
 

 

Environment & Resources Authority 
Hexagon House, Spencer Hill, Marsa MRS 1441  T. (+356) 2292 3500  E. info@era.org.mt  W. era.org.mt 

The Executive Chairperson Date: 14 April 2021 
Planning Authority   
St. Francis Ravelin,    
Floriana    
 

Dear Sir/Madam,  

 

Planning Ref.: PA 08894/20 

Proposal Description: Change in layout and distribution of uses of approved hotel 
(PA/2767/16) to achieve: an increase in public open space and 
extending landscaped areas including roof tops and terraces. Removal 
of lower basement level and reduction in the overall height level. 

Location: Delimara Bay Hotel, Triq Delimara, Delimara, Marsaxlokk. 

 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (S.L. 549.46) 

 

Reference is made to the above-captioned application and ERA’s previous correspondence dated 01 

February 2021 at document PA/08894/20 – 53a on EApps. 

ERA’s recommendation and representation on the said development proposal are being 

lodged in its capacity as an external consultee and an interested party in accordance with the 

Development Planning Act and the Development Planning (Procedure for Applications and 

their Determination) Regulations (S.L.552.13).  

ERA had already communicated its significant concern on the proposed hotel development through 

the previous proposal on site, PA/02767/16. In fact, following the conclusion of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA), ERA clearly indicated its strong objection to the proposal from an 

environmental point of view, as per ERA’s Assessment and Recommendations dated 16 October 2017 

(refer to documents PA/02767/16 – 627a-c on EApps). 

The current development is proposing a revised development involving considerable changes to the 

interventions proposed on site.  These include changes to the accommodation facilities, previously 

located within a single building, to stand-alone bungalows; a significant lateral extension; repurposing 

of the main building from predominantly accommodation use to restaurant, bar, and SPA use; etc. It 

is already evident that such proposed changes constitute a considerable increase in total committed 

footprint of the development. Furthermore, this revised development, in addition to the other 

developments in the area, including the proposed car parking, is contributing further to the cumulative 

impact on the entire area, particularly in terms of land-take. 
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Similar to the proposal under PA/02767/16, this proposed development falls within the scope of 

Schedule I [Category II, Section 7.1.2.2] of the EIA Regulations (S.L. 549.46), and the EIA carried out for 

PA/02767/16 would require updating in line with Regulation 24(3) of the aforementioned Regulations. 

However, the main concerns are such that these cannot be adequately addressed through further 

studies, also noting that various critical impacts are already fairly evident at this stage. Such 

implications need to be addressed directly through the mainstream development consent mechanism, 

taking into account ERA’s position. 

In this regard, as a result of the increase in footprint, ERA is objecting to this development, which 

cannot be considered favourably from an environmental point of view. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Yves De Blick 

Environment Protection Officer 

f/Director Environment and Resources 

 

 


