site of HM23
and the extension being proposed with this application, while Figure 2 is a 3D viewpoint of the proposed
extension.
1.2

Site description and related considerations

As discussed above, the site under assessment is part of the valley system of Wied il-Għasel, which is
ecologically sensitive, in view of its important geomorphology, ecology and habitats. Moreover, both the
site and its immediate surroundings are scheduled as an Area of Ecological Importance and Site of
Scientific Importance (Government Notice 1236 of 2012) and Area of High Landscape Value
(Government Notice 85 of 2001).
The area is mainly characterized by quarrying activities; however, the surrounding land-uses are also
associated with predominantly industrial or agricultural uses, with substantial areas still retaining their
natural state as well as some residential areas. The industrial areas located close to the area in question
are characterized by construction-related activities, storage and warehousing.

1.3

Site history

Quarrying in the Wied il-Għasel/Wied Filep area commenced around 55 years ago, with the main
research extracted being Lower Coralline Limestone from the Xlendi, Attard and Magħlaq members of
the same formation. Over the course of the years, such quarrying activities have completely obliterated
Wied Filep, severely impacting the morphology of Wied il-Għasel, and created a major scar that has
significant landscape and visual impact.
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Quarry HM23 has an Environment Permit (EP 0048/12/B) for the operations of a hardstone quarry. The
current application would require a variation to the current Environment Permit to be submitted, covering
the new proposed extension.
It should be noted that the quarries in the area (namely HM15, HM22 and HM 23) are currently subject
to a Restoration Scheme through the processing of GF 00244/07, which had also been screened in
terms of the then EIA Regulations, 2007 and was subject to the EIA Exemption process, concluded on
the 3rd February 2015.
In terms of processing of the planning applications, the former EPD Memo (Min. 14) in PA 03996/16
notes that:
“it must be ensured that these applications are processed together to avoid multiple and/or conflicting
commitments on site. It must also be ensured that the current application does not prejudice the
restoration of the quarries. In addition, should the current application be considered any further, it should
be included in the restoration scheme of quarry HM23.”
In addition, the following are the previous development permit applications and the enforcement
applications for this site:
 PA/02626/98: To construct a boundary wall to existing quarry. This application has been refused.
 EC/00153/03: Extension to existing quarry without permit.
 EC/00975/09: Quarrying without permit.
An onsite meeting with the applicant and architect was held on 12th March 2018, to assess the proposed
extension of the quarry and to determine whether there are still any remnants of the valley side of Wied
il-Għasel.

Figure 1: The site location for the proposed development along with the current site of HM23 and the
extension being proposed in PA 03996/16. Source: PDS.
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Figure 2: 3-Dimensional viewpoint of the proposed extension. Source: PDS.

Figure 3: Photo showing the remnant area of Wied il-Għasel at the proposed site/extension of quarry
marked in red. Yellow mark shows from where photo in figure 4 was taken. Source: Google Earth.
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Figure 4: Photo taken on-site showing remnant area of Wied il-Għasel at the proposed site/extension
of quarry (Site visit 12th March 2018).

2.
2.1

EIA-relevant history
Relevant EIA/screening criteria: (citations refer to EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L 549.46), except
where otherwise specified):

The proposed development falls under Schedule I: Category II Projects: Section 9.0.2.1 (Quarries,
open-cast mines or underground mines, or projects for the extraction of minerals, ores or peat, as well
as, extensions thereto or ancillary surface or subsurface installations, not covered by Category I); of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (S.L. 549.46) .
2.2

Documents used for screening:
1. Project Description Statement (PDS) referred to ERA on 8th March 2016.
2. Other relevant documentation in the case file for application PA 03996/16 and related EPD
Memo at Min. 14.
3. Documentation related to the Restoration Plan as proposed in GF 00244/07.
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3. Screening Matrix Checklist
The following screening checklist is based on information in the Project Description Statement provided
by the developer in accordance with Schedule II of the EIA Regulations (LN 412 of 2017) and the
European Commission Guidance on Screening (2017).

Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe
1

2

3

Will construction,
operation,
decommissionin
g or demolition
works of the
Project involve
actions
which
will
cause
physical
changes in the
locality
(topography,
landuse,
changes in water
bodies, etc)?

The area in which the quarry
extension is being proposed
has been heavily quarried.
Quarrying activities in the
area
have
completely
obliterated
Wied
Filep,
severely
impacting
the
morphology of Wied ilGħasel, and created a major
scar that has significant
landscape and visual impact.

Yes

Will construction
or operation of
the Project use
natural
resources such
as land, water,
materials
or
energy,
especially any
resources which
are
nonrenewable or in
short supply?

Yes. Quarrying will extract
Lower Coralline Limestone,
which is a non-renewable
natural resource in short
supply. Once the said
resource is exhausted, the
area for the proposed quarry
extension
will
play
a
significant role in the rolling
out of the restoration plan for
the area in general.

Yes

Will the Project
involve the use,
storage,
transport,
handling
or
production
of
substances
or
materials which
could be harmful
to human health
to
the
environment or
raise concerns
about actual or
perceived risks

The
proposed
quarry
extension is likely to be a
source of dust emissions and
leaks of fuels or oils from
the machinery
into
the surrounding environment
during quarrying activities.
No
other harmful
materials (storage, transport,
handling or production) are
envisaged.
In terms of the operational
phase, no harmful hazardous
materials or substances shall

No



Unclear

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

/

Provided that the original
remnant of Wied il-Għasel is
safeguarded from excavation and
from any related risks of damage,
no significant impacts are
envisaged.

No



Unclear

/

The
PDS
estimates
that
approximately 162,000 cubic
metres of good quality rock
remains within quarry HM23,
should it reach its permitted
extraction depth of 16m AMSL.
Although the extraction quantities
are significant, extraction of such
resource has to take place prior
to the rolling out of the restoration
plan.
Yes
No 
Unclear
No.
The impact associated
with dust emissions and potential
leaks of fuels or oils is not
considered significant, given that
it is of a temporary nature
restricted during site operations.

/

As long as the conditions in the
environmental
permit
are
adhered to, impacts are not likely
to be significant.
Standard
mitigation measures for dust
control should be enforced in
accordance
with
the

5

Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe
to
health?

4

human

Will the Project
produce
solid
wastes
during
construction,
operation
or
decommissionin
g?

be produced given the nature
of the proposal.

No.
The PDS indicates that no
waste is anticipated from site
clearance operations and any
material will be shifted to
other parts or
used as
backfilling to level the site.

Environmental Management
Construction
Site Regulations
(SL. 552.09), thus
reducing
any potential significant impacts.
Yes
No 
Unclear
No
significant impacts are
envisaged
during
the
construction phase, given that
proposal is associated with
quarrying activities. Furthermore,
no solid waste is anticipated
during the operational phase.

Doc
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nt
Refe
renc
e

PDS
Pg.
25,
26

The management of waste is
subject to the provisions laid out
in
the
Waste
Management
Regulations
(S.L.549.63).
5

6

No 

Will the project
release
pollutants or any
hazardous, toxic
or
noxious
substances to air
or
lead
to
exceeding
Ambient
Air
Quality
standards
in
Directives
2008/50/EC and
2004/107/EC?

Yes.

Yes

Particulate matter and dust
emissions during quarrying.

No. The impact associated with
dust emissions is not significant,
given that it is of a temporary
nature.

Will the Project
cause noise and
vibration or the
releasing of light,
heat, energy or
electromagnetic
radiation?

Yes.

Yes

In terms of noise and
vibrations, ambient noise in
the immediate vicinity of the
proposed development is
influenced
by
activities
associated with quarrying
activities.

The proposed operations that will
occur on site are not likely to
generate any significant noise or
vibrations emission levels that go
beyond the background noise
that is only likely to be audible in
the immediate vicinity of the site,
particularly since no blasting
operations will be carried out on
site. It should be noted that the
existing environmental permit for
extraction in HM23 provides for
the use of mechanical impact
hammers on site.

Unclear

/

As long as the conditions in the
environmental
permit
are
adhered to, impacts are not likely
to be significant. Standard
mitigation measures for dust
control should be enforced in
accordance
with
the
Environmental Management
Construction Site Regulations
(S.L.552.09).

No 

Unclear

PDS
Pg.
30,
31
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Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

Moreover, the PDS notes that all
activities shall be carried out
during appropriate working hours
and that measures in line with the
requirements
of
the
Environmental
Management
Construction Site Regulations,
(S.L. 552.09).
No significant impacts from light,
heat, energy or electromagnetic
radiation are envisaged.
7

8

Will the Project
lead to risks of
contamination of
land or water
from releases of
pollutants onto
the ground or
into
surface
waters,
groundwater,
coastal waters or
the sea?

Will there be any
risk of accidents
during
construction or
operation of the
Project
which
could
affect
human health or
the
environment?

No 

Yes.

Yes

The proposal lies within the
Drinking-Water
Safeguard
Zone as identified by the
Malta Resources Authority
(MRA) under the Water
Policy
Framework
Regulations (S.L.549.100).
Furthermore,
the
development lies within the
Wied il-Għasel valley system.

No. The
Hydrology
and
Hydrogeology Baseline
Study
submitted as part of the
Restoration Plan for HM 15,
HM22 and HM23, indicated that
the
existing
groundwater
galleries lie 28m below the
quarries and will not be affected
by quarrying or any associated
facilities.

The project may increase the
risk of contamination of water
through the potential release
of contaminated waters into
the
aquifer
and
the
surrounding valley system
(Wied il-Għasel).

A combination of
standard
design-based and operational
measures should be sufficient to
ensure that there are no risks of
contamination of land or water
from the release of pollutants.

There are also potential risks
of oil leaks and accidental
spillages from construction
vehicles, albeit these are
expected to be minor.
No increase in the risk of
accidents is envisaged, other
than
occupational
risks
typically associated
with
construction activity and dayto-day quarrying operations.

Yes

No 

No
significant
are envisaged.

Unclear

Unclear

GF
002
44/0
7

/

impacts
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Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe
9

10

11

Will the Project
result
in
environmentally
related
social
changes
for
example,
in
demography,
traditional
lifestyles,
employment?

No changes in demography
and traditional lifestyles are
expected given that the
proposed development is
located within an area
associated with quarry uses.

Are there any
such
factors
which should be
considered such
as
the
consequential
development
which could lead
to environmental
impacts or the
potential
for
cumulative
impacts
with
other existing or
planned
activities in the
locality?

The proposed restoration of
the quarry complex on site
was subject to assessment
through GF 00244/07 – which
includes the Restoration
Scheme for M15, HM22 and
HM 23. The PDS notes that
the
proposed
extension
of
hardstone
quarry HM23 is to be
exhausted prior to the
commencement of
the
Restoration Scheme.

Yes

Is the project
located within or
close to any
areas which are
protected under
international, EU
or national or
local legislation
for
their
ecological,
landscape,
cultural or other
value,
which
could be affected
by the Project?

The site in question lies: (i)
Outside
Development
Zone; (ii) forms part of a Level
3
Area
of
Ecological
Importance (AEI) - Wied
Liemu to Wied taċ-Ċawsli
(Government Notice 1236 of
2012); (iii) adjacent to the
Victoria Lines Area of High
Landscape Value (AHLV)
(Government Notice
85
of 2001); and (iv) adjacent to
the Victoria Lines
AHLV
Value
Conservation
Order covering the effective
military
area
of
the
fortifications
(Government
Notice 671 of 2003).

Yes

Yes

No 

Unclear

No
significant
negative
impacts are envisaged.

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e
PDS
Pg.
24

In terms of employment, the
proposed operations shall be
the same as those currently
conducted in HM 23 and
therefore no changes in
employment numbers are
envisaged.

No 

Unclear

No.
The
site
and
its
immediate surroundings are
already heavily committed to
quarrying
and
mineral
extraction
activities.
The
proposed
extension
is
located between two existing
hardstone quarry sites HM23 and
HM22.

GF
002
44/0
7

Moreover, the topography and
physical nature of the site has
already been altered through
various interventions, including
quarrying
operations
and
ancillary interventions.

No 

Unclear

No. As indicated in Question 7
above, the degree of risk of
contamination of water resulting
from the release of pollutants
onto the ground or into surface
waters or groundwater, during
the quarrying operations will have
to
be
verified
through
consultations with the Malta
Resources Authority.

GF
002
44/0
7
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Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

The site lies adjacent/in close
proximity to:
1.
To the West of the site:
- a Level
2
Site
of
Scientific Importance (SSI)
and Area of Ecological
Importance (AEI)
- Wied l-Isperanza to Wied
il-Għasel
(Government
Notice 1236 of 2012);
- Level 1 Site of Scientific
Importance (SSI)
- Wied il-Għasel for rare
species - the only known
locality for a form of Plocama
calabrica
(=
Putoria
calabrica)
of
undetermined
taxonomic
affinity and one of few
localities for a number of
faunal species with very
restricted
distribution in
the
Maltese
Islands
(Government Notice 1236 of
2012); and
- Wied il-Għasel (l/o Mosta)
Tree
Protection
Area
(Government Notice 200 of
2011 and Government Notice
473 of 2011).
2.

To the East of the site:

- a proposed Level 2 Area of
Ecological Importance (AEI) Wied id-Dis (Government
Notice 1236 of 2012);
Class
B
Site
of
Archaeological Importance
(SAI)
–
Cart
Ruts
(Government Notice 829 of
1998); and
- In-Nigret area (l/o Naxxar)
Tree
Protection
Area
(Government Notice 200 of
2011 and Government Notice
473 of 2011).
3.
To the North of the site:
- a Level 2 Site of Scientific
Importance (SSI) - Wied
Santa Katarina including
freshwater
species

9

Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

(Government Notice 1236 of
2012); and
4.
To the South of the
site:
- a Level 2 Site of Scientific
Importance (SSI) and Area of
Ecological Importance (AEI)
–
Tal-Wej
(Government
Notice 781 of 2011).

12

13

Are there any
areas
on
or
around
the
location
which
are important or
sensitive
for
reasons of their
ecology
e.g.
marshlands,
wetlands,
watercourses or
other
water
bodies,
the
coastal
zone,
mountains,
forests
or
woodlands,
which could be
affected by the
Project?
Are there any
areas
on
or
around
the
location
which

The overall site surroundings
include a number of cultural
heritage features such as
Bronze Age dolmens, cart
ruts, Punic tombs, Mediaeval
chapels,
Knights’
fortifications, the Victoria
Lines and associated forts,
and World War II defence
posts. Rural features, many
of which are rock-cut, are
also abundant. The proposal
borders the development
zone of Naxxar and the
closest residential unit is circa
130m away from the site
boundary.
Yes. Reply to Question 11
above refers.

Yes

No 

Unclear

/

Reply to Question 11 and 7
refers.

Yes.
Reply to Question
11 above refers.

Yes

No 

Unclear

/

Reply to Question 11 refers.
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Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

are used by
protected,
important
or
sensitive species
of fauna or flora
e.g. for breeding,
nesting,
foraging, resting,
over wintering,
migration, which
could be affected
by the Project?
14

15

16

17

Are there any
inland, coastal,
marine
or
underground
waters
(or
features of the
marine
environment on
or around the
location
which
could be affected
by the Project?

Yes.
Reply to Question
7 above refers.

Are there any
areas or features
of
high
landscape
or
scenic value on
or around the
location
which
could be effected
by the Project?

Yes. The site lies adjacent to
the Victoria Lines Area of
High
Landscape
Value
(AHLV) (Government Notice
85 of 2001); and adjacent to
the Victoria Lines AHLV
Value Conservation Order
covering the effective military
area of the fortifications
Government Notice 671 of
2003).

Are there any
routes
or
facilities on or
around
the
location
which
are used by the
public for access
to recreation or
other facilities,
which could be
affected by the
Project?

Yes.
The site is located
along Triq il-Fortizza talMosta, which is considered
as a major road.

Are there any
transport routes
on or around the

Yes, same as Question 16
above.

Yes

No 

Unclear

/

Reply to Question 7 refers.

Yes

No 

Unclear

Although the location for the
proposed development lies in
an area known for its sensitivity
from a landscape sensitivity and
visual amenity point of view; the
proposal shall be located in an
area
already committed
for
quarrying and industrial landuses.
Yes
No  Unclear

PDS
Pg.
31 33

/

No significant impacts are
envisaged on the said routes
given that it is unlikely that any
additional operational traffic is
attracted to the site.

Yes

No 

Unclear

/
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Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe
location
which
are susceptible
to congestion or
which
cause
environmental
problems, which
could be affected
by the Project?
18

19

20

21

No significant impacts are
envisaged on the said routes
given that it is unlikely that any
additional operational traffic is
attracted to the site.

No 

Is the Project in a
location where it
is likely to be
highly visible to
many people?

No. Whilst noting that the
proposed development lies in
an area which can be
considered as sensitive from
a landscape character and
visual amenity point of view
(vide Question 15); proposal
is not likely to be visible and
would be almost totally
hidden from public view from
almost all viewpoints.

Yes

Are there any
areas or features
of historic or
cultural
importance on or
around
the
location
that
could be affected
by the Project?

Yes.

Yes

The overall site surroundings
include a number of cultural
heritage features such as
Bronze Age dolmens, cart
ruts, Punic tombs, Mediaeval
chapels,
Knights’
fortifications, the Victoria
Lines and associated forts,
and World War II defence
posts. Rural features, many
of which are rock-cut, are
also abundant.

No significant impacts are
envisaged on any such features
of historic or cultural importance.

Is the Project
located in a
previously
undeveloped
area where there
will be loss of
greenfield/ODZ
land?

No.

Yes

The proposed development
lies within an already existing
quarry, and within an area
characterised
by
quarry
developments,
thus
no
greenfield land will be
utilised.
Yes.

No. Reply to Question 1 refers.

The surrounding land- uses
are predominantly associated
with quarrying activities,
industrial or agricultural.
Additionally,
there
are

No. Reply to Question 1 refers.
Additionally,
no
significant
impacts are envisaged on any
surrounding land-uses.

Are
there
existing
land
uses
on
or
around
the
location
e.g.
homes, gardens,
other
private

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

Unclear

Whilst noting that the location for
the proposed development lies
in
an
area known for its
sensitivity from a landscape
sensitivity and visual amenity
point of view; the proposal shall
be located in an area already
committed for quarrying
and
industrial land- uses.

Yes

No 

No 

No 

Unclear

Unclear

Unclear

PDS
Pg.
31 33

/

/

/
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Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe

22

property,
industry,
commerce,
recreation,
public
open
space,
community
facilities,
agriculture,
forestry, tourism,
mining
or
quarrying which
could be affected
by the project?

substantial areas to the west
of the site that are still in a
relatively natural state, as
well
as
residential
development to the south (c.
130m
away
from
the
proposed site boundary). The
industrial areas are mainly
construction-related, storage
and warehousing.

Are there any
plans for future
land uses within
or around the
location
which
could be affected
by the Project?

Yes.

Yes

A proposal for the restoration
of the entire quarry complex
covering HM15, HM22 and
HM 23 was proposed and
assessed
through GF
00244/07, which covers the
following:

No.

• Treatment and infilling, i.e.
controlled intervention to
treat the mineral void, for
example, through trimming,
re-profiling, or stabilisation,
and infilling with inert waste
and capped with soil;

No 

Unclear

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

/

The restoration of the quarries in
the Wied Filep/Wied il-Għasel
area as assessed through GF
00244/07 are not likely to have a
significant
effect
on
the
environment subject that such
restoration is properly managed.

• Aftercare, which includes all
the
steps necessary to
bring the land to the required
standard for the specific after
uses it will be put to; and

23

24

Are there any
areas
on
or
around
the
location
which
are
densely
populated
or
built-up,
that
could be affected
by the project?
Are there any
areas
on
or
around
the

• After-use, which is the
ultimate use of the land.
No.

Yes

No 

Unclear

The proposed development
is located approximately
130m away from the nearest
development zone/residential
area in Naxxar.

No significant impacts are
envisaged vis-à-vis
densely
populated/built-up areas.

Reply to Questions 21 and 23
refer.

Yes

No 

Unclear

/

/
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Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe

25

location
which
are occupied by
sensitive
land
uses
e.g.
hospitals,
schools, places
of
worship,
community
facilities which
could be affected
by the project?

No other sensitive areas are
present within the area of
influence of the proposed
development.

No significant
envisaged.

Are there any
areas within or
around
the
location
which
contain
important, high
quality or scarce
resources e.g.
groundwater,
surface waters,
forestry,
agriculture,
fisheries,
tourism,
minerals, which
could be affected
by the project?

Yes.
The proposal lies
within the Drinking-Water
Safeguard Zone as identified
by MRA under the Water
Policy
Framework
Regulations (S.L. 549.100).
Furthermore,
the
development lies within the
Wied il-Għasel valley system.

Yes

The project may increase the
risk of contamination of water
through the potential release
of contaminated waters into
the aquifer
and
the
surrounding valley system
(Wied il-Għasel).
There are also potential risks
of oil leaks and accidental
spillages from construction
vehicles, albeit these are
expected to be minor.

26

Are there any
areas within or
around
the
location
which
are
already
subject
to
pollution
or
environmental
damage
e.g.
where existing
legal
environmental
standards
are
exceeded
that
could be affected
by the project?

impacts

No 

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e

are

Unclear

/

No.
The
Hydrology
and
Hydrogeology Baseline Study
submitted as part of the
Restoration Plan for HM 15,
HM22 and HM23, indicated that
the
existing
groundwater
galleries lie 28m below the
quarries and will not be affected
by quarrying or associated
facilities.
A combination of
standard
design-based and operational
measures should be sufficient to
ensure that there are no risks of
contamination of
land or
water from the release of
pollutants.

No 

Yes.

Yes

The site in question lies
adjacent to Wied il-Għasel.

No. Reply to Question 1 refers.

Unclear

/

Moreover, it has already been
subject to an enforcement
notice EC153/03- “Extension
of an existing quarry without
permit”.

14

Que
stion
Num
ber:

Questions to be
Considered

Types and characteristics
of
identified
potential
impacts

Is this likely to result in a
significant effect?
Briefly justify

Briefly describe
27

Is the project
location
susceptible
to
earthquakes, or
subsidence,
landslides,
erosion, flooding
or extreme or
adverse climatic
conditions e.g.
temperature
inversions, fogs,
severe
winds,
which
could
cause the project
to
present
environmental
problems?

Yes. The site for the
proposed
extension
lies
within the Wied il-Għasel
valley system, where it
merges with
its
former
tributary,
Wied
Filep.
Therefore, the site
is
susceptible to flooding and
leakage/runoff (to, from and
through the site) may
contribute to the pollution and
siltation of the underlying
valley.

Yes

No 

Unclear

Doc
ume
nt
Refe
renc
e
/

No significant environmental
impacts are envisaged.

4 Conclusion
4.1 Screening Conclusion and recommended way forward
The proposal falls within the scope of Schedule I ,Category II as per Section 9.0.2.1 (Quarries, opencast mines or underground mines, or projects for the extraction of minerals, ores or peat, as well as,
extensions thereto or ancillary surface or subsurface installations, not covered by Category I) of the EIA
Regulations, 2017 (S.L. 549.46), however following detailed screening in accordance with Schedule III
of the same Regulations, matrix above the proposal does not require an EIA given that no significant
environmental impacts have been identified and provided that the original remnant of Wied il-Għasel is
safeguarded from quarry extraction and from any related risks or damage, no significant impacts are
envisaged. This is without prejudice to the adoption of the required environmental operational
requirements, and the implementation of environmental registration or permit, as relevant.
4.2 Conditions
No extraction shall take place within the remnant of Wied il-Ghasel as depicted in the Blockplan
(PA/03996/16/52a). This area shall be safeguarded from quarrying and from any related risk or
damage. The applicant shall be responsible to retain and conserve the said feature.
4.3 Screening Disclaimer
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to
any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should
the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this
submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened.
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