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I. BACKGROUND 

 

1. Outline of proposal 

 
1.1 The proposal constitutes in the construction of a set of two cells located within the boundary of 

the existing Maghtab Environmental Complex, with the intention to increase the landfilling void 

space for the disposal of non-hazardous material/waste (Figure 1). The construction phase will 

be as follows:  

- Completion of the removal and export of the Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) stockpiled within 

the hazardous cell, which amounts to circa 25,900m3; 

- Converting, extending and re-contouring of the un-used existing hazardous waste cell into 

a non-hazardous landfill; 

-  Sanctioning and continue excavation of the south-eastern end of the existing hazardous 

waste cell (i.e the hazardous treatment facility - marked in light blue in figure 1).  

- Set up engineering specifications (lining, leachate collection/extraction system, as well as a 

gas extraction system connected to a central gas management facility); and 

- Construction of the vertical wall lining system and associated engineering works.  

 

1.2 The proposed site was approved for the development of a hazardous landfill (cell and facility), 

however was never put into practice. The cell was excavated and partially lined, however, as 

stated in the PDS, no hazardous waste was ever disposed of at this location.  

 

1.3 According to the PDS, the area was being used for the storage of RDF, which as of December 

2019, 47,900m3 of RDF material and circa 316,000m3 of rock have been removed for disposal, 

have been sent to licensed facilities for disposal.  

 

1.4 The aim is to optimise the land use, within the Maghtab Environmental Complex, by re-purposing 

an already committed site - the hazardous waste cell and facility having a site area of c. 29,570 

m2, with a volume of circa 155,500m3 to a non-hazardous landfill. This change of use will 

accommodate circa 1.8 million cubic metres of landfill void space, approximately equivalent to 

3.5 years of landfilling.  

 

 



1.5 The project is being proposed in light that the remaining void space at the Ghallis non-hazardous 

landfill is currently limited. To date, the remaining void space is of c. 381,000m3 which will last till 

the end of 2020, depending on the actual rate of infilling. Measures within the Maghtab 

Environmental Complex have been put in place to increase the void space, including the 

introduction of specialised engineering techniques to increase the steepness of the profile of the 

eastern side of the Ghallis landfill. PA 1586/18 also envisaged that the waste to be used in the 

recontouring, must be compatible with the technology used. Such engineering works shall extend 

the Ghallis landfill lifetime by around 9 to 12 months, thus increasing the available void space by 

circa 315,000m3. 

 

 

2. Site Context 

 

2.1 The site form part of the area designated as ‘Existing Landfill Site’ in Map SE1 – Overall Strategy 

Map of the Central Malta Local Plan, 2006. 

 

2.2 The site, illustrated in red in Figure 2, is located within an existing waste management site, i.e. 

the Maghtab environmental complex. The predominant land use in the area are related to waste 

management, undeveloped areas (such as natural areas, mainly coastal steppe, and limited 

pockets of maquis vegetation, disturbed land or agricultural fields) and residences.  

 

2.3 Appendix A of the PDS presents 11 photomontages using the same Zone of Visual Influence 

used in the impact assessment of the Maghtab Environmental Complex as approved for the Malta 

North Facilities (PA 02342/06 and PA 00964/11).  

 

The already existing landfill complex (i.e the Maghtab environmental complex) provides a 

backdrop for most viewpoints. The proposed landfill will be visible from various viewpoints such 

as Wardija; Triq il-Qawra promenade, Bugibba; Triq-il-Luzzu, Qawra, facing Salina bay; from 

adjacent to Coastline Hotel; from the farm to the north of Ghallis landfill; Sqaq tax-Xaqquf, 

Ghargur; Triq Ghaxqet l-Ghajn, Ghargur; Triq John Adye, T’Alla u Ommu; and Triq l-Imsaqqfin, 

Mosta.  

 

3. Site History  

 
The site was previously subject to the following planning application: 

 PA/04252/03: Development of landfill at Ghallis Ta` Gewwa. Site at, Il-Ghallies ta' Gewwa, 

Naxxar. This application has been shelved 

 PA/04834/04: Development of controlled landfill and ancillary facilities. Site at, Il-Ghallies 

ta' Gewwa, Naxxar. This application has been approved 

 PA/00964/11: Amendments to PA 4834/04 including sanctioning of variations. Site at, Il-

Ghallies ta' Gewwa, Naxxar, Malta. This application has been approved.  

 PA/03447/14: Construction of circulation road within landfills complex. Sites at, Ghallies / 

Zejra Landfills, Triq Il- Kosta, Bahar Ic-Caghaq, Naxxar, Malta. This application has been 

approved. 

 PA 06753/17: Erection of 1st floor (Class 4A, Offices) over existing Ground Floor. Site at 

Operations Building, Ta' Zwejra, Mghatab Complex, Il-Maghtab, Naxxar, Malta. This 

application has been approved. 

 PA/04602/19: Extension to existing office building (Class 4a) and sanctioning of elevations. 

Site at Administration Building - Magtab Complex, Triq il-Kosta, Il-Maghtab, Naxxar. This 

application is still awaiting recommendation.  



 
 

Figure 1: Site plan :- Orange – original cell boundary, Light Blue - extension of ex-hazardous facility, Dark Blue - extension into road 

to be used for access, Red (Dotted) – boundary of Maghtab env complex (Source: PDS - October 2019) 

 

 

Figure 2: The Maghtab Environmental Complex :- Maghtab landfill rehabilitation and associated lagoons (light blue),Zwejra 

Landfill (dark blue), hazardous cell (currently used as RDF storage – red), Malta North AD plant (green) and Malta North MTP & Bulky 

Line (orange). (Source: PDS - October 2019)  



 

Figure 3: Orthophoto illustrating (i) site boundary; (ii) Blue area A: MT0000007: ‘Is-Salni’; and (iii) Blue area B: MT0000008: 
‘L-Ghadira s-Safra’  

4. Screening Criteria  

 

4.1 EIA Screening   

 

The proposed development falls under the scope of Schedule I Category II Section 5.0.2.1 

(Installations or sites for disposal or incineration of wste, not falling within Category I) of the EIA 

Regulations (S.L. 549.46). 

 

4.2 Appropriate Assessment Screening  

 
The proposal lies within the following Special Area of Conservation – MT0000007: ‘Is-Salini’ and 

MT0000008: ‘L-Ghadira s-Safra’ as declared through the provisions of the Flora, Fauna and Natural 

Habitats Regulations of 2006 (S.L. 549.44). 

 

 

4.3 Documents used for screening: 

 

 Project Description Statement (PDS),was referred to ERA by the applicant in  October 2019. 

Subsequently various revisions dating February 2020 (v2.2) and April 2020 (v2.5) were also 

submitted.  

 The final version of the PDS (v2.6) was referred to ERA on 6th May 2020, directly by the 

applicant. 

  



II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL  

 

5. Assessment of Impacts and Ancillary Considerations  

(Screening in terms of Schedule III of the EIA Regulations, S.L. 549.46) 

 

Land Use 

 

The site already forms part of the Maghtab Environmental Complex and was approved for the 

development of a hazardous landfill (cell and facility) via PA 4834/04. The site per se has also been 

partially excavated for the latter; however, the said project was never made operational. In this regard, 

the proposal involves a change of use from a hazardous to a non-hazardous facility and therefore no 

new land take-up is expected. No significant environmental impacts are envisaged during construction.  

 

The operational phase of the project involves the filling with c. 1.8million m3 of non-hazardous waste, 

not including 30,000m3 of baled waste that will be part of the construction process. No finite resources 

will be used in this proposal. Given that the site forms part of a waste management complex, no 

significant environmental impacts are envisaged. 

 

Visual Impact  

 

The photomontages in the PDS illustrate the already approved volumes, which are still to be infilled; 

the landfill recontoruing approved via PA 01586/18 (referred above in Section 1.2 above); and the 

landfill volumes proposed through this application (i.e. PA 03144/19). In this regard, this screening is 

assessing the visual impacts likely to be generated from this proposal. The  PDS states that ‘the landfill 

mass (and indicative restoration levels) have already been considered as part of the development 

permitting process that approved the landfill complex including the hazardous cell. The extension of the 

approved cell is towards the south and centre of the landfill complex; consequently, the visual massing 

of this extension is largely masked by existing and/or approved restoration levels.’ In this regard, given 

that the proposed site is already committed to waste management activities, no significant 

environmental impacts are envisaged.  

 

Waste 

 

Circa 25,900m3 of RDF material present on site will be exported. Additionally, circa 638,000m3 of rock 

is to be excavated from the site to accommodate c. 1.8 million cubic meter of non-hazardous waste. 

Given that the site forms part of a waste management complex, the excavated material needs to be 

tested according to Annex III of the Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC) to determine the 

hazardous nature of the material. The fate of the excavated material depends on the above mentioned 

testing and the its quality.  

 

Should the material be considered adequate for reuse (as proposed in the PDS), it can either be used 

as a constituent in the concrete production or for another use within the construction industry. However, 

should this material be disposed or used as in backfilling of quarries, a significant impact may be 

envisaged; however, according to the PDS this is considered as a last resort.  

 

Should the excavated material be considered adequate for reuse (as proposed in the PDS), it can either 

be used as a constituent in the concrete production or for another use within the construction industry. 

A significant impact is likely if the said excavated material is disposed or used as in backfilling of 

quarries. The PDS however states that ‘Using such material for the backfill of quarries will only be 

chosen as a last resort’. 
 

 



Noise and Vibrations 

 

The inert material generated during the excavation process may be crushed and reused within other 

development projects within or directly adjacent to the Maghtab Environmental Complex, or as daily 

cover on the landfill tip faces or restoration contouring.  

 

Noise and vibrations generated from the operations mentioned above are not considered to be 

significant, given that the closest sensitive receptors are located more than 500m away from the site. 

In this regard, no significant environmental impacts are envisaged from a noise perspective.  

 

Ecology   

 

The project is located c. 800m away from two Special Areas of Conservation, mentioned in section 4.2 

above. The sites are dominated by coastal and lagoon Annex I listed habitats.  

 

Given that the proposed site is already committed to waste management activities and lies within an 

area which has already been approved for a landfill, the proposal is not expected to have a direct impact 

on the biodiversity within the surrounding area, no significant environmental impacts are envisaged.  

 

Dust, odours and groundwater  

 

Dust will be generated during both the excavation and construction/operational phases of the proposal. 

Odours, ground and groundwater leachate contamination are expected during the 

construction/operational phase of the proposal. Although these impacts are expected to be comparable 

to those of the existing non-hazardous landfill operations currently approved.  

 

During operation and post-construction, should the integrity of the basal landfill liner be compromised; 

the leachate retention system would fail. An increase in landfill space may contribute to further leachate 

in the area. 

 

With respect to the above, as long as the operations and the proposal is in compliance with the Waste 

Management (landfill) Regulations (S.L.549.29) and mitigation measures laid down in the IPPC permit 

such impacts are not likely to be significant. Additionally the engineering measures mentioned in section 

1.1 above and mitigation measures listed in the PDS, including covering waste daily with inert material 

or geosynthetic layer shall minimise nuisances and associated hazards arising from the landfill.  

 

 

Screening Outcome  

 

The screening above identifies that no significant impacts are envisaged in terms of land use, visual 
amenity, noise and vibrations, and ecology given the location of the site. With regards to the risk to 
population and human health and the surrounding environment, no significant impacts are likely as long 
as the proposal follows the necessary legal compliance and operations.   

With regards to waste, the impact significance may vary depending on the nature and quality of the 
excavated material.  

The above screening concluded that the environmental impacts of the proposed development are 
unlikely to be significant on the environment to the point of warranting an EIA in accordance with the 
EIA Regulations, 2017 (S.L.549.46), various preventive and/or mitigation measures are duly 
incorporated into the mainstream development consent mechanism and mitigated by means of 
conditions and reserved matters (addressing points of detail that do not affect the overall merits) in the 
development permit. 

 



6. AA Screening (in terms of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Regulations, 

S.L.549.44):  

In view of the impacts identified in the screening above, the proposal is not expected to have any 

significant impacts on the integrity of the habitats, species, and the Natura 2000 site given the location 

and nature of the proposal.  No further assessment in terms of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats 

Regulations, 2006 (S.L. 549.44) is considered necessary. 

 

III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD 

 

The proposal is part of a national waste management facility and there is the recurrent issue to increase 

the waste volume capacity. In this regard, the absence of a comprehensive plan for the Magħtab waste 

management complex is of concern from an environmental point of view, particularly when noting that 

ad hoc site-specific commitments in the absence of a more holistic picture may be displacing other 

interventions (related to the waste management complex itself) onto undeveloped lands nearby. Hence, 

ERA is requesting the submission of a long-term strategy plan for the Magħtab waste management 

complex. 

 

The above screening concluded that the environmental impacts of the proposed development are 
unlikely to be significant on the environment to the point of warranting an EIA, as long as works are 
compliant with the Waste Management (landfill) Regulation (S.L.549.29) and other relevant 
Regulations.  

In this regard, ERA does not object to the proposal from an environmental point of view, and no further 
EIA and AA studies are required, subject to the issue of the IPPC permit from ERA and conditions 
annexed to this document. 

 

Screening Disclaimer  

The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to 

any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should 

the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this 

submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened 

 

 


