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Environmental Impact Assessment 

Screening according to Schedule III of S.L. 549.46 

 

 

PA Reference no.:  PA/00728/20 

Project Title: Proposed grade separated junction at Node WA24 including widening of road. 

Location:  Site at, Vjal l-Avjazzjoni Civili, Luqa, Triq l-Ewwel Titjira, Gudja and Dawret il-

Gudja, Luqa. 

Screening date: February 2020 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

 

1. Outline of Proposal 
 

1.1 The proposal involves the development of a grade separated junction at a site at Vjal l-Avjazzjoni 

Civili, Luqa and Triq l-Ewwel Titjira, Gudja and Dawret Gudja, Luqa.  This node is part of Route 1 of 

the Core Trans European Network and is a strategic stretch linking the Malta Freeport to Valletta, 

including connection with the Malta International Airport (MIA).  The junction improvement (MIA 

roundabout) seeks to improve traffic flow which is subject to traffic congestion, particularly during 

am and pm traffic peaks (c. 5,000 vehicles are predicted to use this junction every hour during 

peak hours), including access to/from the airport. The proposal also seeks to improve pedestrian 

access, cycling as well as public transport facilities (see Figure 1 – 7).  

 

1.2 The project will consist in: 

 The construction of two tunnels beneath the existing roundabout with an approximate length 

of 78m and 73m.  These tunnels, with a headroom of 5.5 to 6m, will be cut and cover and will 

be separate from each other.  The tunnels will cater for traffic passing from Vjal l-Avjazzjoni 

Civili (both directions).  One of the tunnels will cater for traffic exiting the airport;  

 A grade separate junction in the form of an overpass catering for traffic passing from Vjal -

Avjazzjoni Civili to Triq l-Ewwel Titjira.  This will have a width of 6m and a length of c. 250m. It 

shall be supported on reinforced concrete columns with abutments at each end;  

 An underlying junction in the form of a roundabout similar to the one currently on site;  

 Merging and diverging lanes for the tunnel and overpass traffic to leave and join grade roads on 

both sides of Vjal l-Avjazzjoni and Triq l-Ewwel Titjira; 

 The introduction of c. 2km of new footpaths and 1.35km of new cycle lanes to improve access 

for pedestrians and cyclists, respectively; and 

 Improved public transport bus stops, new street lighting, continuation of the existing 

stormwater system and other road safety improvements.   
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1.3 In total, the proposed road widening will be taking up c. 3,734sqm of additional land, mainly due 

to  the inclusion of diverge lanes, footpaths, and required road alignment. The proposal will also 

lead to the uprooting of 160 trees of which 24 are currently earmarked for transplanting. 

 

1.4 This proposal was selected following an option analysis, primarily based on various layouts and 

the projected traffic flows. Following data collection and analysis, the preferred option for the 

expected traffic on the junction involves a direct connection, consisting of a bidirectional 2+2 lanes 

tunnel, along the north-west – south-east axis (tunnel from Qormi to Birżebbuġa and tunnel from 

MIA to Qormi), and a flyover from Qormi to Kirkop. Furthermore, the roundabout at grade would 

continue to serve all directions. During the selection process, the aspects taken into consideration 

included travel time savings, vehicle operating cost savings, reduction in environmental 

externalities and change in the accident rate. 

 

1.5 The proposal also includes the upgrading of the water run-off facilities and underground service 

ducts, whereby reservoirs will be constructed for irrigation of landscaping on site (e.g. green walls 

along some of the proposed structural retaining walls). These reservoirs will have an overflow 

system connected to proposed underground system diverting reservoir excess water to the 

discharge point. 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Aerial photo showing the existing junction (Source: Geoserver, PA) 
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Figure 2i: Illustrative photomontage showing the proposed junction (Source: PDS) 

 

 
Figure 2ii: Illustrative photomontage showing the proposed junction (Source: PDS) 
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Figure 3i: Proposed junction improvement over the existing (Source: Infrastructure Malta) 

 

 

Figure 3ii: Proposed junction improvement over the existing (Source: Infrastructure Malta) 
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Figure 4: Proposed layout showing the underpass (Source: Infrastructure Malta). 

 

 
Figure 5: Proposed layout with flyover (Source: Infrastructure Malta). 
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Figure 6i: Proposed layout without flyover (Source: Infrastructure Malta). 

 

Figure 6ii: Proposed layout without flyover (Source: Infrastructure Malta). 
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Figure 7: Proposed sections (Source: Infrastructure Malta). 

 

 

2. Site context  

2.1 The site of the junction node covers a total site area of 69,675 m2, of which 3,734 m2 is proposed 

for road widening, and is located outside development zone (ODZ), adjacent to the Malta 

International Airport (see Figure 8). This road junction (node WA24) forms part of Route 1 of the 

TEN-T core network of Malta. Route 1 is intended to link the Malta Freeport, Malta International 

Airport, and the Grand Harbour, which connects Malta with mainland Europe. 

 

2.2 Most of the site area quoted above, consists of the present road infrastructure, where other land 

uses include agricultural land, notably in those areas where road widening is proposed.  There is 

an archaeological site within the proposed development site, being the Class B scheduled Hal 

Resqun Catacombs Complex (Govt. Notice 628 of 2008), with a 50m Class B scheduled buffer zone 

surrounding it. 
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Figure 8: Site plan of the proposed development (Source: Infrastructure Malta) 

 

3. Case history  
 

3.1 The site was previously subject to the following relevant planning applications  

 PA/03032/04 - Proposed roundabout junction upgrading at Vjal L-Avjazzjoni / Triq Il-Kunsill ta' 

L-Ewropa, Road (near Roundabout), Vjal L-Avjazzjoni, Luqa, Malta. (Application approved); and 

 PA/06751/17 - Proposed sanctioning of upgrading of existing junction including road widening, 

Roundabout between, Vjal l-Avjazzjoni &, Dawret Il-Gudja, Luqa, Malta. (Application approved). 

 

4. Screening Criteria 

 

4.1 EIA Screening  
(citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise specified): 

 

The proposed development falls within the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations (S.L. 549.46), notably in terms of Category II criteria in Schedule I: Section 2.1.2.1 

(Construction, excavation or realignment of roads, tunnels, viaducts or bridges, not covered by 

Category I, if located ODZ or at the edge of the development zone.  Therefore, the proposal was also 

screened in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 

5. Documents used for screening 
 

a. Project Description Statement (PDS), referred directly to ERA by Infrastructure Malta on 07 
February 2020. 

b. Plans, Site Plans, Sections etc, referred directly to ERA by Infrastructure Malta on 4 February 
2020. 
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II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL 

 

6. Assessment of Impacts and Ancillary Considerations 

(Screening in terms of Schedule III of the EIA Regulations, S.L. 549.46) 

Land and Resources Use 

6.1 The current land use on site is mainly the existing road infrastructure. Additionally, in the vicinity, 

one can find the Institute of Tourism Studies, few residential units and a number of commercial 

areas (see Figure 9). 

 

6.2 Given that the proposed junction upgrading includes new merging and diverging lanes for the 

tunnel and overpass traffic to join the roads on both sides of Civil Aviation Avenue and Triq l-

Ewwel Titjira, 3,734 m2 of additional land would need be taken up to cater for the required 

increased footprint of the road network, as follows (see Figure 10i - ii):  

 2015 m2 for widening on the northern side of the roundabout, to accommodate a diverge lane 

on Vjal l-Avjazzjoni, and a portion for the correction of the alignment of the roundabout 

bypass lane direction towards Dawret il-Gudja; 

 1305 m2 for widening on the western end of the roundabout, for improvement of footpaths 

connecting Triq l-Ewwel Titjira to Vjal l-Avjazzjoni; 

 402 m2 for widening on the eastern end of the roundabout, for improvement of the alignment 

of the lanes into the roundabout and towards Triq il-Karwija; and 

 290 m2 for widening on the northeastern side of Triq il-Karwija at the bend leading into the 

airport site, for the improvement of the alignment of the curved section of this road. 

 

The widened areas mostly encroach onto privately owned land, characterised by agricultural uses.  

 
Figure 9: Indicative land use map (Source: PDS) 
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Figure 10i: Proposed areas for road widening (Source: PDS) 

 
Figure 10ii: Proposed areas for road widening (Source: PDS) 
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Natural and cultural heritage 

6.3 The proposed works will be carried out adjacent to Malta International Airport, which is 

designated as L-Ajruport ta’ Ħal-Luqa Bird Sanctuary (in accordance with S.L. 549.42), which in this 

case is only a nominal environmental constraint, as the purpose of airport safety, and is not really 

related to environmental protection. Furthermore, there are no important or sensitive natural 

habitats within the area proposed for development. 

 

6.4 On the other hand, the proposed interventions entail the removal of 160 trees of various species, 

of which 24 are earmarked for transplanting, notably Olea europea and Ficus. A number of trees 

proposed for uprooting are protected through the Trees and Woodlands Protection Regulations 

S.L. 549.123, such as Cupressus sempervirens, and would thus require a nature permit. 

 

6.5 Due to this loss in vegetation on site, ERA agrees with the inclusion of landscaping on site, 

including even green walls along some of the proposed structural retaining walls. 

 

6.6 The ground material within the site consists of a thin layer of man-made fill overlying the bedrock 

composed of Lower Globigerina Limestone. Excavations would therefore take place entirely within 

the Lower Globigerina strata, and are not of significant concern. 

 

6.7 The known cultural heritage features on and nearby the site are: 

 Class B scheduled Hal Resqun Catacombs Complex (through Govt. Notice 628 of 2008), located 

within the central island of the existing roundabout, together with its 50 m buffer zone; and 

 Class B scheduled Megalithic Remains (through Govt. Notice 35 of 1996), located adjacent to 

the site area. 

Any concerns due to the proposed interventions on site, including the excavation works, together 

with the associated vibration generation by the use of machinery, would need to be further 

considered by the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage. 

 

Landscape and Visual Amenity 

6.8 The project will result in modifications to the appearance of the landscape along the route and 

junction, as well as in changes to the visual amenity afforded by the trees that will be lost to 

accommodate the development and the introduction of the flyover. Nonetheless, given that most 

of the interventions will be limited to the already committed area of the existing road network, 

and the limited visual sensitivity of the junction, no significant impacts on the landscape character 

and visual amenity of the site and immediate surroundings are envisaged. 

 

Emissions 

6.9 Given the scale of the interventions, fugitive dust emissions during construction may be envisaged, 

which may also temporarily affect agricultural activity and productivity in the wider area, however 

such impacts are of a temporary nature and can be effectively mitigated through the 

Environmental Management Construction Site Regulations (S.L. 552.09). Therefore, such impacts 

on the air quality during the construction works are not considered significant.  
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6.10 With respect to the operational phase, the widening of the road and the proposed underpass 

and flyover are aimed at alleviating the current traffic situation. The future short-term 

improvement in air quality due to decreased congestion is being acknowledged, and in this light, 

no significant impacts on air quality are being envisaged. 

 

6.11 During the construction phase, potential impacts on the sensitive noise receptors in the area 

(notably the cemetery, Institute of Tourism Studies and few residential receptors) from the use of 

machinery on site are not expected to be significant as these receptors will not be exposed to the 

whole construction period of the entire project, and as long as good site practices are adhered to 

during construction works as per the below list: 

 Inform potentially noise-affected neighbours about the nature of construction stages and of 

the proposed timing of the specific works and where practicable any times which are 

particularly sensitive for neighbours will be avoided in order to reduce complaints.  

 All mechanical plant and construction equipment is to be silenced by best practical means 

including silencing measures such as compressor panels and mufflers should be properly 

maintained and utilised.  

 Noise enclosures should always have all doors or hatches closed when the equipment is in use.  

 Hoarding to be built around the site and maintained to maximise the reduction in noise levels 

to sensitive buildings.  

 Avoid unnecessary noise, such as leaving noisy idle machinery operating, shouting, loud radios 

or excessive revving of engines. 

 Stationary equipment such as pumps and generators should be located away from 

neighbours.” 

 

6.12 During operations, as already mentioned above, the proposed interventions are aimed at 

alleviating the current traffic situation and therefore reducing noise emissions arising from revving 

engines from static and slow moving vehicles currently present at the junction. Additionally, the 

underpass may have the potential to mitigate noise effects at this junction to a certain extent. 

Therefore, no significant noise impacts during operations are envisaged. 

 

Waste 

6.13 The proposed site clearance and excavation works are envisaged to generate 4,700 m3 of road 

surface materials, 30,300 m3 of rock (Globigerina Limestone) and another 17,000 m3 of soft stone 

and soil materials. Furthermore, mainly due to the widening and uptake of land, 4,000 m3 of soil 

will be removed, which will be reused on site or for landscaping works in other sites, with any left-

over being deposited at an authorised facility. The excavated rock will be recycled and reused on 

and off-site as fill material. In this regard, also taking into account the nature of the proposal, such 

waste generation is not considered significant. 
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Screening Outcome   

The above screening concludes that impacts of the development are unlikely to be significant in 

accordance with the EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L. 549.46), as long as various preventive and/or 

mitigation measures are duly incorporated into the mainstream development consent mechanism and 

mitigated by means of conditions and specifications (e.g. approved documents) in the development 

permit. Thus, no EIA is required, subject to the submission of a landscaping plan, detailing the 

proposed planting of vegetation, including green infrastructure, in order to reduce the visual impact 

of the proposal.  

 

7. Permitting Requirements 

Environmental Permitting 

7.1 The executable version of this development permission together with the approved plans and the 

commencement notice shall not be issued until such time that the applicant submits an 

application for and obtains a Nature Permit from the ERA for the proposed interventions on trees. 

Works shall not be carried out until such a permit is granted by ERA. 

 

III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD 

The proposal involves the upgrading of the road junction at node WA24, which forms part of the TEN-

T core network of Malta, and is aimed at alleviating the current traffic situation. Whilst certain 

environmentally relevant aspects have been identified through this screening (e.g. the uprooting of 

trees, additional land uptake with its associated loss of agricultural land, changes to the visual amenity 

of the site), these impacts are not considered significant when taking into consideration the proposed 

mitigation measures, the nature and characteristics of the proposal and the surrounding area, subject 

to the submission of a landscaping plan (as per ERA conditions).  

In this regard, ERA does not object to the proposal from an environmental point of view, subject to 

the inclusion of ERA’s conditions in the development permit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screening Disclaimer 

The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to any required 

changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should the 

information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this submission 

would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened.  


