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1.0  Introduction 

1.1 This Project Description Statement (PDS) has been prepared on behalf of 

Mr. Anton Camilleri efe ed to he ei  as the Appli a t  to serve as 

planning justification for the proposal which is the subject of a Full 

Development Planning Application (Tracking No.  239791) seeking consent 

for an extension of an existing quarry (Quarry no. 71) at T i  ta  Wied 

Ħanżir, Siġġie i. 

1.2 The area has been the subject of a number of studies and permits for 

mineral extraction, given its long history of quarrying.  PA541/00, PA997/01 

and PA/04242/08 are amongst the quarries and extensions approved in the 

immediate area.  Older, abandoned quarries exist which area not 

exhausted and can be reused for mineral extraction, given that the quality 

of the resource is very good.  The site for the proposed extension to Quarry 

no. 71, measures around 3,240m2.  The new extension will be excavated to 

the same level that the neighbouring quarrying areas have or are planned 

to be. 

1.3 The progressive restoration of Quarry 71 will follow the approved 

parameters established in PA4242/08. 

1.4 The applicant owns and operates quarry no. 71 and has been involved in a 

number of quarrying in the area and elsewhere.  The application under 

consideration is an extension to the existing quarry and no new access 

arrangements would be necessary given that this will be secured through 

the existing quarry complex.  The whole study area has experienced mineral 

extraction for several decades, particularly for the good quality stone and 

the demand for white soft-stone used for facades, ornamental stone 

products and features, restoration work and similar undertakings. 

1.5 Experience has shown that there are ample reserves of mineral resource in 

the area, which has important characteristics of consistency in terms of 

quality and colour.  The Local Plan area is characterised by large complexes 

of soft stone quarries and a few hardstone quarries.  There are four 

hardstone quarries and 51 soft stone quarries in the plan area.  The Local 

Plan envisages the optimal use of the existing quarries will be encouraged 

together with the gradual restoration programme for after use.  Although 

mineral extraction exerts significant pressure on the surrounding 

environment, in terms of dust emissions and degradation of the 

surrounding environment, it is important not to sterilise important 

resource.  Indeed, the spirit of planning policy seeks to safeguard mineral 

resources from sterilisation in areas of known or suspected mineral 
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reserves.  The expansion of quarries in these areas, would encourages the 

full use of the existing site and merging of adjacent sites rather than new 

mineral extraction sites.  This is reiterated in the Minerals Subject Study.  

The quarries will be restored once existing resources is exhausted.   

1.6 The proposal is not likely to give rise to significant impacts in respect to 

noise, vibration, dust, and nor it is likely to generate high amounts of traffic 

or operate at unusual times.   The key impacts relate to the loss of 

agricultural land which is bound on three sides by quarrying activity.  

Although there may be a temporary change in the landscape as a result of 

the mineral extraction, this would be against the backdrop of other active 

quarries in the area, which have been part of the landscape for several 

decades.  Consequently, the progressive restoration of the area, once the 

mineral resource extraction is exhausted will mitigate the effects of the 

quarrying activity and enhance the landscape.  Although, agricultural land 

will be lost, no fragmentation will occur, and no good agricultural land will 

be lost. 

1.7 Dust and air emissions are not significant and will not affect any sensitive 

receptors.  The entity of these emissions on the surrounding agriculture and 

ecology will be no different from that currently experienced.  Soft stone 

quarrying does not involve any notable noise outside the boundaries of the 

site. 

1.8 Intrinsic to the quarrying activity is the extraction of minerals, hence the 

impact on geology is one which cannot be mitigated.  Notwithstanding, the 

thickness of the Soll bed beneath the projected deepest layer of the quarry 

is considered more than adequate to protect the mean sea level aquifer. 

1.9 The long history of quarrying in the area, is such that the sensitive receptors 

and wildlife have been accustomed to the anticipated impacts, thus no 

noticeable ecological impacts are anticipated. 

1.10 Plans and general appearance of the proposal is given in Appendix One.   

1.11 Where possible baseline investigations have been prepared in accordance 

with the subsidiary legislation and regulations with a view to mitigate the 

impacts of the proposed development and provide ample information to 

the assessment team, in order to assist the latter and enable them to have 

a good understanding of all aspects of the proposed scheme.  

1.12 The development site and the study area considered in this study has been 

identified in Figure One.  It is anticipated that this document provides a 

basis for discussion, which may gradually evolve into detailed architectural, 

planning, environmental and engineering studies should the competent 

authorities deem this necessary.  The report strives to provide enough 

information to make sure that impacts generated are easily anticipated and 

further studies are not envisaged. 
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F IG URE  O NE –  S IT E L OCA T IO N  
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2.0  Applicants’  Details  

 

2.1 The application has been submitted by Mr. A. Camilleri (referred to herein 

as the Appli a t .  The applicant has been involved in quarrying activity 

for most of his adult life and has become a major player in the construction 

industry through the setting up of his group of companies. 

2.2 With o e  26 ea s of e pe ie e, the appli a t s po tfolio ranges from 

commercial developments, village core residential developments, to high 

end sea-front villa type apartments.   
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3.0  The Proposal  

3.1 The proposal seeks to extend the existing quarry (Quarry no. 71) at Triq 

Wied Ħa żi  to the south as indicated in Appendix 1.  The site is along the 

slops of Wied Xkora and Wied Sillani, which have a gentle inclined to low 

vertical cliffs in Lower Globigerina Limestone.  Based on other studies in the 

area, PA541/00, PA997/01 and PA 4242/08, the extraction activities will 

stop at the Soll layer, leaving a thickness of at least 15m to the top of the 

Lower Coralline  Limestone Member, with a further 55m to sea level in the 

Lower Coralline Limestone and consequently the Mean Sea Level Aquifer 

(MSLA).  There are no perched aquifers in the area, since the lithology 

normally overlying the Globigerina Limestone (especially Blue Clay) has not 

been preserved.   

3.2 The study area has been experiencing soft stone quarrying for several 

decades and as such the proposed extension is not expected to result in 

noticeable adverse impacts.  The site is farther that the 300m buffer of the 

Tal-Ħa u a Borehole – WSC fresh water borehole, at the edge of the 300m 

of the Wied Sallani watercourse, as per Planning Authority GeoPortal and 

more than 900m from the residential area.  The methods of mineral 

extraction have remained largely unchanged in soft stone quarrying.  This 

type of quarrying is known to generate little noise and will as a 

consequence not have any perceivable impact on the sensitive receptors, 

nor likely to be heard beyond the site precincts.  Similarly, these quarries 

so not generate more than 10 HGV movements per day, which shall not 

increase as a result of the proposed extension. 

3.3 It is important to secure the continuation of the mineral extension in the 

area, given the quality of the stone and the need for a steady supply of 

stone for the construction industry, consistent with the principle of 

sustainable development, whilst maintaining the best balance between 

social, economic and environmental costs.  Extensions to existing quarries 

will consolidate quarrying activity and curtail the proliferation of such an 

activity where this does not exist.   

3.4 Despite concrete bricks, steel and their products have become more 

popular and choice building materials for many of the new buildings, the 

use of globigerina limestone is still in demand for its colour, quality and 

ability to be worked into decorative products. 

3.5 The Siġġie i White Franka Stone, extracted from the study area, is 

particularly sought after for its light coloured, and relatively unblemished 

qualities.  Assuming that the licensed depth is of uniform good quality 

(which is unlikely), about 20% of soft stone is lost through the cutting 

process and waste cuts due to faults, fissures and impurities in the rock. 

3.6 Assuming the annual average production of 11,000m3 of stone and the 

70,000m3 of resource, the proposed extension reserves would last for 

around seven years. 
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3.7 The importance of the Siġġie i White F a ka Sto e, and the demand for 

such a high-quality mineral resource, is such, that without adequate supply, 

the building industry and the activities sustained by it through the 

multiplier effect may be adversely affected.  The need to ensure a 

continued, steady supply of quality dimension stone is very important and 

should be safeguarded. 

3.8 In terms of minimising environmental impacts, as mentioned earlier, it is 

always more disable to extract mineral resources from an existing quarry 

area by extending existing quarries of proven yield and quality, rather than 

establishing new quarries in areas that have never been exploited before.  

This would make sure, environmental impacts associated with quarrying be 

confined to areas which have historically accommodated quarrying, thus 

previously disturbed, and allowing restoration of such areas be planned in 

an orderly, phased fashion.  This follows the principles of planning policy 

since the early 1990s and is in line with the principles of sustainable 

development. 

3.9 The proposal will allow a supply of quality dimension stone, fines (xaħx) and 

screed (torba), together with the possibility of aggregate (through the 

crushing of waste cuts) used in lean mix for road construction substrates. 

 

ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES 

3.10 In terms of economic objectives, the applicant has studied a number of 

possibilities and has identified market demand and trends, assisted but 

other businesses he runs in the area.  The applicant has demonstrated to 

possess the business acumen to develop the o pa s holdi gs into a 

profitable business.   

 

PROJECT FEASIBILITY 

3.11 The importance of the Siġġie i White F a ka Sto e, and the demand for 

such a high-quality mineral resource, is such, that without adequate supply, 

the building industry and the activities sustained by it through the 

multiplier effect may be adversely affected.  The need to ensure a 

continued, steady supply of quality dimension stone is very important and 

should be safeguarded. 

3.12 Considering other quarries in the area, good quality stone in the area is 

about 23m thick.  The region contains some of the best quality stone 

resource in the Maltese Islands, hence the prevalence of franka stone 

quarries, which will secure the feasibility of the proposed extension, given 
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the demand of this type of stone, and the fact that quarrying in the area 

has been established for several decades. 

 

SOCIAL OBJECTIVES 

3.13 As is indicated above the proposed development will not have any 

noticeable adverse impact on the quality of life of people in its 

surroundings.  On the contrary, the development may result in new 

employment opportunities for the local communities. 
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4.0  Project Phasing  

4.1 Given the scale and nature of the project, it is believed that it will be 

developed in one single phase.    
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5.0  Alternatives  

5.1 As in all real estate developments location is fundamental and very 

important.  The location of the site, its accessibility, connections and the 

general increase of this development type in the area, replacing previous 

developments and new builds, were behind the decision to develop the site 

in question and no alternatives to this prime location have been 

considered. 

5.2 The area has been the subject of a number of studies and permits for 

mineral extraction, given its long history of quarrying.  PA541/00, PA997/01 

and PA/04242/08 are amongst the quarries and extensions approved in the 

immediate area.  Older, abandoned quarries exist which area not 

exhausted and can be reused for mineral extraction, given that the quality 

of the resource is very good.  The site for the proposed extension to Quarry 

no. 71, measures around 3,240m2.  The new extension will be excavated to 

the same level that the neighbouring quarrying areas have or are planned 

to be. 

5.3 The applicant owns and operates quarry no. 71 and has been involved in a 

number of quarrying in the area and elsewhere.  The application under 

consideration is an extension to the existing quarry and no new access 

arrangements would be necessary given that this will be secured through 

the existing quarry complex.  The whole study area has experienced mineral 

extraction for several decades, particularly for the good quality stone and 

the demand for white soft-stone used for facades, ornamental stone 

products and features, restoration work and similar undertakings. 

5.4 Experience has shown that there are ample reserves of mineral resource in 

the area, which has important characteristics of consistency in terms of 

quality and colour.  The Local Plan area is characterised by large complexes 

of soft stone quarries and a few hardstone quarries.  There are four 

hardstone quarries and 51 soft stone quarries in the plan area.  The Local 

Plan envisages the optimal use of the existing quarries will be encouraged 

together with the gradual restoration programme for after use.  Although 

mineral extraction exerts significant pressure on the surrounding 

environment, in terms of dust emissions and degradation of the 

surrounding environment, it is important not to sterilise important 

resource.  Indeed, the spirit of planning policy seeks to safeguard mineral 

resources from sterilisation in areas of known or suspected mineral 

reserves.  The expansion of quarries in these areas, would encourages the 

full use of the existing site and merging of adjacent sites rather than new 

mineral extraction sites.  This is reiterated in the Minerals Subject Study.  

The quarries will be restored once existing resources is exhausted.   

5.5 Clearly no other sites outside that available to the applicant was 

considered, particularly in terms of minimising environmental impacts, as 

mentioned earlier, it is always more disable to extract mineral resources 

from an existing quarry area by extending existing quarries of proven yield 
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and quality, rather than establishing new quarries in areas that have never 

been exploited before.  This would make sure, environmental impacts 

associated with quarrying be confined to areas which have historically 

accommodated quarrying, thus previously disturbed, and allowing 

restoration of such areas be planned in an orderly, phased fashion.  This 

follows the principles of planning policy since the early 1990s and is in line 

with the principles of sustainable development. 
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6.0 Surrounding land uses  

6.1 The development site lies to the east of the locality of Siġġie i, amongst 

several other operational and disused soft stone quarries.  Some of the land 

in between these quarries at the immediate vicinity is used for agriculture, 

predominantly fodder, potatoes and onions.  As a consequence of 

quarrying activity, yields may be low or negatively impacted.  The site has 

only fallow fields which have been abandoned through the years. 

6.2 There are no sites of ecological importance, scientific interest or 

archaeological, architectural, cultural or historic importance within a 500m 

radius.  The site falls gently towards the valley into Wied Xkora/Wied Ħa żi  

about 200m to the south east of the farthest site boundary. 

6.3 All neighbouring land uses have been identified in Figure Two. 

6.4 A site investigation was carried out to gather information on land cover and 

the related ecological characteristics of the site and its environs, revealed 

no particularly sensitive habits or species that merit protection.  Most of 

the species found by author through a number of site visits, are typical of 

disturbed habitats. 
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F IG URE  T WO  –  E X IST ING  LA ND  US ES  

  

PA/05246/20 - 53d - Valid - Ryan Busuttil - on behalf of Environment and Resources Authority - 16/11/2020

53d

Page 13 of 28



Project Description Statement   Proposed extension to Soft Stone Quarry No. 71, Siġġiewi  

13 | P a g e  

Bjorn Bonello  

7.0  Utilities  

7.1 The site is connected to the existing power grid, water supply and 

telephone networks, which are already available in the area through Quarry 

71. 

7.2 The proposed development will not necessitate any additional 

infrastructural works that would require any utility service provider. 
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8.0 Employment  

8.1 The proposed development is expected to employ a number (6-10) of full 

time and part time employees.  The project may also have result in 

increased employment opportunities in the nearby localities, given that the 

company employs individuals with varying capabilities and areas of 

expertise. 

8.2 On-site operating hours are expected to be from 0500 to 1330.  The site 

never operates during hours of darkness, although the site may have 

security personnel on site at all times. 
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9.0 Operations on site  

9.1 The site lies within the soft stone quarry belt that spans the limits of Qormi 

(Ħa da ) in the north to Mqabba/Qrendi to the east and is locally in an 

area best known for the much sought-after white globigerina dimension 

stones known as Siġġie i white Franka stone . 

9.2 The site lies entirely on the upper beds of the Lower Globigerina Limestone 

Member of the Globigerina Limestone Formation.  The member is about 20 

to 30 metres thick. 

9.3 The proposed extension will involve the removal of overburden and the 

extraction of dimension stone.  The machinery and methods of vertical and 

horizontal cutting has not changed much in the last decades.  It is estimated 

that with the current demand the extension will have enough resource for 

7-8 years, extending the life of the whole quarry it makes part of.  There is 

also the possibility to access and exploit mineral resource in the area which 

also includes pasts of abandoned disused quarries which still have valuable 

resource. 

9.4 The limestone harvested in this area is mainly used in traditional building 

block production, cut to order and used for special stone work and 

ornamental products such as sculptures, columns, balustrades, facades, 

corbels and other products that fetch higher prices. 

9.5 Prior to commencement of quarrying dimension stone, the overburden will 

be removed and shifted into Quarry 71, where the material may be used 

for backfilling and restoration.  Topsoil will be conserved appropriately.  Soil 

stripping operations are performed by means of a large mechanical shovel, 

loaded and carted of within the quarry area (no. 71) for eventual reuse.   

9.6 Some overburden many be used on site for the formation of new ramps 

leading to other parts of the quarry, in order to allow easy access. 

9.7 The working of the quarry will utilise powered cutting machines that run on 

rails and cut by means of circular saw blades set either vertical or 

horizontally.  The cut stone is allowed to cure before being dressed and 

loaded via conveyor belt onto HGVs or stockpiled for eventual loading.  

Handling of normal sized stone is done manually, while larger blocks are 

produced on order. 

9.8 Rain water runoff in soft stone quarries is traditionally handled by lowering 

one end of the quarry to act as a soak away for the extension.  The 

extension will be cut on a slight incline towards the existing abutting quarry 

which will therefore serve as a soak away. 

 

9.9 All practical measures shall be applied to reduce waste as much as possible, 

for obvious financial and environment protection considerations.  Careful 

consideration of the Best Practicable Environmental Options (BPEO) has 
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been made.  The BPEO has been introduced and defined by the Royal 

Co issio  o  E i o e tal Pollutio  as the optio  that provides the 

most benefits or the least damage to the environment, as a whole, at 

a epta le ost, i  the lo g te  as ell as the sho t te .  Most of the 

waste generated in the quarry as part of the cutting operations will be used 

in the backfilling and restoration of the said quarry. 

9.10 Once the overburden has been removed and the surface levelled, parallel 

rails are laid along the alignment of the first cut.  The cutting machine is 

mounted and prepared to cut the blocks to dimension.  The process is 

repeated across the working area, cutting blocks horizontally and lifted 

from the bed.  Blocks are normally of 180mm/230mm by 555mm. 

9.11 Access to the proposed quarry extension is through Triq Wied Ħa żi , via 

the same existing access of quarry no. 71.  The quarry will continue to be 

used and minerals harvested to the licensed depth, until all the area is 

levelled. 

9.12 All on-site personnel will be made aware of the health and safety 

requirements.  Site safety information will be disseminated and best 

practice routines employed.  The security building will have all the 

necessary first aid equipment in case of emergencies, together with 

emergency telephone numbers.  Hand held fire extinguishers, sand buckets 

and spill kits will be installed at strategic areas.   

9.13 Any waste will be collected, separated at source and temporarily stored in 

skips to be disposed of or reused accordingly. 

9.14 The electricity requirement will be satisfied through 3-Phase power supply.   

9.15 Spill kits will be kept on site and will be used to tackle the very limited 

chances of accidental spillages from machinery or trucks on site (EWC 13 

02 04* - mineral based chlorinated, engine, gear and lubricating oils, 13 02 

05* - non mineral based chlorinated engine, gear and lubricating oils, 13 02 

06* - synthetic engine, gear and lubricating oils, 13 02 07* -readily 

biodegradable engine, gear and lubricating oils, 13 02 08* - other engine, 

gear and lubricating oils, 13 07 01* - fuel oil and diesel, 13 07 02* - petrol, 

13 07 03 -other fuels including mixtures).  Such protocol will also be 

adopted during the operational phase of the development.  The quantities 

of these hazardous liquids are negligible, so much so that even if in the 

remote circumstance that these are not timely detected there is no real 

possibility that leaching occurs. 

9.16 Keeping in mind the site context, all practical measures will be taken to 

reduce the possibility of carrying of mud from site onto the public roads, 

until the ground is stabilised.  Should the need arise appropriate wheel 

washing facilities (power washing), placed at the site access and ensure the 

wheels are clean of mud.  Although not anticipated, a programme for 

regular (daily) cleaning of the approach roads may be implemented.  This 

will be done in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental 
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Management Construction Site Regulations (Legal Notice 295/2007) 

governing this aspect of the works. 

9.17 Works will be carried out as per permit conditions and regulations.  

9.18 Noise levels shall be within acceptable levels in accordance with BS 5228: 

Part 1: 1984: Noise Control on Construction and Open Sites – Code of 

Practice for Basic Information and Procedure for Noise Control.  In line with 

existing legislation in order to reduce noise emissions from construction 

machinery, all equipment will be provided with effective silencers and 

noise-suppression devices as prescribed by law. 

9.19 All Health and Safety protocols will be maintained at all times and to 

prevent unauthorised access on site.  Signs and mentioned provisions shall 

be regularly checked, adequately maintained and updated as necessary. 

9.20 Mobile sanitary facilities will be used, until facilities are constructed on site. 

9.21 Again, one must stress that the drive to reduce, reuse, recycle and recover 

will not be relinquished during the operational stages of the development 

for obvious pecuniary considerations.   

9.22 Any other waste will be collected separately in apposite containers that are 

clearly labelled and stored until they are collected by a licensed waste 

carrier for eventual recycling or disposal.  These i s  ill e ithi  the site 

precincts as they need to be protected from the climatic elements and will 

be adequately bunded and ventilated, as appropriate. 
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MONITORING 

9.23 Monitoring of waste management practices will be conducted by the 

Project Management Team in general adherence to Environmental 

Management Construction Site Regulations.  

9.24 The scope of this report is not to reiterate the contents of the current 

legislation but to indicate the way forward and make sure that practices 

follow best practice.  The prime objective of such regulations, namely the 

Environmental Management Construction Site Regulations, is to limit 

environmental degradation through appropriate construction 

management practices in order to cause least nuisance to neighbours, 

minimising risk to workers and safeguarding private and public property. 

9.25 The Schedules within the Regulations provide requirements for reducing 

nuisance to neighbouring developments through: site notice containing 

details of the owner, site manager, architect, and contractor; conditions for 

cutting of stone on site; transportation of loose material; hazards to 

vehicular traffic; cleaning of the site and its immediate vicinity; rodent 

control; nuisance abatement; and control of dust emissions.  Technical 

guidelines and specifications are also provided for minimisation of noise 

and vibration levels, health and hygiene including waste management, and 

hazardous materials handling. 
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10.0 Access Arrangements  

10.1 Some 10 HGV trips will be made to the site during the day, concentrated in 

the early of the morning, to make sure that the blocks arrive on the sites 

they are needed.  All HGVs are routed along Triq ta  Wied Ħa żi , Triq 

Karlożżu to Triq Mons. Mikiel Azzopardi, the arterial road commonly known 

as the Siġġie i Bypass.  This will avoid the passage of HGVs through the 

residential area, where the passage of HGVs may cause nuisance through 

noise, vibration and dust.  Given the scale of the development, this is not 

believed to be a concern.  Should the need arise, however, it may be 

necessary for the appointed contractor to liaise with the Local Council 

(under the supervision of Local Wardens) to ensure that outbound 

construction vehicles follow the agreed routing, even though this is 

dictated by the traffic management regime.   

10.2 All parking demand will be satisfied on site and no new access 

arrangements are required, other than those indicated on plans.  The 

proposal does not warrant alternative arrangements in terms of transport. 
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11.0 Potential Impacts  

11.1 Notwithstanding, the fact that the proposal is an acceptable after use as 

has been discussed at length, most of the policies on the subject envisage 

that such a development would only be considered favourably if it does not 

give rise to overriding adverse impacts. 

11.2 The potential for adverse environmental and social impacts, associated 

with similar facilities, exists and must be identified.  This report will look 

into these various potential negative externalities and where these are 

indeed a concern, it suggests adequate mitigation measures to address 

such impacts.  Impacts of agricultural land, flora and fauna and social 

impacts arising through odour, noise and visual intrusion have been 

considered in this report. 

11.3 Mineral extraction per se is a destructive and irreversible activity so that no 

amount of mitigation can ever completely eliminate its environmental 

impacts, especially so with regards to the geo-environmental resources, 

which are consumed in the process.  Notwithstanding, compared to other 

mining processes, the environmental impacts of soft stone extraction are 

considered to be minor, and impacts are likely be short-lived, easy to 

predict, observe and curtail, enabling straight forward restoration, without 

complex decontamination protocols, given that materials handled are 

mostly inert. 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE  

11.4 The proposal does not have any adverse impact on any archaeological or 

cultural assets as none are apparent or identified on site or its vicinity.   

 

NATURE CONSERVATION AND LAND TAKE UP 

11.5 There is no established vegetation that merits special protection, 

particularly along the approach roads to the quarry complex.  The 

promulgation of opportunistic, ruderal species has been encouraged by the 

lack of cultivation but these have a short life cycle, propagate readily, and 

are the first to colonise vacated ground and displace local, indigenous 

species. 

11.6 The site is not in the immediate vicinity of public boreholes or underground 

gallery systems of springs which contribute to the natural recharge of 

aquifers which are tapped for drinking water purposes.   

11.7 The most obvious environmental impact of soft stone quarrying, is the 

conversion of land from the previously uses, be it mostly undeveloped 
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agricultural land, to a temporary void in the landscape.  This will result in 

loss of habitat, noise, dust and visual impact. 

11.8 Given that the proposal is an extension of an existing quarry, in an area 

known for the good quality of the soft stone resource, which would not 

involve take up of new associated land with uncertain resource deposits, in 

line with policy governing this subject area, it is considered that the impacts 

are minor.  The change of land use would only be temporary, assuming, 

that once the extraction ceases the site will be restored as agreed in 

approved permit PA/04242/08, for the proposed restoration of quarry in 

phases including extension of same quarry. 

11.9 The site is made of fallow field which have been abandoned for several 

years.  The surrounding agriculture land is sparsely used for the cultivation 

of fodder and seasonal crops, and the quality varies widely and significantly, 

depending on whether fields are actively cared for and tilled and others 

that are fallow.  No areas of good quality agricultural land will be 

permanently lost, and no agricultural land will be fragmented.  As a result 

of the extension, a potential substantial underground facility for storage of 

irrigation water may be created.  Most of the land at and around the site is 

put to low and moderate use and as a result is not yielding the maximum 

crop potential.  Given the investment this would need, it is not likely to be 

upgraded and field will remain largely dependent on rainfall.  

POTENTIAL SPILLAGE OF FUEL, SPENT OILS 

AND BATTERIES 

11.10 The proposal does not involve any storage tanks, or handling of chemicals 

on site and the only possibility of fuel and/or oil spillages will only result 

from the HGVs visiting the site to transport blocks out of the area to the 

sites they would be used in.  Notwithstanding, the very remote possibility, 

spill kits will be kept on site and will be used to tackle the very limited 

chances of accidental spillages on site.  The subsequent charged absorbent 

blankets will be disposed of in an authorised waste disposal facility. 

AIR QUALITY 

11.11 The proposal will not result in the net increase of any airborne particulate 

namely dust from the cutting and harvesting of minerals, from that 

currently experienced. 

11.12 During the extraction process a number of measures will be undertaken to 

mitigate dust generation namely, keeping exposed areas to a minimum, 

controlling or limiting vehicle speeds, vegetating stockpiles of material that 

will be left undisturbed for extended periods of time, limiting the height of 

stockpiles where possible, regularly maintaining roads through grading.  

The resulting waste will be stockpiled for future use in a designated area 

depending on the activity within the quarry at the time. 
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POLLUTION OF THE MEAN SEA LEVEL AQUIFER  

11.13 Based on the baseline from the neighbouring quarries, the floor level of the 

extension will be about 80m above mean sea level, about 15m of this being 

what is commonly referred to as Soll bed of the Lower Globigerina 

Limestone member.  This would normally be more than enough to prevent 

or retard significantly the percolation of any liquids, which may leach into 

the aquifer, serving as an adequate safeguard to the underlying aquifer. 

11.14 Although the presence of staff on site may result in a source of liquid waste 

on site, the number of personnel on site and the use of mobile toilets on 

site is such that there is no possibility that these may pose any threat of 

pollution. 

11.15 Similarly, there will be no bulk storage of fuels, lubricants and chemicals on 

site to cause any concern.  The quarry floor is such that any spills will be 

quickly absorbed by the fines and dust resultant from the cutting 

operations.  The possibility any accidental spills of such liquids, which 

consequently find their way through any fissures in a quantity to pose a 

contamination hazard is too remote to be even considered.  HGVs would 

only access the site for the haulage of stone blocks and will not cause any 

concern. 

11.16 The characteristics of soft stone quarries is being voids and therefore have 

no effect or impact on surface run-off, other than that restricted to the 

underlying rock strata which in this case is insignificant, if any. 

 

NOISE AND VIBRATION  

11.17 No noise will be heard or perceived from the nearest sensitive receptors.  

Soft stone quarries do not use any explosives in their extraction operations.   

VISUAL IMPACT  

11.18 The area has several quarries in the area.  The site may only be visible from 

limited spots.  It is believed that there will be no adverse impact in this 

regard.  Rubble walls in the vicinity of the site, are made out of hewn quarry 

off cuts and damaged stone blocks.  Within this context, and its potential 

impact on the sensitive receptors is minimal and is only noticeable if viewed 

from the southern side of the site within the immediate vicinity. 

11.19 For this reason the impact is considered insignificant when there would be 

no or little change, such that would not be noticeable or perceived.   
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12.0  Summary  

12.1 The report has gone through the main aspects of the development and 

examined the possible impacts of the latter.  It was clearly established that 

the development, is in accordance to the broad objectives of the policy 

document governing the subject matter given the commitments in the 

area. 

12.2 All practical steps have been taken to make sure that the proposed 

development does not have any noticeable impacts on its surroundings.   

12.3 Consequently, we believe that there will be no need of further studies in 

this regard, especially given an understanding of the site, context and the 

focus of the application under consideration. 

12.4 The progressive restoration of Quarry 71 will follow the approved 

parameters established in PA4242/08. 

PA/05246/20 - 53d - Valid - Ryan Busuttil - on behalf of Environment and Resources Authority - 16/11/2020

53d

Page 25 of 28



PA/05246/20 - 53d - Valid - Ryan Busuttil - on behalf of Environment and Resources Authority - 16/11/2020

53d

Page 26 of 28



Active Quarry
Q71

Proposed  Quarry
Extension
3240sqm

DATE:

SITE SURVEYED BY:

/

JOB NO:

3221-19
1

MAY 2020

ARCHITECT:

DRAWING TITLE:

CLIENT:

MR. ANTON CAMILLERI

JOB TITLE:

EXTENSION TO QUARRY NO. 71
TRIQ TA' WIED HANZIR

SIGGIEWI

DRAWING NO.:

MANIERA GROUP
NO. 80, TOWER STREET, MOSTA.

TEL.: 21411790 / 21420895

FAX: 21420897

E-MAIL: perit@manieragroup.com

DRAWN BY:

K.A.

APPROVED BY:

C. Z.

DESIGNED BY:

M. C.

PROPOSED BLOCK PLAN

COLIN ZAMMIT
B.E.&A. (HONS)  A.& C.E.P.G.DIP.CONS.TECH.

SCALE:

1:500

P1
D1

Proposed Block Plan
Scale 1:500

Existing Quarry

Scale : 1:500

60.00

78.06

78.67

79.75

80.47

79.87

80.49

60.00

60.00

60.00

60.00

60.00

60.00

60.00

60.00
Approved quarrying level

60.00
Approved quarrying level

5
.0

0

Area Not to be
Excavated 5

.0
0 Area Not to be

Excavated

Existing boundary wall
Scale 1:50

E1
D1

Location of rubble wall

PA/05246/20 - 53d - Valid - Ryan Busuttil - on behalf of Environment and Resources Authority - 16/11/2020

53d

Page 27 of 28



PA/05246/20 - 53d - Valid - Ryan Busuttil - on behalf of Environment and Resources Authority - 16/11/2020

53d

Page 28 of 28


	Cover
	PDS TRK 239791
	appendix 1
	proposed block plan
	siggiewi

