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Environmental Impact Assessment 
  

Screening  
  

(According to S.L. 549.46) 
 

PA file no.: PA 09084/17 

Project Title: Proposed underpass at St. Lucija/Tarxien roundabout (Node SA11) including 
widening of road 

Location:  Site at, Vjal St. Lucija, Paola, Triq Tal-Barrani, Tarxien, St. Lucija, Triq Hal-Luqa, 
St. Lucija, Paola , Tarxien, Triq Xintill, Tarxien, Malta 

and  
 

PA file no.: PA 06279/18 

Project Title: Proposed widening of road 
Location:  Site at, Triq Hal-Luqa, Santa Lucija/, Triq Hal Luqa, Paola, Malta 

Screening date: August 2018 
 
 
 

1. Description of Proposal 
 
1.1 Outline of project/development 
 
PA 9084/17 is considered as part of a whole network in line with the Marsa-Paola junction and is being 
proposed to reduce traffic congestion within these particular areas. Currently, the existing road (Triq 
Tal-Barrani and Vjal Santa Lucija) is characterised by a dual carriageway of two north bound and two 
south bound lanes separated by a central reserve. The proposal intends to reduce traffic congestion 
during peak traffic hours and to improve traffic flows through the introduction of an underpass and 
associated road widening at the Triq Santa Lucija / Tarxien roundabout (Node SA11).  This will involve 
around 1km stretch of road network.  The existing roundabout and surface roads are also being 
proposed to be re-designed to assure that vehicles re-align with the main flow of traffic from the 
underpass through the proposed diverging/merging lanes. 
 
The main components of the project consist of the following:  

 A dual-lane underpass (from Triq tal- Barrani along Triq Santa Lucija) c. 125m long and c. 8.5m 
deep;  

 Widening of Vjal Santa Lucija on the western side of the existing carriageway with a length of c. 
770m to provide a dual-lane carriageway.  This stretch will provide slip road to/from the proposed 
modifications to the Santa Lucija roundabout, a segregated path, cycling path (both direction);  

 Widening of Triq Tal-Barrani towards the south-west of the existing carriageway c. 335m long.  
This will provide a dual-lane carriageway for the slip roads to/from the proposed modifications to 
the Santa Lucija roundabout.  This stretch is located within an existing recreational/landscaped 
area at Santa Lucija consisting of a jogging track and an outdoor gym. 

 
Other works include:  

 Resurfacing of Triq l-Isqof Pietru Pace, between Triq it-Tifkira and Triq Nazzarenu (east of Vjal 
Santa Luċija); 

 Formation of a section of the schemed residential road at Triq l-Isqof Pietru Pace, Paola (area is 
presently a garden); 

 Reconstruction and upgrading of the existing pedestrian subway crossing Triq Tal-Barrani and 
joining the Santa Luċija recreational area to Tarxien; 

 Redesign of the carriageway and parking area at the junction of Triq Joseph Burlò and Triq Ċikku 
Saliba (northeast of Triq tal-Barrani) for pedestrians; 
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 Removal of the road access from Santa Luċija onto Vjal Santa Lucija (area and adjoining lands 
will be converted into a garden);  

 Rehabilitation of the reservoir at  Vjal Santa Luċija and construction of two new reservoirs;  

 Reconstruction of an access under Vjal Santa Luċija, connecting Paola to the valley side 
including a hydro-dynamic separator to filter stormwater; and  

 Upgrading the utility infrastructure including a stormwater network to direct water to the 
reservoirs.  

 
These interventions are illustrated in Figures 2 and 3. 

Figure 1: Location of the scheme site (Source: PDS) 
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Figure 2: Plan showing the site at surface level (Source: PDS) 
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Figure 3: Plan showing the underpass (Source: PDS) 

 
 
 
In the meantime, Transport Malta submitted a proposal PA 06279/18 for the widening of road at Triq 
Hal-Luqa, Santa Lucija/, Triq Hal Luqa, Paola (Figures 4).  An update to the PDS for PA 9084/17 was 
requested by ERA for screening purposes.  Apart from Paola, the site also falls within the Local Council 
boundary of Tarxien, Luqa and Santa Lucija.   
 
Currently, the road consists of one lane in each direction, separated by a narrow concrete kerb and a 
central strip.  The proposal will consist in the widening of the existing road footprint to convert the 
present road to a standard double carriageway with 3.25m lanes in each direction.  The current central 
strip will be replaced by a wider central strip.  Two bus lay-bys and a segregated shared lane for 
pedestrians and cyclists is also being proposed (c. 3,620m2).  The latter will complement the cycle lane 
route in the Santa Lucija Underpass project (PA 9084/17) and the Marsa Junction project.   A 3 metre 
wide segregated shared lane along the fields at the Addolorata side is being proposed for both 
pedestrians and cyclists (see Figures 5a to 6b bellow).  No encroachment will take place on the Chinese 
garden and an adjacent open space, except some minor widening (c. 390 m2).    
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Figure 4.  The site area proposed in PA 6279/18 (Source: PA Geoserver).  
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 5a.  Existing layout for PA 6279/18 (Source: PDS Update).  
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Figure 5b.  Existing layout for PA 6279/18 (Source: PDS Update).  
 

 
 
Figure 6a.  Proposal on existing layout for PA 6279/18 (Source: PDS Update).  
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Figure 6b.  Proposal on existing layout for PA 6279/18 (Source: PDS Update).  
 
 
 
1.2 Site description and related considerations  
 
PA 9084/17  partly lies within the urban area (development zone) and partly within the rural area (outside 
development zone).  Developments in the surrounding vicinity consist of mainly residential and 
commercial areas, a school and agricultural land with rural structures.  The Addolorata Cemetery lies 
to the West.  Furthermore, the proposal is located; 

 partially within a Bird Sanctuary and Tree Protection Area (TPA) - Ic-Cimiterju tal-Addolorata (G.N. 
473 of 2011);  

 c. 50m from the buffer zone for the Class A scheduled AAI Ħal-Saflieni Hypogeum; and 

 c. 75m from the Santa Marija Addolorata Cemetery, a Grade 1 scheduled feature.  
 
In the case of PA 6279/18, where the proposed land widening is proposed, the site is identified as a 
Strategic Open Gap (SMCO 10) in the South Local Plan.  The same area is also an Agricultural Area 
(SMAG 01) and a small part of the proposed widening located adjacent to the Santa Lucija underpass 
is designated as a Valley Protection Zone in Map SL3 of the same Local Plan. There are no 
archaeologically sensitive sites.  The site lies within a Water Protection Zone.  
 

2. EIA-relevant history 
 
2.1 EIA screening criteria (citations refer to S.L. 549.46 except where otherwise specified): 

 
At initial ERA screening stage (2017), the proposed development was deemed not to qualify for further 
EIA studies.  However, following the publication of the revised EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L. 549.46), this 
planning application was re-screened in line with Schedule I where it was concluded that the proposal 
falls under Category II, Section 2.1.2.1 (Construction, excavation or realignment of roads, tunnels, 
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viaducts or bridges, not covered by Category I, if located ODZ or at the edge of the development zone) 
of the same Regulations. 
 
2.2 Version of documents used for screening: 
PA 9084/17: PDS dated 27th July 2018. 
PA 6279/18: Update to the PDS for PA 6279/18 dated 24 August 2018.  

 

3. Screening Matrix 
 

Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

1 Will construction, 
operation or 
decommissioning 
of the Project 
involve actions 
which will cause 
physical changes 
in the locality 
(topography, 
landuse, changes 
in water bodies, 
etc)? 

With respect to PA 9084/17, 
the area to be permanently 
taken up by the proposal 
covers a site area of 
approximately 49,000m2, with 
an additional 1,750m2 (to the 
west of Vjal Santa Lucija) of 
land being used for access 
during construction works. 
 
Of this 49,000m2, approx. 
26,550 m2 of this currently 
forms part of the road network 
(including hard-surfaced 
areas adjoining the 
carriageway). The remainder 
comprises a landscaped 
recreational area bordering 
Santa Luċija, along Triq tal-
Barrani (approximately 3,500 
m2), agricultural land within 
Wied il-Horr to the west of Vjal 
Santa Luċija (approximately 
6,989 m2), and an area of 
approximately 170 m2 at Triq l-
Isqof Pietru Pace, identified as 
a Schemed road but which is 
currently a garden.  Proposal 
will also involve the uprooting 
of 547 trees, with 262 to be 
replanted elsewhere. 
 
Furthermore, the project will 
lead to impacts on the 
topography of Wied il-Horr, 
due to terraced nature of the 
agricultural land to be taken 
up, and the steep topography 
of the area. 
 
PA 6279/18 is expected to 
take c. 3,620m2 for road 
widening to accommodate 
mainly the pedestrian and 
cycle facilities.  Around 390m2 

of land will be encroached 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Yes. The proposal will result in an 
intensification of infrastructure in the area.  
The proposal will take c. 3,500m2 of 
landscaped area at tal-Barrani and c. 
6,989m2 of agricultural/natural land, as a 
result of road widening at Vjal Santa Lucija, 
leading to the permanent loss of 
agricultural land.  The proposal will uproot 
547 trees. In this regard, physical changes 
in the locality are expected, mainly along 
Vjal Santa Lucija.  
 
With respect to PA 6279/18, the proposal 
will take up c. 4,100m2 of 
undeveloped/agricultural land.  
 
The significance is expected to increase by 
the fact that the impacts on the topography 
of Wied il-Horr, due to terraced nature of 
the agricultural land to be taken up, and the 
steep topography of the area. The impact 
is such that studies per se would not 
significantly help resolve the underlying 
considerations. 
Compensatory planting in the area is being 
recommended. For PA 6279/18, 117 trees 
were transplanted.   
 
 
 

PDS 
Pgs. 4, 
23 
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Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

upon in a designated green 
area to introduce a new public 
transport lay by.  
 
With respect to the uprooting 
of trees, 185 trees are covered 
by permit NP 0130/18 and c. 
55 trees will be further 
uprooted (located on the 
existing central strip).   

2 Will construction 
or operation of the 
Project use 
natural resources 
such as land, 
water, materials 
or energy, 
especially any 
resources which 
are non-
renewable or in 
short supply? 

Yes. 
 
PA 9084/17 will take up about 
c. 10,500m2 of undeveloped 
land, 30,000m2 of asphalt, 
28,300m2 of granular fill 
material, 21,000m2 of 
concrete, as well as large 
amounts of steel and uPVC.  
PA 6279/18 will take up c. 
3,620m2 of undeveloped land 
for widening and c. 390m2 of 
designated green area.  
 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
On considering the size and scale of the 
project, the amounts used are expected to 
be significant, especially with regards to 
the loss of undeveloped/agricultural land 
(refer to Question 1 above).   
 
The excavated material can be used for 
both on-site and off-site, as fill and 
aggregate.   All of the top soil will be reused 
on site in the new landscaping or in the 
nearby fields to increase soil depth. 
Surplus soil will be managed in 
accordance with the instructions by the 
Department for Agriculture.  

PDS 
Pg. 36 

3 Will the Project 
involve use, 
storage, 
transport, 
handling or 
production of 
substances or 
materials or 
energy, 
especially any 
resources which 
could be harmful 
to human health 
or the 
environment or 
raise concerns 
about actual or 
perceived risks to 
human health? 

Yes. Given its scale, the 
proposal will generate fugitive 
dust emissions during 
construction and, potentially, 
NOx and PM10 from the 
increased traffic making use of 
the upgraded road 
infrastructure. If not properly 
managed, such emissions to 
air have the potential to impact 
adjoining residential 
neighbours. The overall 
reduction in trees and 
vegetation cover will likely 
also negatively influence the 
air quality in the area. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Dust generation (during construction) will 
be temporary, short term and can be 
effectively mitigated through the 
Environmental Management Construction 
Site Regulations (S.L. 552.09).  Dust may 
deposit on agricultural land during 
construction, although such impact is 
considered as temporary.  
 
The aim of this improvement in the 
infrastructure is to reduce bottlenecks and 
traffic congestion, which should improve 
NOx and PM10 (during operation).   
 
Such impacts are related to the road 
network in its entirety, as a series of 
upgrading of roads may attract more traffic 
and therefore an increase in emissions in 
the longer term. This matter should be 
assessed at a strategic and national level. 

PDS 
Pgs. 
33, 34, 
41-42 

4 Will the Project 
produce solid 
wastes during 
construction, 
operation or 
decommissioning
? 

Yes. 
 
Waste arising during 
construction will consist of 
demolition/excavation and 
construction waste. 
 

Yes    No       Unclear  

 
No, it is planned to process the excavated 
material off-site and the materials reused 
both on-site as well as off-site as fill and 
aggregate.   
 

PDS 
Pgs. 
36 
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Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

Proposal covered by PA 
9084/17 is also expected to 
generate c. 55,000m3 of 
excavated material including 
c. 12,000 m3 of soil, c. 23,000 
m3 of rock, c. 17,000m3 of 
other soft stone and soil 
materials, and c. 3,000 m3 of 
bituminous mixtures.   
 
PA 6279/18 will generate c. 
2,800m3 of soil (all of which 
will be reused in the 
agricultural fields at the same 
site).  The same proposal will 
generate c. 2,700m3 of 
general fill material will be 
excavated and around 
2,550m3 of concrete material 
will be taken to approved 
dumping sites.  Scarified 
material amounting to c. 
2,150m3 will be re-used on 
site.  
 
No operational waste will be 
produced. 

 

5 Will the project 
release pollutants 
or any hazardous, 
toxic or noxious 
substances to 
air? 

Yes.  
 
During construction fugitive 
dust emissions from site 
clearance and excavation, as 
well as exhaust (including NOx 
and PM10) from construction 
vehicles are likely to be 
produced. 
 
Once operational, there will 
likely be an increase in traffic 
making use of the upgraded 
road network.  The overall 
reduction in trees and 
vegetation cover will likely 
also negatively influence the 
air quality in the area. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 3 refers. 

PDS 
Pg. 
41-42 
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Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

6 Will the Project 
cause noise and 
vibration or 
release of light, 
heat, energy or 
electromagnetic 
radiation? 

Yes. 
 
The removal of the traffic 
bottleneck has the potential to 
reduce noise emissions 
arising from revving of 
engines by static and slow 
moving vehicles. However, an 
increase in traffic speed, and 
additional vehicular traffic that 
is likely to be attracted to the 
area, has the potential to 
increase traffic noise 
emissions.  

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
During construction works, excavation, 
demolition, and construction activity will 
increase noise and vibration emissions.  
However, this is short-term and can be 
effectively mitigated through the 
Construction Site Management 
Regulations, 2009 (S.L. 552.09) 
 
During operation, it is yet unclear as to the 
expected number of traffic generated as a 
result of the proposal and therefore the 
impact of the proposal on noise is unclear.  
 
 

PDS 
Pg. 42 

7 Will the Project 
lead to risks of 
contamination of 
land or water from 
releases of 
pollutants onto 
the ground or into 
surface waters, 
groundwater, 
coastal waters or 
the sea? 

PA 9084/17 seeks to repair 
and clean the existing large 
reservoir on the western 
corner of the proposal site 
(south of Vjal Santa Luċija). It 
is also proposed to provide 
two new reservoirs, on the 
south side of Triq Tal-Barrani; 
these reservoirs will have a 
capacity of 370 m3 and 60 m3, 
respectively. The collected 
water will be used for 
landscaping in the vicinity of 
the site, including being made 
available to local farmers.  
 
In addition, a new stormwater 
system will be implemented to 
collect rainwater surface run 
off and discharge it at 
identified controlled locations 
in the case of PA 6279/18. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No.   
 
During construction works, excavation, 
demolition, and construction activity may 
result in an increased risk of contamination 
from run-off.  However, this is short-term 
and can be effectively mitigated through 
the Construction Site Management 
Regulations, 2009 (S.L. 552.09) 
 
However, operations are likely to reduce 
such a risk through the rehabilitation of one 
reservoir, and the provision of two new 
reservoirs. 

/ 

8 Will there be any 
risk of accidents 
during 
construction or 
operation of the 
Project which 
could affect 
human health or 
the environment? 

No increase in the risk of 
accidents is envisaged, other 
than ‘normal’ occupational 
risks typically associated with 
proposed development. 

Yes  No        Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged 
during operation. 

/ 

9 Will the Project 
result in social 
changes for 
example, in 
demography, 
traditional 
lifestyles, 
employment? 

No. The proposed 
development is not expected 
to lead to demographic or 
social changes as long as 
careful access arrangements 
for construction traffic are 
provided such not to disrupt 
the residents. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant changes are expected. 
 

/ 
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Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

10 Are there any 
such factors 
which should be 
considered such 
as the 
consequential 
development 
which could lead 
to environmental 
effects or the 
potential for 
cumulative 
impacts with other 
existing or 
planned activities 
in the locality? 

No impacts are envisaged.  
Most of the area is already 
committed by the existing road 
network and seeks the 
upgrading and extension of 
such infrastructure. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant changes are expected. 
 

/ 

11 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which are 
protected under 
international or 
national or local 
legislation for 
their ecological, 
landscape, 
cultural or other 
value, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes, the proposal (PA 
9084/17) is located: 

 partially within a Bird 
Sanctuary and Tree 
Protection Area (TPA) - 
Ic-Cimiterju tal-
Addolorata (G.N. 473 of 
2011);  

 c. 50m from the buffer 
zone for the Class A 
scheduled AAI Ħal-
Saflieni Hypogeum; and 

 c. 75m from the Santa 
Marija Addolorata 
Cemetery, a Grade 1 
scheduled feature (this 
is also the case for PA 
6279/18).  
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
The overall impact will be on the loss of 
rural landscape character due to the 
encroachment towards the west of Vjal 
Santa Lucija.  In this regard, the proposal 
will also have an impact on the visual 
setting of the Grade 1 scheduled Santa 
Maria Addolorata Cemetery.  The impact is 
such that studies per se would not 
significantly help resolve the underlying 
considerations. 
 
With respect to the buffer at Hal Saflieni, 
this already protects the Hypogeum which 
located at a considerable distance from the 
development site and therefore no 
significant impact is expected on this front.  
 

PDS 
Pg. 41 

12 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which are 
important or 
sensitive for 
reasons of their 
ecology e.g. 
wetlands, 
watercourses or 
other water 
bodies, the 
coastal zone, 
mountains, 
forests or 
woodlands, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

The proposal (PA 9084/17) 
will lead to the permanent loss 
of a substantial tract of natural 
land in the area west of Vjal 
Santa Luċija (6,898m2), as 
well as the temporary loss of 
additional natural land in this 
area (1,750m2).  
 
The proposal (PA 9084/17) 
will also result in the uprooting 
of 547 trees, including 39 
protected Olea europaea 
(Olive) trees, and a total of 125 
trees from within Iċ-Ċimiterju 
ta' l-Addolorata (Il-Madwar) 
Tree Protection Area (and Bird 
Sanctuary). Whilst it is 
envisaged to transplant 262 
trees (including the 39 Olea 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
The loss of agricultural/natural land and 
trees and the increase in hard surfacing is 
likely to have an effect on the surrounding 
ecology and groundwater. This includes 
impacts on birds on taking note that the 
site is partially located within the l-
Addolorata (il-Madwar) Bird Sanctuary. 
The proposal includes the 
construction/upgrading of water reservoirs 
as well as compensatory planting.  In this 
regard, the impact is not considered 
significant.  
 
 

PDS 
Pg. 
41-42 
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Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

europaea) elsewhere within or 
close to the site, there will still 
be an overall loss of 285 trees 
currently growing within the 
proposed development site. 
Furthermore, where the 
maturity of the trees is 
uncertain, there may be 
difficulties in securing the 
successful transplantation of 
the more mature trees; hence, 
more trees might be lost than 
currently envisaged  
 
The loss of soft ground cover 
and vegetation, and the 
increase in hard-surfacing, will 
have implications for recharge 
of the aquifer, where it is likely 
to exacerbate storm water 
runoff and reduce aquifer 
recharge.  
 
PA 6279/18 is expected to 
take c. 3,620m2 for road 
widening to accommodate 
mainly the pedestrian and 
cycle facilities.  Around 390m2 

of land will be encroached 
upon in a designated green 
area to introduce a new public 
transport lay by.  
 
With respect to the uprooting 
of trees for PA 6279/18, 185 
trees are covered by permit 
NP 0130/18 and c. 55 trees 
will be further uprooted 
(located on the existing central 
strip).   
 

13 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which are 
used by 
protected, 
important or 
sensitive species 
of fauna or flora 
e.g. for breeding, 
nesting, foraging, 
resting, over 
wintering, 
migration, which 

Yes, PA 9084/17 is  located; 

 partially within a Bird 
Sanctuary and Tree 
Protection Area (TPA) - 
Ic-Cimiterju tal-
Addolorata (G.N. 473 of 
2011). 

 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 12 refers. 
 

PDS 
Pg. 
41-42 
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Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

could be affected 
by the project? 

14 Are there any 
inland, coastal, 
marine or 
underground 
waters on or 
around the 
location which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. The loss of soft ground 
cover and vegetation, and the 
increase in hard-surfacing, will 
have implications for recharge 
of the aquifer, where the 
Scheme is likely to exacerbate 
storm water runoff and reduce 
aquifer recharge. 

Yes   No        Unclear  

 
The loss of substantial amounts of natural 
land and trees is likely an effect on the 
ecology and groundwater recharge rate.  
However, given that the proposal will 
restore the existing reservoir and will 
introduce storm water infrastructure, such 
impact is not considered to be significant.  
 
 

PDS 
Pg. 
41-42 

15 Are there any 
areas or features 
of high landscape 
or scenic value on 
or around the 
location, which 
could be effected 
by the project? 

Yes, the proposal is located: 

 partially within a Bird 
Sanctuary and Tree 
Protection Area (TPA) - 
Ic-Cimiterju tal-
Addolorata (G.N. 473 of 
2011). 

 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
The overall impact will be on the loss of 
rural landscape character due to the 
encroachment towards the west of Vjal 
Santa Lucija.  In this regard, the proposal 
will also have an impact on the visual 
setting of the Grade 1 scheduled Santa 
Maria Addolorata Cemetery due to the loss 
of trees.  The impact is such that studies 
per se would not significantly help resolve 
the underlying considerations. 
 

PDS 
Pg. 
41-42 

16 Are there any 
routes or facilities 
on or around the 
location which are 
used by the public 
for access to 
recreation or 
other facilities, 
which could be 
affected by the 
project? 

Yes. 
 
The proposal involves the 
upgrading the road 
infrastructure for one of 
Malta’s primary arterial roads. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
While negative impacts and 
inconveniences are expected during 
construction, these are temporary and 
short-term.  Operations will likely lead to an 
improvement in the routes to be upgraded. 

/ 

17 Are there any 
transport routes 
on or around the 
location which are 
susceptible to 
congestion or 
which cause 
environmental 
problems, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. 
 
Reply to Question 16 refers. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No. Reply to Question 16 refers.   

/ 

18 Is the project in a 
location where it 
is likely to be 
highly visible to 
many people? 

Yes. 
 
The proposal involves the 
upgrading the road 
infrastructure for one of 
Malta’s primary arterial roads, 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 11 refers. 
 

PDS 
Pg. 
41-42 
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Ques
tion 
Num
ber: 

Questions to be 
Considered 
 

Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

and one which is surrounded 
by residential and commercial 
uses. 
 
Reply to Question 11 refers. 
 

19 Are there any 
areas or features 
of historic or 
cultural 
importance on or 
around the 
location which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes, PA 9084/17  is located: 

 50m from the buffer 
zone for the Class A 
scheduled AAI Ħal-
Saflieni Hypogeum; and 

 75m from the Santa 
Marija Addolorata 
Cemetery, a Grade 1 
scheduled feature (also 
in the case for PA 
6279/18).  
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Yes. Reply to Question 11 refers.   
 
The PDS states that there is uncertainty 
over the impact on the rural buildings / 
structures and rubble walls to be 
demolished / removed to accommodate 
the proposal, where the cultural heritage 
significance of these features is yet to be 
determined.  
 
With reference to the site’s proximity to the 
Hypogeum buffer, it is unlikely that the 
proposal will cause any significant impact 
with respect to vibrations as the actual 
Hypogeum is located at a considerable 
distance.  Monitoring is however being 
recommended.   
 
With respect to the setting of the Grade 1 
scheduled Addolorata Cemetery, the 
existing natural/agricultural land buffer will 
be reduced, thus taking the urban area 
closer to the Cemetery, as well as reduce 
the vegetation cover along the urban 
fringe. This will have an impact on the 
setting of the Cemetery as viewed from the 
north, east and southeast. 
 
Furthermore, in the case of any 
archaeological findings, the SCH would 
need to be alerted.  
 

/ 

20 Is the project 
located in a 
previously 
undeveloped 
area where there 
will be loss of 
greenfield land? 

Yes.  
 
For PA 9084/17, 
approximately 6,989 m2 of 
agricultural land will be taken 
up by the proposal, as well as 
the temporary loss of 1,750m2 
additional natural land in this 
area. 
 
For PA 6279/18, around 
4,100m2 of undeveloped land 
will be taken up by the 
proposal.  This includes 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Yes. The proposal (PA 9084/17) will 
effectively result in a loss of circa. 9,000m2 
and c. 4,100m2 of natural/ agricultural land, 
respectively.  Reply to question 1 refers. 
The impact is such that studies per se 
would not significantly help resolve the 
underlying considerations. 
 
 
  

/ 
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Identified potential impacts 
 
Briefly describe 

Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
 
Briefly justify 

Docu
ment 
refere
nce 

agricultural land towards the 
Addolorata site.  
 

21 Are there existing 
land uses on or 
around the 
location e.g. 
homes, gardens, 
other private 
property, 
industry, 
commerce, 
recreation, public 
open space, 
community 
facilities, 
agriculture, 
forestry, tourism, 
mining or 
quarrying which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. 
 
Reply to Question 1 refers. 
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 1 refers. 
 

PDS 
Pg. 
41-42 

22 Are there any 
plans for future 
land uses on or 
around the 
location which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

No such plans are present 
within the area of influence of 
the proposed development. 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are being 
envisaged. 

/ 

23 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which are 
densely 
populated or built 
up, which could 
be affected by the 
project? 

Yes. The site is situated 
adjacent to the built-up area of 
Paola, Tarxien, and St. Lucija.  
Local residents may be 
affected by the proposed 
project in terms of issues that 
are typically encountered vis-
à-vis new development within 
existing built-up areas (e.g. air 
quality, vibration, noise 
emissions and an increase in 
the frequency of heavy 
vehicles accessing the site 
during the construction phase 
and increase in traffic during 
the operational phase). 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Construction related impacts (dust, noise 
and vibrations) are temporary and short 
terms and can be mitigated through 
measures outlined in the Environmental 
Management Construction Site 
Regulations (S.L. 552.09). 
 
The amount of pollutants (fugitive dust, 
traffic emissions) during operations and 
their significance to potentially negatively 
impact the surrounding residential 
neighbours, however such impacts are 
related to the road network in its entirety, 
as a series of upgrading of roads may 
attract more traffic and therefore an 
increase in emissions in the longer term. 
This matter should be assessed at a 
strategic and national level. 

/ 
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With respect to noise emissions on 
sensitive receptors, impact is unclear and 
therefore further assessment is required.  
 

24 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which are 
occupied by 
sensitive land 
uses e.g. 
hospitals, 
schools, places of 
worship, 
community 
facilities which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes PA 9084/17 is located: 

 Adjacent to the St. 
Thomas Moore Middle 
School; and 

 75m from the Santa 
Marija Addolorata 
Cemetery, a Grade 1 
scheduled feature (also 
in the case for PA 
6279/18).  
 

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Currently, the site is occupied by a major 
road infrastructure.  The proposal may 
have an impact on visual amenity, air 
quality and noise.   
 
With respect to visual amenity, the impact 
is such that studies per se would not 
significantly help resolve the underlying 
considerations.  On air quality impacts are 
related to the road network in its entirety, 
as a series of upgrading of roads may 
attract more traffic and therefore an 
increase in emissions in the longer term. 
This matter should be assessed at a 
strategic and national level.  Further 
assessment is required with respect to 
noise emissions.  
 

/ 

25 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
contain important, 
high quality or 
scarce resources 
e.g. groundwater, 
surface waters, 
forestry, 
agriculture, 
fisheries, tourism, 
minerals, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. Reply to Question 14 
refers.   

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
Reply to Question 14 refers.   

/ 

26 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
have already 
subject to 
pollution or 
environmental 
damage e.g. 
where existing 
legal 
environmental 
standards are 
exceeded, which 

Yes. The proposal is within an 
area which is already subject 
to heavy traffic flow, with 
consequent air quality 
implications. 
  
The potential increase in 
traffic flows may further 
exacerbate this.  
 
 

Yes  No          Unclear  

 
The proposal may lead to further 
intensification of traffic in the area thus 
resulting in further exceedance of legal 
environmental standards vis-à-vis air 
quality; however, such impacts are related 
to the road network in its entirety, as a 
series of upgrading of roads may attract 
more traffic and therefore an increase in 
emissions in the longer term. This matter 
should be assessed at a strategic and 
national level. 
 

/   
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Is this likely to result in a significant 
effect?  
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Docu
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could be affected 
by the project? 

27 Is the project 
location 
susceptible to 
earthquakes, or 
subsidence, 
landslides, 
erosion, flooding 
or extreme or 
adverse climatic 
conditions e.g. 
temperature 
inversions, fogs, 
severe winds, 
which could 
cause the project 
to present 
environmental 
problems? 

No.  
 
The likelihood of such extreme 
events in the area can be 
considered as minimal.  

Yes  No         Unclear  

 
No significant impacts are envisaged. 

/ 

 
 
 
 
4.  EIA Screening Conclusion and recommended way forward 
 
4.1 EIA screening conclusion 
 
The above screening has identified the following main areas of concern: 

1. Sideways extension of the overall road footprint with consequent impacts on uptake of 
undeveloped land (namely agricultural land), impacts on valley topography, distribution of rural 
features (e.g. terraced rural fields and old traditional rubble walls) and rural landscape; 

2. The uprooting of a large number of mature trees which will  change the visual aspect of the 
current Avenue (Vjal Santa Lucija and Triq Hal Luqa); and  

3. Unclear impacts vis-à-vis noise emissions compared to the baseline situation. 
 
The proposal is a modification to an existing road infrastructure.  Impacts indicated in points 1 and 2 
above are evident upfront, such that studies per se would not significantly help resolve the underlying 
considerations, whereas impacts indicated in point 3 require further targeted investigation. In this regard 
while an EIA is not being requested, the following is still required: 

1. A noise study is required to predict impact patterns and help devise mitigation measures as is 
required (See Section 4.2 for details); and 

2. Removal of trees is to be subject to an ERA permit, and in this context exhaustive efforts toward 
transplanting should be made and compensatory planting required. 

 
Furthermore, it is being recommended that all proposed upgrades and extensions to the national road 
network are assessed at a strategic level, in order to have a clear outline of the resultant impacts on 
traffic and air quality.  
 
4.2 Noise Impact Study  
 
A noise impact study is to be carried out including a baseline noise survey of the existing road included 
in the project site limits, aimed at monitoring traffic noise. A prediction of noise levels from the traffic 
increase at the junction and even the prediction of a decrease at the underpass can be assessed 
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through the noise study taking into account the noise impact at the sensitive receptors. Hence, the study 
would inform and propose any mitigation measures required such as noise barriers within the project 
extents, where such barriers are deemed appropriate and where required. 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
This junction forms part of the Comprehensive TEN-T Network along Route 9 situated at Node SA11 
and the routes is classified as an Arterial route.  The project area lies between Marsa Paola Junction 
(south bound direction) uphill to Tarxien/ St Lucija Junction c/w Vjal St Lucija, Triq Hal Luqa, Triq Xintill 
and Triq tal-Barrani. 
 
The existing road is characterized by a dual carriageway of two north bound and two south bound lanes 
respectively, separated by a central reserve with vegetation in the form of low bushes. The proposal is 
important since the introduction of a new vehicular underpass will improve traffic flows arising from the 
adjacent major infrastructure projects, together with safer entry/exits in merging and diverging lanes.  
 
The proposed underpass will constitute of a double lane in same direction for both north and south 
bounds, which will be separate from each other.  This underpass is planned to reduce congestion, along 
the longitudinal route (Triq tal-Barrani – Vjal St.Lucija). Further to this, the above elevated roundabout 
and surface roads shall be re-designed to assure that vehicles re-align with the main flow of traffic from 
the underpass through the proposed diverging/ merging lanes. 
 
It should be noted that the existing site is relatively restricted and the proposed design entails widening 
over the existing infrastructure (to accommodate the merging and diverging lanes being proposed). 
Widening will take place along undeveloped agricultural land. The creation of this widened part will 
require the construction of retaining walls and barrier walls (expected to support future sound barriers). 
 
The existing subway, used to provide a safe route for students to the school grounds, will be refurbished 
and upgraded to be more accessible.  A new crossing across Triq Tal-Barrani is also proposed as an 
upgrade over the existing one, keeping the pedestrian link between Tarxien and Paola, and Santa 
Lucija. 
 
 
IDENTIFIED SENSITIVE AREAS 
 
Adjacent to the existing road Vjal Santa Lucija, there are a number of residences on the north-eastern 
side which form the town of Rahal Gdid (aka Paola).  There is a small playing field in this area which is 
separated from the road by a boundary wall.  Some of the residences of this area are at a higher level 
than the existing road. 
 
On the western side there is a large cemetery (the Addolorata Cemetery).  The roundabout junction 
itself is at the edge of the urban area, on the border of Santa Lucija, Paola and Hal Tarxien.   
 
The Tal-Barrani road is on the border between Tarxien and Santa Lucija and residences are found on 
both sides of the road.  On the south-western side, i.e. on the Santa Lucija side, there is a public garden 
which lies between the road and the residences.  Both the Santa Lucija and the Tarxien residences are 
at level with the existing road.  At the edge of the project limits there is a school.  The existing 
carriageway immediately in front of the school is not proposed to change. 
 
In light of the above, a baseline noise survey of the existing road included in the project site limits.  This 
shall be aimed at monitoring traffic noise and will assist us in proposing noise barriers within the project 
extents, where such barriers are deemed appropriate and where required. 
 
 
4.3 Screening Disclaimer 
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to 
any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should 
the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this 
submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened. 

 


