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Environmental Impact Assessment 

Screening according to Schedule III of S.L. 549.46 

 

 
 

ERA Reference no.: EA/00049/20 

PA Reference no.: PA/07916/20 

Project Title: Construction of a batching plant to reclaim a disused quarry 
including part sanctioning. 

Location: Bonello, Off Triq Tas-Sejba,Tal-Madorba, Tas-Sejba, Mqabba 

Screening date: February 2021 

  _ 

 

 
I. BACKGROUND 

1. Outline of Proposal 

 
1.1 The proposed development is intended to be accommodated in an exhausted part of 

Quarry No. 59 (Permitted Quarry Area about 38600 m2, Permitted Quarry Depth 74m 
amsl. The site area for the proposed development is about 2100 m2 (Figure 1; Photo 
1-2). 
 

1.2 The applicant intends to construct a concrete batching plant and ancillary storage and 
facilities to produce concrete to be transported to different building sites (Figure 2). 
 

1.3 The dimensions of the plant will be about 12m x 6m x 4m. The concrete batching plant 
will have two cement silos with a capacity of 340 tonnes each. The proposed 
development will be below street level. The plant will operate in batches of about 3.5m3

 

per batch. 
 

1.4 The site is within a large quarrying complex, which at the moment has the permits to 
accept, reuse and recycle C&D waste (PA 4110/16). The proposed batching plant will 
work in conjunction with this facility. 
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Figure 1. Orthophoto of the project site. (Source: PA Geoserver). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@era.org.mt


Annex I 
 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Batching plant (Source: E-Apps as per document number 1m) 
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Photo 1. Batching plan: site access and site (Source: E-Apps) 
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Photo 2. Project’s site (Source: Site visit held on 2nd February 2021) 
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2. Site context 
 

2.1 The site is located Off Triq Tas-Sejba,Tal-Madorba, Tas-Sejba, Mqabba. 
The site abuts other operational/disused soft stone quarries, in an area renowned for 
quarrying activity and good quality mineral resource. To the northeast of the site some 
400m away is the Malta International Airport runway. The nearest residential properties 
are about 300m from the site boundary (Figure 3). 
 

2.2 The surrounding area mainly consists of agricultural land, mainly for the cultivation of 
fodder.  No sites of ecological, scientific or archaeological importance, are near or likely 
to be affected by the proposed development. 
 

2.3 The site falls within the Aquifer Protection Zone (MA 3 SMLP). 
 

2.4 The site also lies in the vicinity of the ‘L-Ajruport ta’ Hal-Luqa’ Bird Sanctuary, scheduled 
under L.N. 41/03. This represents a nominal environmental constraint and is not related 
to environmental protection. In view of this, the latter shall not be taken into account 
when assessing impacts. 

 

 
Figure 3. Land use and surrounding features (Source: PDS). 

 

3. Case history 
 

3.1 This site has been previously subject to the following Planning applications: 
 

- PA/02662/00 - Extension to existing quarry. Application approved. 

- PA/00752/06 - Renewal of application PA 2662/00. Application approved. 

- PA/07236/16 - To construct basement class 6A warehouses and an overlying 
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landscaped parking. Application withdrawn. 

- PA/04110/16 - Proposed recycling plant for construction and demolition waste 

including plastics/wood/metal and glass generated from same activity, ancillary 

storage, HGV parking and overlying equestrian facilities (category E, Class 5B 

use). Although ERA recommended a refusal of this proposal, being  in conflict with 

the conditions issued for PA 2662/00 and PA 752/06 respectively, which stated that 

once the quarry was disused, it would have been reverted back to agricultural 

fields, it was nevertheless approved by the Planning Authority. 

- PA/03334/19 - Application to construct a batching plant to reclaim a disused quarry. 

Sanctioning of part garages’ walls. Application withdrawn. 

 

4. Screening Criteria 

4.1 EIA Screening 

(citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise specified): 

 
The proposed development falls under the scope of Schedule I, Category II Section 9.0.2.3 

(restoration and after-use of existing or disused quarries or mines, other than for restoration 

of the site back to its pristine state) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (S.L. 

549.46). Therefore, the proposal was also screened in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 
5. Documents used for screening 

 
a. Project Description Statement (PDS), referred to ERA on 13th November 2020 

(PA/07916/20) as per docs 1i-j. 
b. Orthophoto of the project site (Geoserver, PA); 
c. Site Plan (doc 1m on E-Apps); 
d. Photos (docs 1a-d on E-Apps); 
e. Site Visit held on 2nd February 2021. 

 
 
 

II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL 

 
6. Assessment of Impacts and Ancillary Considerations 

(Screening in terms of Schedule III of the EIA Regulations, S.L. 549.46) 
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Land use 

 

6.1 Within site premises, there is some land used for agricultural purposes and is worth 
noting that impacts related to quarrying activities namely, dust generation and 
dispersion have contributed to the abandonment of such land where agricultural yields 
and crop quality have been adversely affected. However, such impacts associated with 
soft stone quarrying do not tend to spread for more than a few meters, approximately 
50m-80m. Furthermore, the site is well within an intensively quarried area, and is 
surrounded by quarries on all sides. In view of the site context, no significant impact is 
expected. 
 

6.2 As regards water resources namely groundwater and surface waters, even though the 
site falls within the Aquifer Protection Zone (MA 3 SMLP), the proposed project will not 
have any adverse implications on such natural assets since all precautions are taken 
during construction to eliminate the possibility of leaching.  

 

Natural Heritage 
 

6.3 No sites or designations of ecological, scientific or archaeological importance are near 
and shall be affected by the proposed project.  

 

6.4 Site does not seem to host important or sensitive natural habitats which could be 
affected by the proposed development. In fact, most of the study area is characterized 
by ground cover representative of disturbed habitats from past quarrying activities, 
passage of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) and backfilling operations. 

 

6.5 Within location premises, no protected, important or sensitive species of fauna and flora 
make use of such land. The species inhabiting site precincts are typical of highly 
disturbed environments. As per above, most of the study area is characterized by 
ground cover representative of disturbed habitats from past activities related to 
quarrying and mineral extraction. In addition to this, the deposition of waste 
accumulations, disturbance of surface soil cover, plant and machinery movements as 
well as vehicle flows contribute to the dispersion of opportunistic, ruderal species typical 
of disturbed grounds. Such species have colonized the site and are present all over its 
coverage area.  

 

6.6 In light of the above, no impacts on the natural heritage are being expected. 
 

Waste 

 

6.7 Very little waste will be generated during construction and finishing phases, since the 
PDS indicates that unused materials, such as tiles, can usually be returned to the 
respective suppliers. 
Any other waste will be collected, separated at source and temporarily stored in skips 
to be disposed of or reused and recycled accordingly. 
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6.8 Spill kits will be kept on site and will be used to tackle the very limited chances of 
accidental spillages from machinery or trucks on site. Such protocol will be also used 
during operational phase of the development. The quantities of hazardous liquids are 
negligible, so much so that even if in the remote circumstance that these are not timely 
detected there is no real possibility that leaching occurs. 
 

6.9 In this regard, no significant impacts from the proposed development are envisaged. 

 

Noise and air quality 

 

6.10 The site is surrounded by quarry activities and located away from sensitive receptors, 
thus it is unlikely that any noise generated will have an impact on the existing noise 
climate. However, noise sources from the premises, should not exceed the noise level 
of 5dB(A) during the day (0700 – 2300) and 3dB(A) during the night (2300 – 0700) over 
the existing baseline noise level at the nearest sensitive receptor. it is being suggested 
that a permit condition to this effect is included in view of the possible new type of noise 
sources within the site. 
 

6.11 Noting that Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) will be utilised, it is envisaged that additional 
traffic will be generated by the project during operation which may result in an increase 
of traffic emissions. The impact is unclear in view that the Annual Average Daily Traffic 
(AADT) is required to determine whether an air quality study is requested.  

 
 
 Permitting requirement: 
 

From the submissions provided, the proposal may qualify for an Environmental Permit. 
In this regard, the applicant is to clarify if the batching plant will be operated by the use 
of recycled inert material or by raw material.  

 
 

 

III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD 
 
The above detailed EIA screening concludes that impacts of the development are unlikely to be 
significant to the point of warranting an EIA, in accordance with Regulation 15(3b) of the EIA 
Regulations (S.L. 549.46), as long as various mitigation measures are duly incorporated into 
the mainstream development consent mechanism and mitigated by means of conditions and 
specifications (e.g. approved documents) in the development permit.  
 
Although ERA recommended a refusal of this proposal, being  in conflict with the conditions 
issued for PA 2662/00 and PA 752/06 respectively, which stated that once the quarry was 
disused, it would have been reverted back to agricultural fields, it was nevertheless approved 
by the Planning Authority. In light of the above, ERA does not have any objections on the 
present proposal in view that the principle of the use has been established through the said 
approved development permit. 
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The following details are required for conclusion of the screening: 
- The expected increase in traffic flows in Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT), in 

view that Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) will be utilised. 
- Clarification as to whether the batching plant will be operated by the use of recycled 

inert material or by raw material, so as to determine whether the proposal requires 
an Environmental Permit 
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