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I. BACKGROUND 

1. Outline of Proposal 

 
1.1 The proposal is an extension to an existing operational soft stone quarry at Ta’ Slima, 

in id-Daħla ta’ Feliċi, San Lawrenz, Gozo. The proposed intervention includes an 
extension to the current quarry footprint of c. 9,806 m2 which will extend the north-
eastern boundary to a depth of 33 m, as illustrated in figure 1. 

 
1.2 The removal of any material that is currently present at the project site, including any 

ruderal vegetation and a 1m thick layer of soil that covers the site would be undertaken 
by means of an excavator. Once the upper Globigerina layer would be excavated, the 
middle and lower Globigerina layer would be quarried by using two mechanical saws. 

 
 

1.3 The proposal will consist of the following three main phases: 
 

Phase 1: Removal of top soil (2 weeks); 
Phase 2: Rock excavation to access the layers of targeted rock (2 to 3 months); and 

Phase 3: Operational quarrying (10 years). 
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Figure 1: Block plan of the proposed quarry extension (Source: E-Apps) 
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2. Site context 
 

2.1 The project is located at Ta’ Slima, in id-Daħla ta’ Feliċi, San Lawrenz, which is on the 
west coast of Gozo, as shown in Figure 1.  

 
2.2 According to the Gozo and Comino Local Plan Policy Map (Map 14.10-E, Safeguarded 

areas and rural contest) the project site falls in the Outside Development Zone, as 
shown in figure 2. The whole site includes the proposed extension, which is located in 
the hinterland and the already existing quarry which lies within Special Protected Areas 
(SPA) and in proximity to Special Areas of Conservation - International Importance 
(SAC) and a Site of Community Importance (SCI) to the point to reach the protected 
cliffs (Figures 4,5,6): 

 

- SPA, MT0000030, Rdumijiet ta' Ghawdex: Il-Ponta ta' San Dimitri sa Il-Ponta ta' 
Harrux (Figure 3), as per Government Notice 112 of 2007, in accordance with the 
Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Protection Regulations, 2016 (S.L. 549.44),  
characterised by vertical Lower Coralline Limestone sea-cliffs and sea caves, which 
offer an ideal habitat for two species of sea-bird populations, namely a population of 
ca. 400-500 pairs of Cory`s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea (Annex I, Birds 
Directive) and a population of ca. 30-50 pairs of Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus 
yelkouan (Annex I, Birds Directive). The cliffs also constitute an adequate habitat for 
the Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius. 
 

- The site lies also in proximity to a scheduled level 2 Area of Ecological Importance 
(AEI) and an Area of High Landscape Value (AHLV) as per Government Notice 
037_2011, both related to the above mentioned sea-cliffs, which are of scenic and 
ecological value. 
 

- SAC, MT 0000019, L-Inħawi tad-Dwejra u tal-Qawra, inkluż Ħaġret il-Ġeneral, as 
per Government Notice 1379 of 2016, in accordance with the Flora, Fauna and 
Natural Habitats Protection Regulations, 2016 (S.L. 549.44), as it hosts habitats 
such as Vegetated sea cliffs of the Mediterranean coasts with endemic Limonium 
spp, Mediterranean and thermo-Atlantic halophilous scrubs (Sarcocornetea 
fruticosi), Hard oligo-mesotrophic waters with benthic vegetation of Chara spp, 
Mediterranean temporary ponds, Thermo-Mediterranean and pre-desert scrub, 
Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation and Southern riparian 
galleries and thickets (Nerio-Tamaricetea and Securinegion tinctoriae) and a variety 
of seabirds including  the Calonectris diomedea and Puffinus yelkouan (Figure 4). 

 

- SPA, MT0000112, Żona fil-Baħar Madwar Għawdex (Figure 5), as per Government 
Notice 1311 of 2016, in accordance with the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats 
Protection Regulations, 2016 (S.L. 549.44), due to its importance for two species of 
seabirds such as Calonectris diomedea and Puffinus yelkouan during the breeding 
season. 

 

- SCI, MT0000103, Żona fil-Baħar fl-Inħawi tad-Dwejra (Għawdex), as it hosts the 
seagrass Posidonia oceanica (1120), Reefs (1170) and submerged or partially 
submerged sea caves (8330) (Figure 6). Whilst the site lies on top of the cliff, 
overspills from the site might end up in the sea. 

 

2.3 The site environs also hosts a variety of terrestrial habitats, namely Secondary Maritime 
Steppe (dominated by species including, Foeniculum vulgare, Urginea pancration) with 
Darniella meletensis, Inula crithmoides on vertical faces. 
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Figure 1. Applicant’s site (Source Geoserver) 

 

Photo 1. Pictures a-b showing the existing quarry and pictures c-d showing the proposed extension (Source: site visit 

held on 24th July 2020).
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Figure 2. Comino and Gozo policy map 
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Figure 3. SPA, MT0000030, Rdumijiet ta' Għawdex: Il-Ponta ta' San Dimitri sal-Ponta ta' Ħarrux (Source: Environment and 
Resources Authority, ERA) 
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Figure 4. SAC, MT0000019, L-Inħawi tad-Dwejra u tal-Qawra, inkluż Ħaġret il-Ġeneral (Source: Environment and Resources 
Authority, ERA) 
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Figure 5. SPA, MT0000112, Żona fil-Baħar madwar Għawdex (Source: Environment and Resources Authority, ERA) 
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Figure 6. SIC, MT0000103, Żona fil-Baħar fl-inħawi tad-Dwejra (Għawdex)Għawdex (Source: Environment and Resources 
Authority, ERA) 

 

 

3. Case history 
 

3.1 This site has been previously subject to the following Planning applications: 
 

- PA/00602/96 - Extension of disused soft-stone quarry. Application approved. 

 

- PA/02258/00 - Renewal - Extension of disused soft-stone quarry. Application approved. 

 

- PA/03989/04 - To develop agricultural vineyard including provision of reservoir, pump room 

and store. After the approval there has been a Third Party appeal against approval 

(PAB/00294/05), but further information in this regard are not available. 

 

- PA/05307/10 - To renew permission PA0564/01 - to extend existing soft stone quarry. 

Application still active. 

 
- PA/10113/17 - Proposed garage for the parking / maintenance of heavy vehicles in 

conjunction with an operating limestone quarry and dismantling and re-construction of 

rubble walls. Application approved. 

 
- PA/01603/20 - Proposed garage for the parking / maintenance of heavy vehicles in 
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conjunction with an operating limestone quarry and dismantling and re-construction of 

rubble walls, and sanctioning of excavation works. Application approved. 

 

4. Screening Criteria 

4.1 EIA Screening 

(citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise specified): 

 
The proposed development falls under the scope of the following criteria of Schedule I, 
Category II of the EIA Regulations (S.L. 549.46): 
 
a) 9.0.2.1 (Quarries, open-cast mines or underground mines, or projects for the extraction of 

minerals, ores or peat, as well as extensions thereto or ancillary surface or subsurface 
installations) not covered by Category I. 
 

4.2 Appropriate Assessment Screening  

(citations refer to S.L. 549.44, except where otherwise specified):  

 

In view of that the proposal lies  in close proximity to the area of influence (adjacent/ close 
proximity) of Natura 2000 sites, this proposal has been screened in terms of the Flora, Fauna 
and Natural Habitats Protection Regulations, S.L.549.44.  

 

 
5. Documents used for screening 

 
a. Project Description Statement (PDS), referred to ERA through E-Apps on 26th June 

2020 (PA/08763/19), document number 42a; 
b. ERA consultation reply (doc. 32a on E-apps); 
c. Figure 1 (doc. 1b on E-apps); 
d. Planning Authority Geoserver;  
e. Protected area maps on Environment and Resources Authority website; 
f. Site visit held on 24th July 2020. 

 
 
 

II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL 

 
6. Overall assessment, including screening in terms of Schedule III of the EIA 

Regulations (S.L. 549.46). 
 
ERA had already outlined its concerns about the proposal in its previous correspondence 
at document PA/08763/19 - 36a, which the project proponent failed to satisfactorily address. 
The proposed extension of the quarry will result in the permanent loss 9,806 m2 of 
undeveloped land situated in outside the development zone. The site also lies within the 
area of influence of various protected areas, notably the Natura 2000 sites and scheduled 
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areas identified above. 
 
The current operational quarry has led to significant degradation of the rural landscape in 
the area, with impacts extending right up to the cliff edge. The proposed extension will lead 
to further encroachment and significant take up of additional undeveloped rural land which 
will further degrade the rural landscape in the area, albeit away from the cliff.  
 
The above concern is considered relevant and significant vis-à-vis various environmental 
receptors, notably: 

- Rural land uptake 
- Impacts on natural geomorphological features and the scenic coastal landscape 
- Impact on ecology and protected natural habitats 
- Conflicts with effective conservation and management of the protected areas. 

 
The above considerations represent a major environmental conflict between environmental 
conservation and further intensification of quarrying activity on the site. This cannot be 
effectively addressed through detailed EIA studies per se. In this regard, and noting the 
unaddressed impacts that are already evident in the current baseline situation, the 
commitment of fresh land for further quarrying, would only be acceptable if offset by 
immediate restoration of the seaward part of the quarry including proper backfilling, 
restoration of the site topography and ecology to its pristine state and closure of redundant 
vehicular access to the cliff. Unless there is a clear commitment in the above regard, further 
interventions on the site are considered objectionable. 

. 
 
 
AA Screening (in terms of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Regulations, S.L.549.44): 

 

The proposed development per se would still leave important environmental concerns 
unresolved to the point that ERA would require further AA studies as per the Flora, Fauna and 
Natural Habitats Regulations (S.L. 549.44) as the proposal lies just 170 m far away to two 
Special Protected Areas (SPA) and a Special Areas of Conservation - International Importance 
(SAC), as it hosts protected terrestrial habitats besides the above mentioned sea-birds 
populations and to a Site of Community Importance (SIC).   

 

The general considerations raised above vis-à-vis the general case merits and EIA screening 
are also intrinsically relevant from an AA point of view, since the main affected environmental 
receptor (viz. the coastal cliffs) are also specifically protected, on multiple counts, in terms of 
the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats Regulation, S.L. 549.44. In this regard, even from an AA 
point of view, the proposal can only be considered further if offset by exhaustive restoration of 
the currently impacted site within the area of influence of the Natura 2000 sites in question. 

 
 
III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD 
 

The above environmental assessment, supported by EIA and AA screening, have concluded 
and reiterated that the main environmental concern relates to the encroachment of quarry 
activities and further degradation of the area’s rural/overall environment. 
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In light of the above, the proposal would only be acceptable if offset by immediate 
restoration of the seaward part of the quarry including proper backfilling, restoration of the 
site topography and ecology to its pristine state and closure of redundant vehicular access 
to the cliff. Unless there is a clear commitment in the above regard, further interventions on 
the site are considered objectionable. 

 

ERA held a meeting with the architect on 13th November 2020 to discuss the site restoration 
in terms of the site’s topography and  ecology.  Nevertheless ERA recommends to continue 
the discussion through another meeting with the architect/applicant to further discuss the 
methodology for the site’s restoration.  
 
ERA reserves the right to issue its conditions and/or request for any additional information, 
following the satisfactory submission of the above-mentioned requirements. 
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