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1. Description of Proposal 
 
1.1 Outline of project/development 
 
Permit Application 05548/10 is a development permit application for the proposed Malta International Airport 
Masterplan at Ħal Luqa, Malta. The proposal will supersede the previous Master Plan, having development 
application number PA/05681/96, which has been deemed to be inadequate.   
 
The proposed concept outlines five major uses:  
1. Commercial and office units, which, as income-generating uses, will facilitate future upgrading and 

financing;  
2. Landside and airside extensions to terminal (N.B. Airside extensions refer to the extension of the first storey 

over an existing road alongside the building. The structure is designed to withstand wind loads from jet 
engine thrust or accidental impact by tug vehicles);  

3. Tourist accommodation relating to  the establishment of a business park within the confines of the site;  
4. Leisure and entertainment facilities which shall be accessible to the public;  
5. Large-scale car-parking provision which addresses the envisaged future demands of the complex (increase 

of 780 parking spaces). 
 
1.2 Site description and related considerations 
 
The application site is a roughly rectangular plot forming part of the larger airport precincts and has a total area 
of over 130,000 sqm. It presently features the SkyParks building (which is included within both the existing and 
proposed Master Plans) public and private surface car parks, catering facilities (namely the McDonalds drive-
through, restaurant and cafeteria) as well as a petrol station and adjoining carwash. 
 
The proposal includes a footprint of 14,740sq.m for new structures/buildings. The site lies within a Development 
Zone and falls within the Malta International Airport Master Plan Area under the South Malta Local Plan map 
Luqa 07 (local plan policy SMLU 07) and a nominal Bird Sanctuary under Legal Notice 0041 of 2003. It is also 
adjacent to a Class B Ħal Resqun Catacomb Buffer Zone (scheduled as per Government Notice 628/08). 
 



 

 

 
Figure 1: Location of proposal. 

 



 

 

 
 

Figure 2: The areas of the proposed MIA Master Plan . 
 



 

 

 
Figure 3: MIA Master Plan Proposal – Bird’s Eye Vie w of General Layout. 

 
2. EIA-relevant history  
 
2.1 Relevant EIA/screening trigger (citations refer to LN 114 of 2007, except where otherwise specified): 
 

Schedule 1A Category II Section 2.2.2.1, 3.10.2.1, and 7.6.2.6 
 
 
2.2 Version of documents used for screening: 

 
1. PDS dated 4th May 2012 and updated version resubmitted on 25th July 2012 and 21st May 2013. 
 

3. Screening Matrix 
 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

1 Will construction, 
operation or 
decommissioning 
of the Project 
involve actions 
which will cause 
physical changes 
in the locality 
(topography, 
landuse, changes 
in water bodies, 
etc)? 

Yes. The proposed Master Plan 
has a total footprint of 
approximately 130,000 sqm 
while major excavation works on 
the site are envisaged. 
Furthermore, the airport is a 
stand-alone site in which the 
surrounding area is 
predominantly agricultural land 
or residential buildings. 

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Yes. Although the site falls within the 
previous Malta International Airport 
Master Plan Area, the proposed master 
plan involves major works and alterations 
to the present situation. Additional high 
rise buildings shall be constructed 
together with additional parking spaces, 
relocation of a petrol station, and 
extension of present terminal. The 
proposal will seek the increase in height 
of buildings thus disturbing the skyline of 
the surrounding area 

PDS Pg. 5, 
8-9, 14 



 

 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

2 Will construction 
or operation of 
the Project use 
natural resources 
such as land, 
water, materials 
or energy, 
especially any 
resources which 
are non-
renewable or in 
short supply? 

Yes, the proposal will make use 
of natural resources such as 
franka stone blocks, steel, 
electricity, and water which are 
non-renewable and in short 
supply. Furthermore, the 
proposal includes the demolition 
of all the buildings within 
application site (excluding the 
existing airport terminal) thus 
generating mainly inert material 
which are non renewable.  
 

Yes  No         Unclear � 
 
Unclear. No details were provided as to 
the amounts of resources required during 
construction. Furthermore, given that 
demolition will occur, part of the inert 
waste likely to be generated will most 
probably be removed and disposed off-
site. 

PDS Pg. 32 

3 Will the Project 
involve use, 
storage, 
transport, 
handling or 
production of 
substances or 
materials or 
energy, 
especially any 
resources which 
could be harmful 
to human health 
or the 
environment or 
raise concerns 
about actual or 
perceived risks to 
human health? 

Yes, the proposal includes the 
relocation of a petrol station. 
 
 

Yes  No         Unclear � 
 
Petrol station and car wash have 
development consent and a pending 
environmental permit.  The development 
of a new fuel station per se would fall 
under the scope of the EIA Regulations 
(Legal Notice 114 of 2007), and would 
require clearance from the Malta 
Resources Authority and an 
Environmental Permit before 
commencement of operations. 

PDS Pg 16 

4 Will the Project 
produce solid 
wastes during 
construction, 
operation or 
decommissioning
? 

Yes. The waste generated by 
proposal includes: inert waste 
arising as from excavation, 
demolition waste (including 
concrete, steel, glass, and 
timber), and waste (hardened 
concrete).  Runoff is likely to 
contain sediments arising from 
dust and debris deposited on 
the site; foul water arising from 
ablution facilities and waste 
arising from the operation. 

Yes  No         Unclear � 
 
Unclear since no further details were 
provided on the amounts of wastes to be 
generated.  However, given the type and 
number of construction works involved, it 
may be assumed that elevated amounts 
of waste shall be generated.  
 
Further information is also required about 
the proposed hotel in view of its 
environmental permit requirement. 

PDS Pg. 
24-26 

5 Will the project 
release pollutants 
or any 
hazardous, toxic 
or noxious 
substances to 
air? 

Yes. Dust will be released 
during demolition, excavation 
and construction. During 
operation, an increase in NOx 

emissions from operational 
traffic is expected. There will 
also be mechanical ventilation 
and air conditioning for 
individual units. 

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Dust generation is envisaged to be of 
significant impact since major works are 
involved and a large area will be 
excavated. Furthermore, the site is 
located within an airport which is 
considered a sensitive site in relation to 
dust emissions. Nonetheless, hoarding 
has been proposed to minimise this 
impact together with the use of water 
sprays and wheel washing. With regards 
to traffic emissions during operations, 
these are expected to be elevated. 

PDS Pg 
31,35 



 

 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

6 Will the Project 
cause noise and 
vibration or 
release of light, 
heat, energy or 
electromagnetic 
radiation? 

Yes. The proposal will generate 
noise, vibrations, and light 
emissions during both 
construction and operation. 

Yes  No         Unclear � 
 
Unclear, since no further details were 
provided in the PDS. However it can be 
assumed that during excavation and 
construction works elevated noise and 
vibrations are to be generated while due 
to the proposed increase in high-rise 
buildings, light emissions may be an 
issue during night time.  

PDS Pg. 31 

7 Will the Project 
lead to risks of 
contamination of 
land or water 
from releases of 
pollutants onto 
the ground or into 
surface waters, 
groundwater, 
coastal waters or 
the sea? 

Yes. Contamination of land and 
water may result from surface 
runoff which is likely to contain 
sediments arising from dust and 
debris deposited on the site as 
well as foul water arising from 
ablution facilities. 

Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No. Contamination of the run-off will be 
minimised through restricting vehicular 
access to one part of the site and 
utilisation of self-contained ablution 
facilities. Furthermore, all buildings will 
be connected to the main sewer during 
operation. 
 

Pg. 25, 28-
29 

8 Will there be any 
risk of accidents 
during 
construction or 
operation of the 
Project which 
could affect 
human health or 
the environment? 

No increase in the risk of 
accidents is envisaged, other 
than ‘normal’ occupational risks 
typically associated with 
construction activity. The only 
risk is related to the operation of 
the airport in general however 
this can be easily mitigated 
through phasing and a proper 
Construction Management Plan 
(CMP).   

Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No significant impacts are envisaged for 
EIA purposes. 

/ 

9 Will the Project 
result in social 
changes for 
example, in 
demography, 
traditional 
lifestyles, 
employment? 

Yes. During construction is it 
estimated that approximately 
50-80 persons shall be 
employed per building. When 
fully operational, the proposal 
will employ approximately 1,200 
people. Furthermore, an 
increase in commercial outlets, 
restaurants/cafeteria, a hotel, 
and a supermarket. 

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
The project is likely to result in social 
changes in demography due to the 
substantially increased commercial 
activity and employment, and the 
consequent increase in the number of 
commuters. 

Pg. 22 

10 Are there any 
such factors 
which should be 
considered such 
as the 
consequential 
development 
which could lead 
to environmental 
effects or the 
potential for 
cumulative 
impacts with 
other existing or 

The proposed project covers a 
large area, and involves 
different uses ranging from 
offices, supermarket, retail 
outlets, parking and airport 
extension. There are no other 
major developments currently 
envisaged in the immediate 
vicinities.  

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Yes, the project (and its wider 
implications) is likely to have a long-term, 
indirect implications on the site 
surroundings from an overall planning 
point of view. The increase in high-rise 
buildings in the area could lead to further 
pressures for future developments on the 
surrounding undeveloped lands. 
 

Pg. 15-18 



 

 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

planned activities 
in the locality? 

11 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
are protected 
under 
international or 
national or local 
legislation for 
their ecological, 
landscape, 
cultural or other 
value, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. The site falls within a 
nominal Bird Sanctuary (the 
airport grounds themselves – 
refer to Legal Notice 41 of 
2003), however this is of 
marginal relevance as in this 
instance the ‘bird sanctuary’ 
designation  relates to a 
prohibition on shooting for 
airport safety purposes, rather 
than to any actual environmental 
concern, It is also adjacent to: 
1. Class B Ħal-Resqun 

Catacomb Buffer Zone 
(scheduled under 
Government Notice 628 of 
2008); 

2. Megaliths at Dawret il-Gudja 
(scheduled as per 
Government Notice 35 of 
1996); 

3. Gudja Ġnien Tal-Kmand 
(scheduled as per 
Government Notice 590 of 
2009). 

Yes  No         Unclear � 
 
Unclear. The site is already 
predominantly committed to airport 
development and most of the identified 
cultural features will not suffer any 
negative physical impacts in view of their 
location at some distance from the site. 
However, the scheduled Ħal-Resqun 
Catacomb is preserved beneath the 
roundabout just to the northeast of 
proposed Block B, at a distance of 40m. 
Therefore, excavation works or indirect 
demands for road realignment or 
upgrading may result in damage to the 
catacomb or discovery of unrecorded 
catacombs or any other features of 
archaeological importance. 
 
Excavation works in this area require 
monitoring and an adequate 
methodology to be approved by MEPA 
and the Superintendence of Cultural 
Heritage to ensure that the scheduled 
catacombs are not damaged during 
works. 

/ 

12 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
are important or 
sensitive for 
reasons of their 
ecology e.g. 
wetlands, 
watercourses or 
other water 
bodies, the 
coastal zone, 
mountains, 
forests or 
woodlands, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

No. Reply to question 11 refers.  Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No significant impact is envisaged.     

/ 

13 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
are used by 
protected, 
important or 
sensitive species 
of fauna or flora 
e.g. for breeding, 
nesting, foraging, 
resting, over 

No. Reply to question 11 refers.  Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No significant impact is envisaged.   

/ 



 

 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

wintering, 
migration, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

14 Are there any 
inland, coastal, 
marine or 
underground 
waters on or 
around the 
location which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. The site falls within a 
Water Catchment Area (as 
identified in SMLP Policy SMCO 
08). 
 

Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No significant impact is envisaged, due to 
proper management of wastes in 
accordance with statutory procedures 
being sufficient to minimise 
environmental effects of the proposed 
use on the surrounding environment, 
particularly any surface and/or 
underground waters. 

/ 

15 Are there any 
areas or features 
of high landscape 
or scenic value 
on or around the 
location which 
could be effected 
by the project? 

No such areas are present 
within the area of influence of 
the proposed development. 

 Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No impacts are being envisaged. 

Pg. 7 

16 Are there any 
routes or facilities 
on or around the 
location which 
are used by the 
public for access 
to recreation or 
other facilities, 
which could be 
affected by the 
project? 

Yes. The site access lies directly 
on the existing arterial road 
network, at the junction  
between: 
1. the arterial road linking Ħal 

Far and Birżebbuġa to Ħal 
Luqa; 

2. the distributor road serving 
the entire Żurrieq area 
(including the settlements of 
Żurrieq, Mqabba, Qrendi, Ħal 
Kirkop and Ħal Safi, and the 
touristic hamlet of Wied iż-
Żurrieq) via the Ħal Kirkop 
tunnels; 

3. the Gudja bypass, which 
serves as a distributor road 
connecting the site to Gudja, 
Ħal Għaxaq, Żejtun and Tal-
Barrani; and  

4. the entry/exit to the Airport 
grounds themselves. 

 
All of the above roads are main 
roads which are prone to heavy 
traffic, and the junction is 
notoriously congested during 
peak hour traffic. During 
weekend evenings, vehicular 
queueing and parking off the 
McDonalds area also 
contributes to a degree of 
congestion around the 
secondary entrance to the site 
(i.e. just past the roundabout, on 
the way toward the Ħal Kirkop 

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Yes. The proposal will seek an increase 
in commuters to and from the site thus 
increasing congestion along main roads 
which are already prone to heavy traffic. 
Through the increase of commuters, the 
road junctions in the vicinities may 
require upgrading or redesign.  
 
Furthermore, since buildings are 
currently proposed very close to the 
perimeter of the site without allowing any 
significant buffer around the existing 
roads and junction, the proposal as 
currently formulated is also likely to pose 
a physical constraint that may hinder 
longer-term highway upgrades or which 
may entail a shifting/realignment onto 
other undeveloped land in the 
surrounding area. Short-sightedly 
allowing new development to encroach 
too close to the existing roundabout is 
likely to result in longer-term 
complications similar to those that have 
arisen around the problematic Kappara 
junction between Gżira and Kappara.. 

Pg. 12 



 

 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

tunnel) 

17 Are there any 
transport routes 
on or around the 
location which 
are susceptible to 
congestion or 
which cause 
environmental 
problems, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. Refer to question 16. Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Refer to question 16. 

/ 

18 Is the project in a 
location where it 
is likely to be 
highly visible to 
many people? 

Yes. The proposed intervention 
per se is likely to be 
conspicuously visible from the 
surrounding publicly accessible 
viewpoints including the access 
road.  

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Yes. Significant visual effects are 
envisaged considering that one building 
will be 8 stories high thus making it 
difficult to mitigate through appropriate 
landscaping measures. The site itself is 
also prominently located at the 
confluence of four major roads. 

/ 

19 Are there any 
areas or features 
of historic or 
cultural 
importance on or 
around the 
location which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Reply to question 11 refers. 
Furthermore, the following 
archaeological features are 
found in the vicinities: 
 
1. Santa Marija ta’ Bir Miftuħ 

Medieval Chapel and other 
megaliths (not scheduled) 

2. Madonna ta’ Loretu chapel 
(1679) at Gudja (not 
scheduled) 

3. Punic tomb, discovered still 
intact in 1988 during 
formation of MIA terminal (not 
scheduled). 

Yes  No         Unclear � 
 
Reply to question 11 refers. The two 
chapels originally were located within an 
open rural setting that has been largely 
compromised by the existing airport 
development, however the potentially 
overpowering scale of the proposed 
development may still result in significant 
adverse impacts relative to the baseline 
situation. 
 
Punic tombs are rarely found in isolation 
and accordingly, excavation works within 
the MIA grounds could re-discover the 
tomb or yield more similar finds. 

/ 

20 Is the project 
located in a 
previously 
undeveloped 
area where there 
will be loss of 
greenfield land? 

No. The proposal is within an 
already committed site for 
airport use and ancillary facilities 
under Legal Notice 226 of 2010 
and the previous Malta 
International Airport Master 
Plan.  

Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No direct impact is envisaged.  However, 
indirect impacts may arise in the longer 
term if the project attracts further 
development pressures onto the 
surrounding lands or if it entails any road 
realignment at the expense of the nearby 
open spaces. 

/ 

21 Are there existing 
land uses on or 
around the 
location e.g. 
homes, gardens, 
other private 
property, 
industry, 
commerce, 
recreation, public 
open space, 

Yes. The site is located at the 
entrance to the airport grounds..  

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Yes; positive impact. The proposal will 
generate a positive impact in terms of 
creating a commercial hub ancillary to 
the airport, as well as attracting further 
commuters through the opening of 
commercial outlets, restaurants and a 
supermarket.  

/ 



 

 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

community 
facilities, 
agriculture, 
forestry, tourism, 
mining or 
quarrying which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

22 Are there any 
plans for future 
land uses on or 
around the 
location which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

No. The Master Plan being 
presented provides plans for a 
10-year period rather than a 
short term one. 

Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No impact is envisaged.   

/ 

23 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
are densely 
populated or built 
up, which could 
be affected by 
the project? 

Yes. The site is adjacent to the 
village of Gudja and less than 1 
km away from the village of Ħal 
Luqa. Furthermore, the 
roundabout junction identified in 
question 16 is a major traffic 
constraint along the main 
access route to/from other 
settlements (notably Żurrieq, 
Mqabba, Qrendi, Ħal Kirkop and 
Ħal Safi), hence any impacts  on 
junction efficiency is likely to 
have indirect effects on these 
settlements. 

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Yes. Further commuters to and from the 
airport may result in an increase in traffic 
and congestion thus having an impact on 
the air quality, traffic congestion and 
related public nuisances. 

/ 

24 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
are occupied by 
sensitive land 
uses e.g. 
hospitals, 
schools, places 
of worship, 
community 
facilities which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. The site is located within 
the boundary of an operational 
airport under Legal Notice 226 
of 2010. 

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
The proposal seeks the reorganisation 
and intensification of the airport activity.  
Response to question 21 refers 

/ 

25 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
contain 
important, high 
quality or scarce 
resources e.g. 
groundwater, 
surface waters, 
forestry, 
agriculture, 
fisheries, tourism, 
minerals, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. The site is located within 
an airport which is used by all 
tourists travelling to/from the 
Maltese Islands by air.  

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Response to question 21 refers. 

/ 



 

 

 Issues to be 
considered 
 

Relevant constraints, 
environmental considerations 
& potential impacts 

Is any significant effect envisaged?  
 

Document 
reference 

26 Are there any 
areas on or 
around the 
location which 
have already 
subject to 
pollution or 
environmental 
damage e.g. 
where existing 
legal 
environmental 
standards are 
exceeded, which 
could be affected 
by the project? 

Yes. The site is situated within 
the boundaries of a moderately 
busy airport, and is surrounded 
by major roads with heavy traffic 
flows and peak-hour congestion. 
It is therefore likely to have high 
baseline levels of air pollution, 
noise, etc. 

Yes � No         Unclear  
 
Yes. The proposal will seek an increase 
in commuters to and from the site thus 
increasing congestions along main roads 
which are already prone to heavy traffic.  
 

/ 

27 Is the project 
location 
susceptible to 
earthquakes, or 
subsidence, 
landslides, 
erosion, flooding 
or extreme or 
adverse climatic 
conditions e.g. 
temperature 
inversions, fogs, 
severe winds, 
which could 
cause the project 
to present 
environmental 
problems? 

Yes. The area is affected by fog 
a couple of times a year but the 
proposal does not present any 
further problems in this regards. 

Yes  No  �       Unclear  
 
No significant impacts are envisaged. 
The project is not located in a susceptible 
location and does not contribute (due to 
its contained nature) to such 
environmental hazards. 

Feedback 
received 
through 
Internal 
Consultatio
n 

 
 
3. EIA Screening Conclusions  
 
Based on the information provided in the Project Description Statement (PDS) proposal qualifies for an EIA (EPS) under 
Category II Projects Sections 2.2.2.1 (Expansion of an airport/airstrip or heliport which includes an extension to a run-way or 
taxi way by 250m or more not being a development falling within 2.2.1.1. and 2.2.1.2), 3.10.2.1 (Constriction of car-parks 
providing more than 600 spaces), and 7.6.2.6 (Construction of a new fuel servicing station) of the EIA Regulations (Legal 
Notice 114 of 2007).  
 
Detailed screening indicated that the proposal may have significant impacts on the geo-environmental resources, air quality 
from dust during construction, and traffic during operation, and may have potentially important consequential implications in 
terms of constraining future planning of the road junctions. 
 
Furthermore, unclear impacts with regards to the following environmental parameters were also established: 

1. Noise and vibration impacts on the sensitive receptors, namely residents, in particular during construction phase; 
2. Visual impacts of the high rise buildings on site especially during the night due to light spillages; 
3. Amount of wastes to be generated during construction; and 
4. Impact on possible surrounding archeological remains during construction.  

 
Given the above, the EIA (EPS) should be targeted and focused on the above-identified environmental parameters. 
 
 
 
 


