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1.0  Introduction 

1.1 This Project Description Statement (PDS) has been prepared to serve as 

planning justification for the proposed extension to existing quarry HM 23 

(Tracking Number: 158611), submitted by Dr. Fenech on behalf of 

Blokrete Limited (herein referred to as the applicant).  The report was 

drafted in line with Regulation 5(1) of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations, 2007 (L.N. 114/2007). 

1.2 Blokrete Limited was established in the early fifties and today is one of the 

leading companies in the construction sector, with its factory and offices 

located in Lija.  Blokrete Limited owns and operates two hard stone 

quarries and has endeavoured to introduce innovation and new practices 

to the construction industry.  The company manufactures of various 

concrete products for the construction industry. 

1.3 The applicant intends to extract mineral resource from the last parcel of 

land, forming part of a much larger complex of hard stone quarries that 

have been active for the past 6 decades, before progressively restoring it 

as per Restoration Plan prepared in 2005 and revised in 2006 (by Adi 

Associates) covering the whole area, although focusing on particular areas 

as will be discussed in this brief report. 

1.4 The site is located in the area known as Wied Filep, amidst an area which 

has seen around 60 years of quarrying (vide Figure One).  The main 

resource extracted is Lower Coralline Limestone, from the Xlendi, Attard, 

and Il- Magħlaq Members of the geological formation.  Over the years, 

quarrying activities have actually levelled Wied Filep, impacted Wied il-

Għasel, and has inevitably created an impact on the area. 

1.5 The complex of quarries already includes the area in which the applicant is 

seeking to extend quarry HM 23.  This areas is already heavily disturbed 

and committed, but more importantly still have valuable resource that 

should not be sterilised by mature restoration that would effectively 

would preclude mineral extraction in the area.  It is understood that this 

parcel of land, is a leftover area, resulting from contentious delineation of 

boundaries, is much better placed to contribute to the extraction of 

mineral, than would be new areas involving the taking of greenfield sites 

and the associated intrinsic adverse impacts in areas that are not already 

committed by quarrying activities.  As such the proposed extension would 

not result in an encroachment on previously uncommitted land and given 

the context would not have any noticeable impact or intensification of 

current operations in the area.  Moreover, the proposed extension will 
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enable the extraction of resource and pave the way for the phased 

restoration, of four quarries with a total area of about 296,000m21. 

1.6 The site is located north of the Great Fault at Naxxar, and south of the 

Wied il- Għasel watercourse. 

1.7 As indicated earlier the area is divided mainly amongst four quarries, one 

(unnumbered) which is exhausted, another (HM15) has a small amount of 

material still to be excavated from within the permitted boundaries, HM 

23 which still has high quality resource and extraction potential and the 

largest of the four quarries, HM 22 with about 1 million cubic metres of 

good quality coralline limestone for extraction prior to exhaustion2.  

1.8 The proposal will only include the extraction of minerals transported from 

the site in question to the factory in Lija for further processing.  The 

applicant is also in possession of lease from Lands Department for such 

activity and also of an environmental permit (EP0048/12/B) for the 

operation of hard stone quarry HM 23.  There will be no placing of 

crushers, machinery and other ancillary heavy vehicles on site.  No 

stockpiling of aggregate or associated activities, other that the extraction 

of mineral resources, through the use of a mechanical excavator will be 

carried out.  The proposal is concrete step towards the restoration of the 

                                                             
1 Unless otherwise indicated figures have been rounded for ease of reference. 

2 Wied Filep Quarries: Restoration Plan, Adi Associates, August 2006 

 

area, which has to first make sure that there is no sterilisation of high 

quality resource present in the area and which has been historically an 

active quarrying complex, with little if any delineation, between the 

different operators, namely HM15 and HM22, and HM 23. 

1.9 The area is characterised not only by an extensive quarrying complex, 

storage and production of building materials but also industrial garages, 

SME units, plant yards, a wedding hall and pet boarding kennels.  Most 

the land uses neighbouring the site are considered obnoxious land uses 

which cannot be located elsewhere.  

1.10 As per Government Notice 1236/123, the area including the proposed 

extension to HM 23 is designated as Level 3 Area of Ecological Importance 

(AEI) and Buffer Zone (vide Figure Two).  It is evident that such 

designation has excluded evident active areas of quarries not 

withstanding their immediate proximity to the Level 2 Site of Scientific 

Importance (SSI).  In contrast, the area proposed for the extension 

arbitrary, was included as Level 3 Area of Ecological Importance (AEI) and 

Buffer Zone, notwithstanding the applicant was in possession of the lease 

of the land for mineral extraction operation, despite the site was heavily 

disturbed and committed for such use. 

                                                             
3 Scheduling of the Salina Valley System from Djar il-Bniet and Wied Liemu to Wied taċ-Ċawsli, limits of Dingli, 

Rabat, Mosta, Naxxar and Saint Paul’s Bay. 
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1.11 Aware of the fact that the proposed extension is surrounded by active 

quarries and construction plants, had parts of it illegally excavated and 

backfilled by third parties, it can be objectively anticipated that, it will not 

result in any net impact, over and above the current scenario.  The 

methods used for extracting the mineral resource will not increase the 

current baseline activities by virtue of intensity, noise, vibration, emission 

or other forms of impacts. 

1.12 The document provides, where applicable: 

 Details of the company wishing to carry out the development; 

 A description of the different project aspects and its general 

objectives; 

 An indication of the proposed project phasing; 

 Indication of the alternatives considered; 

 A description of the present and surrounding land uses together with 

a description their environmental characteristics; 

 Description of the services, water, foul water sewers, runoff water 

drainage and energy sources available on site; 

 Estimates of the number of persons to be employed; 

 Indication of construction and waste management practices during 

construction and operation; 

 Proposed access arrangements, traffic impact and parking provision 

requirements; 

 Indication of the major environmental impacts likely to be generated 

by the project, including reference to cumulative impacts, proposals 

for mitigating the negative effects of the development. 

1.13 Baseline investigations had been prepared in preparation of the 

restoration plan (2006) with a view to mitigate the impacts of the 

proposed restoration of the whole quarrying complex. 

1.14 The proposed extension and the study area considered in this study has 

been identified in Figure One.  It is anticipated that this document 

provides a basis for discussion, which may gradually evolve into detailed 

architectural, planning, environmental and engineering studies should the 

Planning and Environment Protection Directorates deems this necessary.  

The report strives to provide enough information to make sure that 

impacts generated are easily anticipated and further studies are not 

envisaged. 

1.15 The study draws and is in line with the Restoration Plan prepared in 

conformity with Terms of Reference approved by MEPA on 25th August 

2004 following agreement that a single comprehensive restoration plan 

be prepared covering all the quarries in this locality.  This Plan covered the 

different phases of the restoration which included treatment and infilling 

through controlled intervention to treat the mineral void, stabilisation, 

aftercare and the after-use itself. 
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1.16 The said Restoration Plan lays out a phased timeline which allows for 

infilling to proceed in tandem with the excavation of minerals, while 

ultimately returning or rather faithfully reproducing the original land 

forms predating quarrying in the area.  To date with most of the quarries 

active in the area the restoration plan was not effectively rolled out and is 

lagging behind its planned timelines and phasing. 
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2.0  Applicants’  Details  

 

2.1 The proposed extension to existing quarry HM 23 has been submitted by 

Dr. Fenech on behalf of Blokrete Limited.  Blokrete Limited was 

established in the early fifties and today is one of the leading companies 

in the construction sector, with its factory and offices located in Lija.  

Blokrete Limited owns and operates two hard stone quarries and 

manufactures a variety of concrete products. 

2.2 Further detail on the company profile is provided in 

http://www.blokrete.com.mt/. 

  

TRK 158611 - Document - (25a) PDS [] - DocumentID - 3428513 - Document Dated -  - csmit - Page 8 of 40 25a



Project Description Statement – Trck No.: 158611   Proposed extension to existing quarry HM 23, Naxxar 

8 | P a g e  
Bjorn Bonello  

3.0  The Proposal  

3.1 The proposal seeks to extend and extract the high quality mineral 

resource present in HM 23 and the proposed extension, to which the 

applicant has a lease and environmental permit (bar an amendment to 

the latter to include the proposed extension).  The applicant seeks to 

extract rock from this parcel of land situated in the middle of a complex of 

quarries that has seen its commencement of operations about six decades 

ago.  Excavation will be undertaken by means of a mechanical excavator, 

and transported to the applicant’s plant in Lija, via Heavy Goods Vehicles 

(HGVs) for further processing.  No plant or machinery will be stored on 

site and the area will only be used for mineral extraction.  This will make 

sure that there is no sterilisation of resource once the restoration of the 

whole quarrying complex comprising of at least four quarries is rolled out 

in a holistic manner as was originally intended. 

3.2 The North West Local Plan (Map 50) earmarks the area for the proposed 

extension as Hardstone Quarry 23 and recognising its high quality 

resource.  It is the manner in which to address the issues pertaining to this 

area which are contrasting.  Through Policy NWNA 1, the Local Plan 

envisages that the area should be restored, in accordance with the Code 

of Practice for Quarry Workings and Restoration, set out in Appendix 3 of 

the Supplementary Document to the Minerals Subject Plan, and does not 

allow for further exploitation of resource.  In contrast the applicant 

contends that he is in possession of all the necessary permits to exploit 

the resource until the per determined level (16m AMSL) on this area 

which as indicated in the visual material (Appendix One) contained in this 

report is heavily committed and surrounding by active quarrying, with 

third party operators encroaching illegally on this area and extracting 

mineral resource illicitly and without consent from the rightful operator.  

The operator will also make sure that there are no unnecessary delays in 

the rolling out of the restoration plan following the exhaustion of the 

mineral resource, as there is an understanding that this will improve the 

environment and the conditions of the area. 

3.3 It must be envisaged however, that HM23 cannot be expected to cease 

operation and be restored when, HM22, the largest of the 4 quarries in 

the area is still active and with about 1,000,000m3 of mineral resource still 

available for extraction.  There is ample evidence that the dust from such 

quarrying activities, will undoubtedly hinder the growth of any proposed 

vegetation, a landscaping scheme has been proposed.  As will be 

discussed in further detail in the following paragraphs, the proposed 

extension will be largely hidden from view and from the public road.  All 

efforts have been made to mitigate any adverse impact resulting from the 

proposed extension.  The reader has to be aware as indicated from the 

visual material accompanying this report that the proposed extension only 

affects land that has been highly disturbed or parts of which have already 

been excavated by third parties abusively. 
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3.4 There will be no impacts on the sensitive receptors identified through the 

baseline studies as this area is already committed with such activity, 

including as indicated earlier illicit quarrying from third parties. 

3.5 In terms of potential mineral extraction, it is estimated that about 

162,000m3 of good quality rock remains within quarry HM23, if it had to 

reach its permitted extraction depth of 16 metres AMSL.   

3.6 HM23 and the proposed extension is surrounding on three sites by other 

quarries and construction plants.  The area has been a source of 

contention for many years, so much so that third parties have often 

encroached on the area and extracted mineral resource illicitly.  In the 

past, as highlighted in the Restoration Plan for the area, prepared by ADi 

Associates, the Minerals Unit of the Planning Authority had requested the 

demarcation of the boundary, but this proved difficult to do and especially 

to maintain given the various changes in levels.  Notwithstanding, 

following discussions with applicant, a cable fence to delineate the 

boundary will be implemented.  

3.7 Blokrete Ltd has since been issued with an enforcement notice (Ref.: ECF 

00153/03; dated 7th April 2003) by MEPA, which is suspended in terms of 

Article 86(9), awaiting final determination of development application.  

This, the applicant maintains, is misguided action as the excavation being 

contested has been carried out illicitly by third parties.  The proposed area 

for extension of HM23 quarry is leased by the applicant from the Lands 

Department, and MEPA should be mindful of the benefits that would 

accrue from having the area excavated and its resource extracted as it will 

ensure that satisfactory restoration of the entire area is secured.   

3.8 The proposed extension to HM23 runs along the eastern flank of Wied il-

Għasel, were it merges with its former tributary, Wied Filep , of which 

today nothing remains as a result of the quarrying activities in that area as 

discussed.  The extent of extraction of Lower Coralline limestone from the 

scarp along Malta’s major fault line (HM22) has resulted in a very visible 

mark in the landscape one which is easily noted from varying distances to 

the north of the site, while owing to the terrain it is almost hidden from 

view from much of the south of the area. 

3.9 As per Government Notice 1236/124, the area including the proposed 

extension to HM 23 is designated as Level 3 Area of Ecological Importance 

(AEI) and Buffer Zone.  It is evident that such designation has excluded 

active areas of quarries not withstanding their immediate proximity with 

the Level 2 Site of Scientific Importance (SSI) and included the area 

proposed for the extension arbitrary since although the applicant was in 

possession of the lease of the land for such purpose the mineral 

extraction operation were not well established.  Notwithstanding this 

designation, in accordance with Structure Plan policy RCO 12 (and 

Explanatory Memorandum Clause 15.39), Level 3 AEIs, including buffer 

zones, as is in this case, area areas where control is necessary to preserve 

                                                             
4 Scheduling of the Salina Valley System from Djar il-Bniet and Wied Liemu to Wied taċ-Ċawsli, limits of Dingli, 

Rabat, Mosta, Naxxar and Saint Paul’s Bay. 
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the habitats/species/features in the adjacent sites, and although there is a 

general presumption against building in this area, the policy allows for 

development, in this case engineering works (extraction of mineral 

resource) provided that the adjacent AEI is protected through a suitable 

assessment. 

3.10 Already the reader, in understanding the context and recognising that the 

proposed extension is surrounded by active quarries and construction 

plants, can anticipate that the proposed extension to HM23, which not 

only is disturbed but itself affected by past quarrying activity, will not 

result in any net impact, given that this area and the methods used for 

extracting the mineral resource will not increase the current baseline 

activities by virtue of intensity, noise, vibration, emission or other forms 

of impacts. 

3.11 The scale of the quarrying activities in the area can be seen in Appendix 

One of this document. 

3.12 Although the general thrust is to restore the area which has long been 

characterised by quarrying activity, it must be said that the sterilisation of 

high quality mineral resources is not encouraged, moreover, when the site 

being considered is a heavily committed site and in a scenario where 

permit for new quarries is not considered favourably. 

3.13 The restoration plan prepared for the area (2006) outlines how the area 

should be restored and it is believed that the granting of this development 

permission application for this extension will, once the resource in the 

area is exhausted help greatly in the progressive and phased restoration 

of the quarry complex.  The proposed extension will not affect any 

important geological features or historic structures or fabric. 

3.14 Indeed there is a strong policy commitment not to sterilise mineral 

resources by either compromising their extraction through development 

or, as in this case, by infilling (to seek to restore) prior to full extraction.  In 

view this, the presence of high quality resource still available and the 

applicant’s lease for the land for extraction purpose, the matter seems to 

be straight forward and the applicant allowed to proceed with excavation, 

in order to secure the restoration of the area, and bring about the 

anticipated overall benefits for the surroundings. 

3.15 Lack of clear demarcation of the four quarries resulted in encroaching 

onto third party land and an interconnected quarry void in parts.  This 

suggested that it would be more feasible and provide better synergy, by 

allowing restoration to proceed concurrently with excavation. 

3.16 In an effort to mitigation any possible impacts, the quarrying activity will 

be confined inside the quarry and hidden from view, with the rim of the 

said quarry, cleared of any heaped waste, stored material, plant, 

buildings, old vehicles, etc., the activity limited to the excavation of rock 

which will be transported to the applicant’s plant in Lija, and the ensuring 

that a buffer zone is maintained between the quarry and the Wied il-

Għasel valley system so that there is no overspill. 
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3.17 Once all resource is extracted to the permitted depth, the restoration of 

the Wied Filep quarries will help improve a significantly degraded area to 

its former natural beauty and contours.   

3.18 The volume made available at HM 23 and the proposed extension once 

the mineral resource extraction is exhausted, may offer potential for 

additional capacity for the disposal of clean, uncontaminated construction 

and demolition waste, hence facilitating the phased and progressive 

restoration of the area. 

3.19 Unless all exploitable mineral has been extracted, restoration will be 

stalled and the benefits from it may never materialise.  If restoration is 

not carefully planned and executed, the quarry will become disused and 

derelict, a scenario that is only too common in Malta, despite the limited 

land resource and the relatively high value of land. 

3.20 Although the restoration of quarries and their after use are the ultimate 

goal in securing environmental benefits for the whole area, such 

measures should always be considered in the light of the impacts that 

would result from premature restoration of an area which, given the 

context, would lead to the sterilisation of important mineral resources, as 

explained I the foregoing paragraphs. 

3.21 Both the Minerals Subject Plan and the Structure Plan, envisage that 

Malta cannot afford to sterilise exploitable mineral deposits.  This is 

important since there are no confirmed hardstone deposits outside the 

current quarry areas, and every effort must be made to utilise the 

resources that are available, especially in view of the increasing demand 

for hardstone relative to soft stone for concrete, and most importantly in 

the context of the Wied Filep quarries, the use of hard rock in pre-

stressed concrete products. 

3.22 In addition with regards to environmental impacts, extending an existing 

quarry is significantly less intrusive that establishing new quarries in areas 

that have never been exploited before.  This approach would ensure that, 

as in this case, the environmental impacts associated with the minerals 

industry and intrinsic to it (e.g. dust generation, noise, vibrations, etc.) 

would be confined to an already disturbed area, while providing better 

opportunities for mitigating the impacts of the industry, through the 

progressive restoration of the area.  Likewise, access roads can be shared 

by various quarry operators and even impacts resulting from HGVs would 

be minimised.  Indeed, this has been the Structure Plan’s strategy ever 

since 1990 (refer to SP Policy MIN 6). 

3.23 As indicated in the Restoration Plan for the area, extracting minerals from 

areas that have already been exploited in the past and/or have a 

quarrying tradition, rather than quarrying in new areas, is congruent with 

sustainability principles.  This ensures that unexploited resources are 

protected for the long-term and, in the meantime, envisaging that the 

resources within the existing quarry boundaries are extracted to the 

maximum. 
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ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES 

3.24 As indicated the economic objectives of the proposed extension of HM 23 

is the exploitation/extraction of good quality rock at the permitted depth 

of HM 23 for which the applicant has a valid lease for such purpose.  This 

will supply raw materials to the applicants other businesses, intended to 

sustain the growth of the company, in view of the fact that the 

construction industry has seen a significant change in the last decade with 

a decline for soft stone blocks in favour of concrete products, and the 

demand for different building materials.   

 

PROJECT FEASIBILITY AND JUSTIFICATION 

3.25 It has been exhaustively demonstrated and reiterated that mineral 

resources can only be extracted from locations where they exist and 

although virtually the entire extent of the Maltese Islands is composed of 

limestone, not all rock types make good building stone.  The source of this 

important raw material is not only limited by geology but also through 

limitations due to its intrinsic impacts on built up areas, areas afforded 

environmental protection be it for their environmental, scientific, cultural, 

and/or landscape importance. 

3.26 This has indeed been the case with the Wied Filep quarries, where built 

urban development encroached close to the quarries many years after 

quarrying commenced. 

3.27 The applicant has shown to possess business acumen and understanding 

of the construction market, so much so that they have rapidly developed 

in one of the leading companies in the local market.  The project will be 

wholly financed by the applicant who, it is assumed has considered the 

project feasibility and viability.  This is a relatively small intervention in 

terms of nature and scale and in relation to the extent of the whole study 

area. 

3.28 As explained at length in this report further justification of the proposed 

extension lies with the fact the minerals planning policy guidance requires 

the exhaustion of good quality mineral resources extraction prior to a 

quarry’s infilling and subsequent restoration.  In order to avoid 

sterilisation of valuable rock deposits the Restoration Plan prepared by 

ADi Associates (2006) assumes the permitted final excavation level within 

all operational quarries to be 16m AMSL and in tandem allow 

simultaneous infilling and continued rock extraction from the same 

quarries.   
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SOCIAL OBJECTIVES 

3.29 The proposed extension should result in the exploitation of good quality 

resources, which will sustain the construction industry and thus 

employment. 

3.30 For the reasons discussed previously in this report, it is believed that the 

proposed extension will not have any noticeable adverse impact on the 

quality of life of people/operators in its surroundings.  The mineral 

resource many uses and/or is at the base of other concrete products 

which enables the construction industry to grow and national economy to 

flourish. 

3.31 This employment opportunities are created whether for those living close 

to the quarry complex in the area as identified in this study or those 

working within the construction industry with the products derived from 

such activities.  Although the mineral extraction activities will not in 

themselves intensify, the spin off effects, will contribute to the livelihood 

and wellbeing of many families that depend on the construction industry 

and such growth will result in new employment opportunities. 

3.32 As reiterated many times in this report, the proposed extension will 

enable the successful rolling out of the approved restoration plan and will 

not have any adverse social impacts on the communities living nearby, 

and will not alter the ways in which people live, work, play, relate to one 

another, organise to meet their needs, and generally cope as members of 

society. 

3.33 The rationale forming the basis of this proposal is to extract valuable 

mineral, until exhaustion in a concerted effort not to sterilise such 

resource, but the conclusions included in this report are thought as a 

guidance to facilitate the decision-making process to acknowledge the 

context within which this proposal is set, predicting probable impacts to 

minimise potential social impacts. 
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4.0  Project Phasing  

4.1 Given the nature of the proposal and the relatively small scale of the 

proposed extension, it is believed that there will be no phasing plan.  The 

mineral resource will be extracted progressively and the site restored as 

per the agreed terms of the applicant’s lease conditions.   

4.2 The applicant will carry out all the works necessary on site in a timely 

fashion and in such a manner as to minimise the disruption to existing 

activities and maintain high environmental and safety standards. 

4.3 Clearly, commencement of works shall depend on the date of issue of the 

full development permission and amendment of environmental permit 

from MEPA.  The quicker the mineral extraction is commenced and 

finalised, the faster the holistic restoration plan may be rolled out, given 

that the Restoration Plan for the area has been prepared in 2006 and 

there has been very little progress on the matter. 
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5.0  Alternatives  

5.1 When choosing the site, much depends on the availability sites.  Once a 

site fulfils a number of criteria which are deemed important to the client, 

the site is shortlisted. 

5.2 It has been exhaustively demonstrated and reiterated that mineral 

resources can only be extracted from locations where they exist and 

although virtually the entire extent of the Maltese Islands is composed of 

limestone, not all rock types make good building stone.  The source of this 

important raw material is not only limited by geology but also through 

limitations due to its intrinsic impacts on built up areas, areas afforded 

environmental protection be it for their environmental, scientific, cultural, 

and/or landscape importance. 

5.3 Although the general thrust is to restore the area which has long been 

characterised by quarrying activity, it must be said that the sterilisation of 

high quality mineral resources is not encouraged, moreover, when the site 

being considered is a heavily committed site and in a scenario where 

permit for new quarries is not considered favourably. 

5.4 The proposed extension is in close proximity to the arterial road network, 

will have no noticeable adverse impact over and above the current 

baseline situation, within the existing and permitted quarrying complex, it 

is deemed at adequate distance from sensitive receptors, making the 

perceived negative externalities hardly noticeable, and sharing the routes 

taken by HGVs already on the network, no other alternatives have been 

considered.  No other sites available to the applicant presented the same 

advantages. 
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6.0 Surrounding land uses  

6.1 HM 23 and the proposed extension lie in the northern periphery of Naxxar 

local council boundary (Figure One), depicted also in Map 50 of the NWLP, 

in the area common known as Ta’ Alla w Ommu.  The area including the 

proposed extension to HM 23 is designated as Level 3 Area of Ecological 

Importance (AEI) and Buffer Zone. 

6.2 As extensively explained in the previous sections of this document, a 

number of hard stone quarries forming what can be considered a whole 

complex of quarries, industrial garage complexes, open plant yards and 

other associated uses surround the area to the north, east and south, 

while agricultural land is predominantly to the west of the study area. 

6.3 The site is accessed through Triq Wied Filep via Triq is-Salina, an approach 

route that has been used for the more intense operations in the 

neighbouring quarries and have therefore proven adequate for such 

heavy vehicle traffic.  Carriageway widths allow for two trucks to pass 

each other with ease.  The frequency of use of these lanes is not such that 

there are often conflicts, there is good forward visibility and ample 

passing points along these route. 

6.4 Given the presence of extensive quarrying complex and the effects of dust 

dispersion on agricultural lead to the latter to be gradually abandoned.  

The extent of adverse impacts that hard stone quarrying activities have on 

surrounding land (owing to large amounts of aggregate stockpiles that 

generate considerable amounts of particulate matter), are indeed 

responsible of the abandonment of the agricultural land in the area, 

owing to the impacts of dust on agricultural yields and crop quality.  In 

contrast with the quarries in the area, there will be no stockpiling of 

material, crushing and other mineral processing on site, as explained 

earlier.  Cut stone will be loaded on trucks for further processing in the 

applicant’s factory in Lija.  Stone will be cut using a mechanical excavator 

(no explosives), and there will be no net increase in emissions (dust, noise 

and/or vibration) from the current baseline, as the machinery employed 

in HM 23 will be shifted to the proposed extension. 

6.5 On site observations suggest that such impacts do not tend to spread for 

more than a few metres (circa 100m).  All neighbouring land uses have 

been identified in Figure Three.  Within the site, vegetation is sparse, due 

to the intensive quarrying activities in the area. 

6.6 Along the western boundary of the site, lies the valley and associated 

escarpments.  This will remain unaltered by the proposed extension and 

no mineral extraction will encroach on this area. 

6.7 As emphasised in the foregoing paragraphs of this brief report, there will 

be no processing of raw materials on site and this should minimise all the 

impacts associated with quarrying activities, such as crushing, stockpiling 

of aggregate etc.  
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GEOLOGY AND GEOMORPHOLOGY 

6.8 As indicated in Figure 3.7 of the Restoration Plan for the Wied Filep 

Quarries, prepared by ADi Associates in 2006 and from which this report 

draws the relevant baseline information, given that this has already been 

thoroughly assessed by the stakeholders, HM 23 and the proposed area 

for extension, is the only one of the four quarries in the immediate 

proximity of each other.  As such the area earmarked of the proposed 

extension is not affected by faults, which are considered important 

geological features. 

6.9 Indeed the area is composed of a high-relief step-like morphology, with 

elevation.  To the south of the site the ground is highest, running downhill 

through HM22 in a north-westerly direction, until it reaches one of the 

faults within the said active quarry (HM22).  There is a gentler and regular 

gradient from this fault towards the Great Fault.  In between the said 

faults lies the site under consideration in this development planning 

applicant, and which is largely unaffected by said geological occurrences, 

as can be clearly seen in Figure 3.7 of the Restoration Plan (2006), with 

the exception of a minor fault which given the context is not considered 

material, considering that the vast majority of these features are located 

in active quarries which are allowed to operate freely.   

6.10 The most significant result of the tectonic rifting processes, which 

triggered the sequential uplifting of various zones of the Maltese Islands, 

is undoubtedly what is commonly known as the Great Fault.  Another 

important historical feature are the Victoria Lines, which the British built 

as defensive fortifications along the Great Fault line and its escarpment 

that rises up from the land and cuts Malta in half.  This fault extends to a 

length of 11 km, and crosses the island from Ras ir-Raħeb on the western 

coast to just beyond Madliena tower on the east. 

6.11 Although the Great Fault cuts through the wider study area, HM 23 and 

the parcel of land proposed for extending the said quarry are unaffected, 

as they pass further away from the precincts of the site to the north and 

the south of the site.   

6.12 Along the fault in the study area a sudden change in the geology between 

Lower Coralline Limestone and Middle Globigerina Limestone is clear. 
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HYDROLOGY 

6.13 Wied il-Għasel that runs along the east of the site under consideration in 

this report.  It forms an important link in Malta’s second largest water 

catchment, which from Fiddien-Wied il-Qlejgħa, through reaches the 

Burmarrad alluvial plain and the Salina marshland.  The progressive rock 

extraction resulting from the quarrying activities spanning over at least 60 

years, have contributed to breaching the Wied il-Għasel system at a 

number of points and destroying Wied Filep in the process, so much so 

that there are hardly any remnants of this tributary.   

6.14 Where the valley bed is about 3m in height and further downstream, the 

bed is characterised by alluvial sediment, which varies from sand and 

coarse material to a higher clay and silt content. 

6.15 As per the baseline studies conducted for the formulation of the 

Restoration Plan the existing galleries 28m below the quarries and are not 

reported to be affected by the quarrying or the related construction 

industries, currently 28m above. 

 

 

 

ECOLOGY 

6.16 The site forms part of the Wied il-Qlejgħa / Wied il-Għasel / Wied Għajn 

Riħana system; one of the most important valley systems on the island of 

Malta, which ends at the Salina saline marshland.  This valley system not 

only drains a major water catchment but is of outstanding significance for 

its biodiversity and natural beauty, and is also notable for its recreational 

value. 

6.17 At present, the area has limited actual ecological value due to the 

quarrying activity.  Such operations have changed the landscape of the 

study area, over spilled material into Wied il-Għasel has impacted on the 

adjacent areas, resulting also in extirpation of the previously occurring 

natural assemblages, disturbance of assemblages and wildlife in adjacent 

areas. 

6.18 Most of the study area is characterised by ground cover typical of 

disturbed habitats (ruderals/opportunistic species) from quarrying 

activities, backfilling operations and passage of Heavy Goods Vehicles 

(HGVs).  Active quarrying areas had no or very little vegetation.  The older 

mounds of backfilling sloping towards the active quarrying areas are 

characterised by high coverage of vegetation (namely Fennel (Foeniculum 

vulgare), Perennial Wall Rocket (Diplotaxis tenuifolia), Wild Carrot 

(Daucus carota) and Shrub Tobacco (Nicotiana glauca).  The more recent 
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deposited material are colonised by an assemblage of species tolerant of 

frequent disturbance. 

6.19 Sparse tree presence was noted in the immediate vicinity of the quarry, 

with the majority being Eucalyptus trees and isolated figs (Ficus carica). 

6.20 Colonies of vegetation that seem to have established themselves include 

amongst others, Boar Thistle (Galactites tomentosa), Smooth Sow-Thistle 

(Sonchus oleraceus), Animated Oat (Avena sterilis), Crown Daisy 

(Chrysanthemum coronarium), Castor Oil Tree (Ricinus comminis), Hare’s-

tail Barley (Hordeum leporinum), Common Awn-Grass (Stipa capensis), 

Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), Perennial Wall Rocket (Diplotaxis tenuifolia), 

Pellitory-of-the-wall (Parietaria judaica), Spiny Asparagus (Asparagus 

aphyllus), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Shrub Tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), 

Cape Sorrel (Oxalis pes-caprae), Rice Grass (Piptatherum miliaceum), Wild 

Artichoke (Cynara cardunculus) and Squirting Cucumber (Ecballium 

elaterium). 

6.21 The disturbance of the surface soil cover, the deposition of waste 

stockpiles, plant and machinery movements and vehicle flows assist the 

spread of opportunistic, ruderal species that characterise the disturbed 

ground.  These species, have a short life cycle, propagate readily, and are 

the first to colonise disturbed or vacated ground and displace local, 

indigenous species.  These species have established themselves around 

the development site and are present all over the study area. 

6.22 The presence of conspicuous faunal species was also noted, these 

included the Moorish geckos (Tarentola mauretanica), Large White 

Butterfly (Pieres brassicae), Large Paper Wasp (Polistes gallicus) and 

Maltese Wall Lizard (Podarcis maltensis). 

6.23 Although as mentioned dust from the processing of material and 

stockpiling of aggregate is carried by the prevailing winds and hinders the 

growth of vegetation and impact on habitats and wildlife, these have the 

potential for repopulating/recolonise the area should the sources of 

pollution and disturbance are controlled. 

6.24 It is for this reason that the proposed extension will not have or 

accommodate any additional machinery or buildings but will be 

exclusively used for the extraction of rock which will be transported to the 

applicant’s plant in Lija for further processing.  Similarly, the method used 

for excavation is intended to reduce disturbance as practically possible, in 

order to result in no net impact on the current operations and ensure that 

the important features adjacent to the site are not adversely affected. 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

6.25 The fact that the geomorphology of the area lends itself for effective 

defence in the event of land attacks, is reinforced not only by the Victoria 

Lines, but also by earlier entrenchments built by the Knights of the Order 
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of St John.  Other structures exist such as World War II pillboxes and Fort 

Mosta.  Its archaeological importance dates back to prehistory, and the 

presence of one of the largest concentrations of cart tracks in the Maltese 

Islands may point to this area having a similar thoroughfare role in 

antiquity. 

6.26 Cultural heritage features include Bronze Age Dolmens, Cart Ruts, Punic 

Tombs, Mediaeval Chapels, Knights’ fortifications, the Victoria Lines and 

associated forts, and World War II Defence Posts.  Rural features, many of 

which are rock-cut, are also abundant.  None of these features are 

however affected by present and future quarrying activities in HM 23 and 

the proposed area for extension, for which the applicant is seeking 

planning consent, having already acquired a lease for such purpose. 

 

LANDSCAPE 

6.27 The site in question lies along a gentle gradient and is hardly visible from 

the public road.  Given that the proposed extension is surrounded by 

other quarries with no clear delineation, it can be safely said that the site 

is not visible and as such will not detract from the landscape, which has 

been already greatly compromised by quarrying activity in the area.  The 

continued extraction in HM 23 and the proposed extension, will allow for 

the progressive holistic restoration of the area and it is believed that the 

overall benefits would greatly outweigh and perceived impacts. 

6.28 Little of the original landform remains within the quarried areas, and that 

which does remain will be removed under the current operating licences 

and environment permits. 

6.29 It may be assumed, given the type of landscape in the immediate vicinity, 

that predating the commencement of quarrying activities, the landscape 

was once made up of a karstic landscape, similar to that immediately to 

the East. 

6.30 When viewed from the Għajn Riħana plain the sheer scale and dominance 

of the vertical walls cut into the more elevated parts of the Upper 

Coralline Limestone escarpment is very apparent (HM22).  Although seen 

from a distance of about 3 kilometres, the quarrying interventions relating 

to HM22 are conspicuous, and more particularly when observed from 

either the Victoria Lines or from the Defence Post / cart ruts area to the 

East of the Restoration Area.  Of equal significance, however, is the 

agglomeration of buildings and stockpiles of rock situated in quarry HM15 

and most particularly the spill over of rock-processing industries onto the 

plain. 

6.31 Even from this direction the low lying site for proposed excavation and 

HM23 are not visible.  As exhaustively explained, not only the site is 

hidden from view and away from any sensitive receptors and important 
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ecological, cultural and historical features, but the scale and nature of the 

operations are such that there will be no noticeable adverse impact from 

vibrations, fly rock, dust, and noise.  There will be no relocation of 

crushers and stockpiles but all the material will be carried off site for 

further processing.  

6.32 Quarry operations are governed by their individual police licence 

conditions and environmental permit. 

6.33 Once the mineral resources in HM23 and the proposed extension is 

exhausted, the Restoration Plan for the area provides for the quarries to 

be restored to a nature park in accordance with MEPA guidance. 

6.34 The park will attempt to recreate and reproduce the terrain, slopes and 

topography that was on site prior to any quarrying operations on site.  

The introduction of endemic vegetation, natural trails and heritage paths 

will also be part of the restoration of the area, to restore the original land 

form.  Facilities and some small structures have been considered to secure 

the aftercare and maintenance of the nature park.   
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7.0  Utilities  

7.1 The site is connected to the existing power grid, water supply and 

telephone networks, which are already available in the area. 

7.2 Since there will be no other activity that rock excavation by means of an 

excavator, the need to be connected to the current infrastructural 

network is not deemed necessary.   
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8.0 Employment  

8.1 The proposed operations on the proposed extension will be the same as 

those currently conducted in HM 23 and therefore no changes in 

employment numbers are envisaged.  

8.2 Current on-site operating hours are from 0700 to 1530.  The site never 

operates during hours of darkness.  
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9.0 ‘Construction ’  & Waste The 

proposed extension does not envisage any construction and buildings but 

is exclusively concerned with the extraction of high quality rock from the 

site, which is then transported to the applicant’s plant in LIja.  Once the 

resource is exhausted, the area will play a significant role in the rolling out 

of the restoration plan for the area. 

9.2 There is ample space on site to make sure that the works are undertaken 

without disrupting neighbouring operations and posing a danger to on site 

personnel.  All practical measures shall be applied to reduce waste as 

much as possible, for obvious financial and environment protection 

considerations.  Despite the small scale of the development careful 

consideration of the Best Practicable Environmental Options (BPEO) has 

been made.  The BPEO has been introduced and defined by the Royal 

Commission on Environmental Pollution as “the option that provides the 

most benefits or the least damage to the environment, as a whole, at 

acceptable cost, in the long term as well as the short term”. 

9.3 No waste is anticipated from site clearance operations.  Any material will 

be shifted to other parts or used as backfilling to level the site.  Dust 

dispersion is intrinsic to quarrying.  Nevertheless, works will be in line with 

Environmental Management Construction Site Regulations, 2007 (L.N. 295 

of 2007).  The site clearance phase is prone to dust dispersion and 

therefore it will not be unnecessarily protracted.  This phase will only take 

a few days using a mechanical shovel. 

9.4 All practical measures to conserve any soil will be employed according to 

the law. 

9.5 Storm water will be left to percolate naturally through the ground.  

Keeping in mind the site context, all practical measures will be taken to 

reduce the possibility of carrying of mud from site onto the public roads, 

until the ground is stabilised.   

9.6 Noise levels shall be within acceptable levels in accordance with BS 5228: 

Part 1: 1984: Noise Control on Construction and Open Sites – Code of 

Practice for Basic Information and Procedure for Noise Control.  In line 

with existing legislation in order to reduce noise emissions from 

excavation machinery, all equipment will be provided with effective 

silencers and noise-suppression devices as prescribed by law. 

9.7 Mobile prefabricated sanitary facilities will suffice to satisfy the needs of 

those working on site.  These require one operational water closet at any 

one time.  Such facilities, designed for use in areas which do not have a 

constant water supply and links to sewerage networks, will pre-treat 

wastes with biocides and emptied regularly to ensure better control of 

accidental leakages.  The individual units can be of two types.  One is 

waterless, while the other includes a water tank as part of the unit.  

Irrespective of the type of unit in use, such systems require regular 
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servicing, usually twice a week, by third party waste management 

contractors equipped with specialised servicing bowsers (among other 

things, designed to prevent spills when treated wastes are pumped out of 

the portable cubicles).  These cubicles will have to be placed somewhere 

safe so they would be protected from potential accidents, e.g. being hit by 

heavy vehicles.  At the time of writing, the operator of the mobile toilet 

that shall be employed on site is not known.  Nevertheless, it is 

understood that a licensed operator will be engaged to provide such 

services. 

9.8 Any End of Life Vehicle and/or parts present on site will be cleared and 

moved to an authorised and permitted facility that handles this type of 

waste.  The site will not host such waste and as such this will be cleared 

accordingly. 

9.9 As explained previously, any waste rock will be used for infilling 

operations on site as part of the restoration of the area.  
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10.0 Access Arrangements  

10.1 The site is and will continue to be accessed through Triq is-Salini.  No 

visitors are expected to visit the site.  The existing access arrangements 

will remain largely unchanged but parking will be provided on.  The site is 

large enough to adequately cater for the parking needs of the 

development. 

10.2 The proposal does not warrant alternative arrangements in terms of 

transport.  The anticipated traffic to and from the site (9 vehicles per hour 

during the peak) is not considered significant and will not result in any 

noticeable impact to the neighbouring road network, which will result in 

capacity issues.  The scale of the development is such that it does not 

require a Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA).  
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11.0 Potential Impacts  

11.1 The proposed extension is surrounded by active quarries and construction 

plants, with parts of it illegally excavated and backfilled by third parties, it 

can be objectively anticipated that, it will not result in any net impact, 

over and above the current scenario.  The methods used for extracting the 

mineral resource will not increase the current baseline activities by virtue 

of intensity, noise, vibration, emission or other forms of impacts.  This will 

be done by means for an excavator and loaded into trucks that will carry 

the rock to the applicant’s plant in Lija, by means of a mechanical shovel. 

11.2 The area has been characterised by quarrying activity, and the sterilisation 

of high quality mineral resources is not encouraged.  The granting of this 

development permission application for this extension will, once the 

resource in the area is exhausted, help greatly in the progressive and 

phased restoration of the quarry complex. 

11.3 Although the restoration of quarries in the area is the ultimate goal in 

securing environmental benefits for the whole area, premature 

restoration of an area would lead to the sterilisation of important mineral 

resources.  Malta cannot afford to sterilise exploitable mineral deposits.  

This is important since there are no confirmed hardstone deposits outside 

the current quarry areas, and every effort must be made to utilise the 

resources that are available, especially in view of the increasing demand 

for hardstone relative to soft stone for concrete, and most importantly in 

the context of the Wied Filep quarries, the use of hard rock in pre-

stressed concrete products. 

11.4 In addition with regards to environmental impacts, extending an existing 

quarry is significantly less intrusive that establishing new quarries in areas 

that have never been exploited before.  This approach would ensure that, 

as in this case, the environmental impacts associated with the minerals 

industry and intrinsic to it (e.g. dust generation, noise, vibrations, etc.) 

would be confined to an already disturbed area, while providing better 

opportunities for mitigating the impacts of the industry, through the 

progressive restoration of the area. 

11.5 Ensuring unexploited resources are protected for the long-term and, in 

the meantime, envisaging that the resources within the existing quarry 

boundaries are extracted to the maximum. 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 

11.6 The proposal does not have any adverse impact on archaeological or 

cultural assets on site or in the vicinity and a buffer will be maintained so 

there will be no overspill of quarrying activities outside the precincts of 

the site, which will be indicted by a cable fence all round. 
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NATURE CONSERVATION AND LAND TAKE UP 

11.7 As exhaustively explained in this report the proposed extension has 

already been the scene of previous quarrying and therefore cannot be 

considered as take up of land.   

11.8 It is undeniable that the whole study area has been extensively degraded 

as a result of past and present quarrying activities.  This proposal will 

ensure the exploitation of what can be considered a site in the centre of a 

large quarry complex. 

11.9 Once the mineral resource within the site is exhausted the area will be 

restored as per Restoration Plan (2006) 

POTENTIAL SPILLAGE OF FUEL, SPENT OILS 
AND BATTERIES 

11.10 There are no storage tanks on site and the only possibility of fuel and/or 

oil spillages will only result from the HGVs visiting the site.  

Notwithstanding, spill kits will be kept on site and will be used to tackle 

the very limited chances of accidental spillages on site.  The subsequent 

charged absorbent blankets will be disposed of in an authorised waste 

disposal facility. 

11.11 In the event of accidental spillages, even if these were to be undetected 

(which is highly unlikely), there is no chance of contamination, considering 

the negligible quantities and the nature of the dusty ground which will 

likely absorb the liquid with no consequence or chance of repercussion. 

AIR QUALITY 

11.12 Conventionally, in such a context, air quality is affected by quarrying 

activities, plant/machinery and traffic emissions and the passage of HGVs. 

11.13 It is clear that the amount of dust resulting from these activities is heavily 

influenced by the prevailing winds, distance from sensitive receptors, 

topology and on-site mitigation measures.  It is important to recognise 

that day to day variability in wind speed, wind direction, and rainfall are 

amongst the most important elements in determining the likelihood of 

nuisance dust impacts.  It is generally accepted that the presence of 

precipitation (rainfall) mitigates the generation of dust.  For dust nuisance 

to occur the wind conditions need to be over approximately 5.5 m/s in dry 

conditions.  Accordingly, the risk of dust nuisance is generally greater in 

the drier summer months.  Under average wind conditions (mean wind 

speed of 2-6 m/sec), these particles, which comprise around 95% of total 

dust emissions typically settle out within 100m of the emission source. 
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11.14 Dust or particles falling onto vegetation can physically smother the leaves 

affecting photosynthesis, respiration and transpiration.  Excessive dust 

deposition could alter the soil characteristics, thereby affecting growth 

and soil fertility.  Such aspects affect crop quality and yields.   

11.15 The location of the proposed extension is such that prevailing winds will 

only carry any particles onto areas that are already heavily committed 

with quarrying activities and will not therefore affect areas to the north 

west of the site which are largely agricultural. 

11.16 It must be said that dust is intrinsic to quarrying operations and new work 

practices are being employed by the industry to minimise the 

inconvenience that quarrying developments give rise to.  With the high 

concentration of quarries in the study area being considered, there is no 

doubt that the proposed development will not have any noticeable 

adverse impact. 

11.17 The proposed activities will not intensify or augment the activity already 

occurring in HM23 and therefore, it can be safely said that in this context 

and in terms of air quality, monitoring of Benzene N02 and PM10, relative 

to baseline data will indicate that proposed extension and the traffic 

emissions from such activity have an insignificant impact on local air 

quality and these will not represent an increase in traffic, dust or 

particulate deposition. 

TRAFFIC IMPACT 

11.18 Traffic flows in the area are very modest with about 21 vehicles per hour 

(vph) during the busiest time period (morning peak 08.45 to 09.45) along 

Triq Wied Filep.  The proposed activities will not intensify or augment the 

activity already occurring in HM23.  During the peak hour, the number of 

trips from the site to the plant in Lija via Triq Wied Filep, Triq Is-Salina, 

through Triq il-Fortizza tal-Mosta, onto Triq il-Qalbiena Mostin and Vjal il-

Labour in Naxxar, to Triq il-Mosta, will remain unaltered (3 trips).  This will 

vary according to demand, but it is not envisaged to be greater than 15 

trips per day. 

 

NOISE AND VIBRATION 

11.19 A reconnaissance of the site and surrounding area was conducted to 

understand and measure the ambient noise environment and 

contributory noise sources.  This information, together with information 

on the proposed activities vis a vis the proposed extension, was used to 

identify the appropriate noise monitoring locations to achieve the 

assessment objectives. 
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11.20 The ambient noise in the immediate vicinity is influenced by activities 

associated with quarrying activities in the surroundings.  Traffic along Triq 

is-Salini, has little impact due to the distance from the site. 

11.21 The proposed operations occurring on site do not produce any noise 

emissions that levels go beyond the background noise and will only be 

audible in the immediate vicinity of the site.  The works pertaining with 

the proposed extension, given the context within which it will be 

operating and given that operations at HM23 will be shifted to the site 

with no increase or intensifications, this will not constitute a noticeable 

impact. 

11.22 All vehicles and on site plant/equipment will be kept in good state of 

repair, fitted with appropriate acoustic suppression equipment and 

serviced regularly to minimise exhaust and noise emissions, not only to 

minimise noise on site, but also to conform to the Environmental 

Management Construction Site Regulations, 2007 (L.N. 295 of 2007). 

VISUAL IMPACT AND LANDSCAPE  

11.23 The objectives of landscape assessment are to evaluate the present 

landscape and to identify and evaluate anticipated positive and negative 

externalities from the proposed development.  The extension to quarry 

HM23 will have very little visual impact given that the extraction of 

mineral will in fact progressively depress the parcel of land in question 

and hide it further from view.  When considered in context of the rest of 

the quarrying complex as attempted in Appendix One, it is evident that 

the visual impact arising from such an extension will be negligible.  There 

will be no reduction in the opportunity for public enjoyment of the 

landscape given that this has to be considered against the backdrop of the 

scar left by the other active quarries in the area. 

11.24 The clearance of the sparse vegetation will have little impact, and when 

considering that following the exhaustion of mineral extraction in the 

area, the latter will be restored to its original state, it can be said that the 

proposed extension is one of the steps necessary for the progressive 

restoration of the whole area 

11.25 The assessment was carried out through desktop studies and site 

inspections and evaluated in terms of its landscape and visual 

characteristics, sensitive receptors and overall value.  There is a broad 

spectrum of aspects that need to be examined in order to complete such 

assessment, which involves the understanding between the relationship 

of the different elements that make up the landscape and how the 

proposed development blends or otherwise within this context, together 

with a consideration of how the proposed extension, will impact on the 

sensitive receptors (those looking towards the site), relating to the actual 

or perceived visible changes of the character and quality of the landscape. 
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11.26 It is important to note however, that the perceived visual impact is very 

much a subjective matter given that in this particular location due to the 

high concentration of quarries and history of mineral extraction, which 

generated income and employment to the local communities, exposed 

quarry faces and the impacts usually associated with quarrying are not 

frowned upon as they would by individuals not accustomed to such an 

important industry. 

11.27 An impact would be considered insignificant when there would be no or 

little change, such that would not be noticeable or perceived (low value).  

This would likely be very localised, would not ‘overspill’ beyond the site 

boundaries and as such would be small in its scale 

11.28 Conversely, an impact is considered to be of minor significance when this 

would, although still having a very limited scale, be noticed from outside 

the site boundary (moderate value).  Should these be negative impacts, 

such impacts are likely to be easily attenuated through mitigation 

measures such as planting. 

11.29 In the circumstance where the change in the landscape is dramatic and/or 

be so significant that it would impinge on distance views of the area, such 

impact is considered to be of major significance.  Such impact would have 

a high intrinsic value as it would not be considered one of a temporary 

nature but one which is likely to endure the test of time. 

11.30 As outline earlier, the assessment carried out was based on site 

observations and photographic evidence from the points from vantage 

points to establish the baseline and have an understanding of the features 

and aspects that make up the landscape. 

11.31 It should be said that the site is almost totally hidden from public view 

albeit when viewed from high ground along Triq il-Fortizza tal-Mosta 

along the boundary of HM22. 

11.32 The sensitive receptors determined during the course of assessment 

clearly included the points from which motorists, tourists, locals would be 

most likely to look out.  All of these are publicly accessible areas and do 

not include private lanes. 

11.33 The area is within an extensive quarrying complex which lacks clear 

demarcation of quarry boundaries and therefore, when one looks at the 

area, it is perceived as a large quarry.  Clearly, there is no pedestrian 

traffic in the area. 

11.34 It is evident that the operations on the proposed extension to HM23 will 

not have any noticeable impact and will still be hidden from view.  There 

will be no structures to consider.  

11.35 As a result of the proposed extension there will be very few changes, if 

any, in the landscape and visual amenity as observed from the viewpoints 

considered. 
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11.36 As indicated many a time in this report, the rolling out of the area wide 

restoration plan will restore the area its original landform and introduce 

species of flora and fauna that are typical of the area.  This will take place 

over a number of years but with proper maintenance and after care this 

will ensure that the whole area is returned back to the original state, 

delivering the much sought long term benefits. 
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12.0  Summary  

12.1 The report has done through the main aspects of the proposed extension 

and examined the possible impacts of the latter.  The purpose of this last 

section of the report is to provide a summary of the likely key aspects of 

the development, the potential impacts on its surroundings. 

12.2 It was clearly established that the proposed extension, is in line with the 

broad policy framework governing the subject matter.  Although a 

restoration plan for the area was prepared in 2006, it is recognised by the 

said plan that unplanned restoration may lead to the sterilisation of high 

quality mineral resources. 

12.3 Although the restoration of quarries in the area is the ultimate goal in 

securing environmental benefits for the whole area, Malta cannot afford 

to sterilise exploitable mineral deposits.  This is important since there are 

no confirmed hardstone deposits outside the current quarry areas, and 

every effort must be made to utilise the resources that are available, 

especially in view of the increasing demand for hardstone relative to soft 

stone for concrete, and most importantly in the context of the Wied Filep 

quarries, the use of hard rock in pre-stressed concrete products. 

12.4 In addition with regards to environmental impacts, extending an existing 

quarry is significantly less intrusive that establishing new quarries in areas 

that have never been exploited before.  This approach would ensure that, 

as in this case, the environmental impacts associated with the minerals 

industry and intrinsic to it (e.g. dust generation, noise, vibrations, etc.) 

would be confined to an already disturbed area, while providing better 

opportunities for mitigating the impacts of the industry, through the 

progressive restoration of the area. 

12.5 Ensuring unexploited resources are protected for the long-term and, in 

the meantime, envisaging that the resources within the existing quarry 

boundaries are extracted to the maximum. 

12.6 The proposal will only include the extraction of minerals transported from 

the site in question to the factory in Lija for further processing.  The 

applicant is also in possession of lease from Lands Department specifically 

for such activity and also of an environmental permit (EP0048/12/B) for 

the operation of hard stone quarry HM 23.  There will be no placing of 

crushers, machinery and other ancillary heavy vehicles on site.  No 

stockpiling of aggregate or associated activities, other that the extraction 

of mineral resources, through the use of a mechanical excavator will be 

carried out.  The proposal is concrete step towards the restoration of the 

area, which has to first make sure that there is no sterilisation of high 

quality resource present in the area and which has been historically an 

active quarrying complex, with little if any delineation, between the 

different operators, namely HM15 and HM22, and HM 23. 

12.7 The proposed extension is surrounded by active quarries and construction 

plants, with parts of it illegally excavated and backfilled by third parties.  
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As indicated in the report, it can be objectively anticipated that the 

proposed extension, will not result in any net impact, over and above the 

current baseline conditions.  The methods used for extracting the mineral 

resource will not increase the current baseline activities by virtue of 

intensity, noise, vibration, emission or other forms of impacts. 

12.8 Excavation will done by means for an excavator and loaded into trucks 

that will carry the rock to the applicant’s plant in Lija, by means of a 

mechanical shovel. 

12.9 Working methods will be employed to make sure that dust emissions and 

noise pollution are kept to a minimum, covering of aggregates during 

transit, wheel washing and routine programme of cleaning should the 

need arise. 

12.10 As have been seen in this report, the development will not have any 

noticeable impact on ecology, agriculture, cultural heritage, landscape, 

amongst others.  All impacts are clearly identified and we believe that 

these are adequately addressed and anticipated.  Consequently, we 

believe that there will be no need of further studies in this regard, 

especially given an understanding of the site and the context in which it is 

set. 

12.11 Once all resource is extracted to the permitted depth, the restoration of 

the Wied Filep quarries will help improve a significantly degraded area to 

its former natural beauty and contours.   

12.12 The space made available at HM 23 and the proposed extension once the 

mineral resource extraction is maximised, may offer potential for 

additional capacity for the disposal of clean, uncontaminated construction 

and demolition waste, hence facilitating the phased and progressive 

restoration of the area. 
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