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Environmental Impact Assessment

Screening according to Schedule Il of S.L. 549.46

ERA Reference no.: EA/00054/19
PA Reference no.: PA/02300/19

Project Title: Extension to existing tourism accommodation (Class 3A) including demolition
of nearby building & construction of basement garage, 2 floors and receded
floor of tourism accommodation. Inclusion of lift in old part of existing complex.

Location: Torri Kercem, Triq Ta' Doti, Kercem, Gozo
Screening date: February 2020
I. BACKGROUND

1. Outline of Proposal

11 The proposal seeks the | ateral extension of t
Doti, Kercem, Gozo, to accommodate an additional 29 guestrooms for a total of 40
guestrooms and underground parking space for ten cars. The extension will also involve
the demolition of a vacant building.

1.2 The extension will consist of a three storey building (two storeys and a receded floor)
and an underlying basement connected to the existing Torri Kercem along its northern
face. The extended guesthouse will have a total footprint of approximately 366 m? and
a Gross Floor Area (GFA) of approximately 1, 484 m? (Figures 1 - 3).

1.3 In addition, according to the title in the Full Development Permit application, both on e-
apps and the PDS, there will also be the inclusion of a lift in the old part of the existing
complex, hence in Torri Kercem.
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Figure 2: Proposed First and Second Floor (Source: PA/2300/19/9f in e-apps)
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Figure 3: Proposed Third Floor and Elevation (Source: PA/2300/19/9g in e-apps)
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2. Site context

2.1 The total site has an area of approximate 900swm while the site being proposed for
development has an approximate area of 350sgm. The proposed site lies circa 200m away
from Kercem, along Triqgq Tabé Doti. The site |ie
outskirts of Kercem (Figures 4 - 7), within a Category 2 Rural Settlement as indicated in
the Gozo and Comino Local Plan (GCLP, 2006 i Map 4.2 10-G).

2.2 Torri Kercem is currently being used as a guest house, while its extension is partly in shell
form.

2.3 The proposal is located:
1 Within the 300m Ground Water Safeguard as identified by the Malta Resources
Authority (MRA) under the Water Policy Framework Regulations (S.L. 549.100),
and

9 Circa 150m North to the Scheduled Area of High Landscape Value (AHLV) i Wied
ix-Xlendi (G.N.776 of 2008).

Figure 4: Aerial image showing the location of the proposed site outlined in blue (Source: PA
Geoserver)
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Figure 5: Aerial image showing a cl'ose up Iocaion of the proposed site outlined in blue

(Source: PA Geoserver)
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Figure 6: Aerial image of the year 1957 (Source: Planning Authority)
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Figure 7: Photo of the existing site (Source: PDS pg 1)

3. Case history

3.1 The site was previously subject to the following planning applications:

)l
)l

T

3.2

PA 00083/90 i No information available.

PA 02095/98 - Change of use to tourist accommodation, and additions and alterations.
Permit refused.

PA 03549/01 - Telecommunications Antennae. Permit refused.

PA 04534/04 - Additions and alterations to existing building and construction of
swimming pool. Permit refused.

PA 03481/10 - To sanction extension to existing building as per 1994 aerial
photograph. Case pending.

Enforcement notices issued on site:

EC 00234/97 - Development to the north side of Torri Kercem without permit. Awaiting
final decision.
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