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ERA Reference no.: EA/00018/2020 

PA Reference no.:  PA06433/19 

Project Title: To propose two additional pontoons further to the pontoon approved in 

PA/5468/10, and ancillary security infrastructure. 

Location:  Ta' Xbiex Marina, Triq ix-Xatt, Gzira and, Triq ix-Xatt ta' Xbiex, Ta'Xbiex 

Screening date: June 2020 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

1. Outline of Proposal  
 

1.1. The proposal seeks to add two additional floating pontoons to the west of a floating 

pontoon approved through PA/05468/10 and renewed through PA/04418/19 at Ix-Xatt 

ta’ Ta’ Xbiex’ in Gzira. In addition, the proposal will also include ancillary security 

infrastructure. The aim of this project is to have reorganised berths at the Gzira Gardens 

Marina.  

 

1.2. The proposal will cover a total site area of c. 1360 m2. The floating pontoon will consist 

of reinforced concrete elements with dedicated channels for electricity, plumbing and 

fire-hydrant installation (Figures 1 and 2).  
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Figure 1: Proposed Masterplan (Source: E-apps doc. PA6433/19/112b) 

 

 
Figure 2: Proposed Elevation (Source: E-apps doc. PA6433/19/112c) 
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2. Site context  

 
2.1 The proposed site lies along ‘Ix-Xatt ta’ Ta’ Xbiex’ in Gzira bordering the locality of Ta’ 

Xbiex (Figures 3 - 6). The proposal falls within the limits of Marsamxett Harbour, and within 

proximity to the MIDI Yacht Marina. The surrounding area including the proposed site are 

currently a yacht marina. 

 

2.2 Part of the site (Pontoon A-B) is already approved under PA/05468/10 and renewed 

through PA/04418/19 and is currently under construction. This application (PA 6433/19) 

seeks to build two other pontoons (Pontoons C-D and E-F). 

 

2.3 The selected site is located in Marsamxett Harbour whose coastline is characterised by 

Harbour Fortifications and is a scheduled Area of High Landscape Value (G.N 133 of 

2001). The proposal is also opposite to the Manoel Island which is a protected bird 

sanctuary (L.N. 41/03) and the former Isolation Hospital is also scheduled as a Grade 2 

monument (G.N. 1225/10).  

 

 
Figure 3: Site plan (Source: E-apps doc. PA6433/19/1a) 
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Figure 4: Aerial photo of the site (Source: PA Geoserver, 2016) 

 

Figure 5: Proposed Block Plan (Source: E-apps doc. PA6433/19/118b) 
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Figure 6: Photos of the site (Source: PDS, pg 7) 

 

3. Case history 

Part of the site were previously covered by the following planning applications: 

3.1 PA/05468/10 - Reorganisation of Ta' Xbiex Marina. Upgrading of quay, erection of low 

voltage switch room and installation of floating pontoon with demountable office on same. 

Application was approved. 

 

3.2 Renewal of PA/05468/10 - Reorganisation of Ta’ Xbiex Marina. Upgrading of quay, 

erection of low voltage switch room and installation of floating pontoon with demountable 

office on same. Application was approved. 

 

4. Screening Criteria  

4.1 EIA Screening  

(citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise specified): 

 

The proposed development falls within the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations (S.L. 549.46), notably in terms Schedule I, Category II criteria in Sections: 6.1.2.3. 

Marinas and 13.0.2.1. Any change to extension of projects (even if the project is already  
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authorised, executed or in the process of being executed), particularly project covered by 

Category I or Category II, where the change or extension itself does not fall under Category I 

but (i) meets the thresholds or criteria set out in Category II. Therefore, the proposal was also 

screened in terms of the EIA Regulations.  
 

4.2 Water Policy Framework Screening 

(citations refer to S.L. 549.100, except where otherwise specified): 

  

The proposed development falls within the scope of the Water Policy Framework Regulations 

(S.L. 549.100) in view that the proposal is located within coastal water body MTC 105 – Il-Port 

il-Kbir sal-Port ta’ Marsamxett and in view of the nature of the proposal.  

5. Documents used for screening 

 
a. Project Description Statement (PDS),  referred to ERA directly by the architect on 6th May 

2020 via email, 
b. ERA consultation reply (doc. 110a),  
c. Marine Benthic Survey (PA/6433/19/117b), and 
d. Site plans and other documents on E-apps (docs. 1a – 1i, 112b-c, 118b, 125a, 127b, 129a-

b) 
 
 

II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL  

 

6. EIA Screening 

Sea Use 

6.1 The proposal will result in an increase of the marina activity in the area, Considering the 

nature of the project in the larger context of the site, the seaward part of which is dominated 

by other marina related activity, the proposal is not likely to have a significant effect on the 

environment.  

Water quality 

6.2 The proposal is located within the coastal water body (MTC 105) of Port il-Kbir sal-Port ta’ 

Marsamxett. The proposal is not expected to result in any modification to the quality 

characteristics of the water body MTC 105 and thus no significant impacts are being 

envisaged. 

Marine Ecology 

6.3 From the marine benthic survey that was carried out, it resulted that there were no records 

of habitats of conservation interest that are protected by national or international 

legislation. In this regard, no significant environmental impact is being envisaged on the 

habitats. 
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6.4 The marine benthic survey identified over 100 specimen of Cladocora caespitosa which is 

a protected species under Schedule VI of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Protection 

Regulations, 2006. This was found attached to the vertical face of the quay, to boulders 

and rubble, and to anthropogenic items present at the base of this quay. In this regard, the 

PDS states that works will not involve any dredging or cleaning of the seabed, so as to 

protect this species. In view of this no significant impacts are being envisaged.  

 

6.5 According to the marine benthic survey, during construction phase, the input of suspended 

particles to the water column through disturbance and re-suspension of bottom sediments 

during placement of sinkers and installation of the floating pontoons together with the 

release of toxic substances and contaminants from disturbed sediments can occur. 

However, such impacts are expected to be low given that the sinkers will be placed further 

away from the concerned area. Additionally, the marine benthic survey suggests that good 

workmanship and supervision and adherence to guidelines can minimise such 

disturbance. Thus, no significant environmental impacts are being envisaged. 

 

6.6 During the operational phase, floating pontoons and moored vessels can contribute to the 

shadowing of the assemblage of algae on low energy infralittoral rock. In addition, the 

vessels movements in the marina can increase suspended particles to the water column 

and increase noise levels. However, the marine benthic survey argued that such impacts 

are considered to be negligible given that the habitats currently present in the area are 

already shaded by vessels which are moored to the quay, thus there will be no overall 

increase in shading. In addition, the biota have already adapted to withstanding 

disturbance through sediment resuspension or temporary increase in noise levels.   

 

 Landscape and Visual Amenity 

6.7 Given the location of the proposal, the seabed may contain potential underwater 

archaeological remains, thus it is recommended that the applicant liaises with the 

Superintendence of Cultural Heritage for further guidance.  

6.8  No significant impacts during the construction-phase are envisaged, given that the 
presence of machinery on site (barge, crane, etc.) will be temporary and of a short 
duration, and as long as the use of such machinery properly adheres to the minimum 
specifications set out in the Environmental Management Construction Site Regulations, 
2007 (S.L. 552.09). 

6.9 During operations, the upgraded mooring area will attract larger sized vessels to the area, 

which may potentially affect the views to Valletta and Manoel Island, noting that the site 

falls within an Area of High Landscape Value (Harbour Fortifications) (Govt. Notice 133 of 

2001). However, taking into consideration the nature of the surrounding area, including the 

approved development of Manoel Island, and the limited scale of the project in relation to 

the various other mooring bays for larger ferry vessels in the harbour, such impacts are 

not expected to be significant from a landscape and visual amenity point of view.    
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Risk to Population and Human Health or the Environment 

6.10 The proposed area is along the Ta’ Xbiex coast which is popular for harbour strolls. 

This site also lies along an existing public garden. According to the PDS, this proposal is 

one of four phases whereby two of them will be to formalise and rationalise the on-street 

car parking and transform the entire stretch of the promenade into a pedestrian-priority 

low-speed area and the upgrading of the public garden. In this regard, no significant 

impacts are expected as long as the coast remains accessible to the public at all times.  

 

Waste 

6.11 Given that the pontoons will be floating structures and no dredging works or removal 

of anthropogenic items that were thrown into the sea will take place, the amount of waste 

produced by the project during construction and operation will not have a significant effect 

as long as waste is managed in accordance with the Waste Management Regulations 

(S.L. 549.63). 

 

Air Quality, Emissions and Noise  

 
6.12 During construction phase, no significant impacts on air quality are expected in view 

that the nature of works for the site preparation that is the laying of moorings and ancillary 
facilities, is not likely to have significant impact on the environment.  

 

6.13 With respect to the operations of the mooring area; since the capacity of the inlet will 

increase, the project will contribute to an increase in air pollutants released by the potential 

increased sea transport activity in the area. However, no significant effect is being 

envisaged considering the nature and size of the proposed project in relation to existing 

related activity on site. The proposal may involve risk of spillages or pollutants release 

from refuelling and cleaning operations, and from antifouling paints. This may 

subsequently increase the risks of coastal water contamination of a semi-enclosed creek 

which has a restricted water circulation. No significant effect is likely to result, considering 

that such activities already dominate the area. Despite this, however, it is to be ensured 

that environmental contamination is prevented at source though basic operational good 

practice.  

 

6.14 With regard to noise emissions, it is envisaged that any increase in ambient noise 

levels during construction phase and during operational phase due to vessel movements 

in the marina as well as, will be masked by the existing road traffic noise. The proposal is 

located within a larger yacht marina and a busy urbanised area, where the scale of the 

envisaged activity is considered to be small in proportion to the current baseline. In this 

regard, no significant impacts are being envisaged.  

 

 



Annex I 
 

 
Environment & Resources Authority 
Hexagon House, Spencer Hill, Marsa MRS 1441  T. (+356) 2292 3500  E. info@era.org.mt  W. era.org.mt 

 

 

 

 

6.15 Any noise impact during the construction phase are not expected to be significant,    

since any generated construction noise would be masked by the existing road traffic noise, 

as long as good site practices, stated in the Environmental Management Construction Site 

Regulations, 2007 (S.L. 552.09) are being adhered to at all times. 

  

6.16 During the operational phase of the project, no significant additional noise impacts are 
being envisaged. 
 

Screening Outcome   

 

In view of the above, and due to the location and nature of the proposal, no significant impacts 

have been identified with regard to the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (S.L. 

549.46). 

 

7. WFD Screening 

 
7.1 Concerns raised in paragraphs 6.1 to 6.6 above are also relevant to the WFD screening.  

 

Screening Outcome   

 

With respect to the Water Policy Framework Regulations (S.L. 549.100), in view that the 
development is not expected to result in any modification the water quality characteristics of 
water body MTC 105, no further assessment in terms of Article 4.7 of the EU Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) is required. 

 
 

III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD 

The above screening concluded that the environmental impacts of the proposed development 
are unlikely to be significant, as long as various preventive and/or mitigation measures are 
duly incorporated into the mainstream development consent mechanism and mitigated by 
means of conditions and specifications (e.g. approved documents) or reserved matters 
(addressing points of detail that do not affect the overall merits) in the development permit.  

 

ERA requests that the conditions annexed with this consultation reply (Annex II) are dully 
included as an approved document in the permit.  
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Screening Disclaimer 

The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to 

any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should 

the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this 

submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened.  

 


