Annex I

Environmental Impact Assessment
Screening according to Schedule III of S.L. 549.46

ERA Reference no.:

EA/00056/20

PA Reference no.:

PA/04667/20

Project Title:

To demolish existing industrial complex and to construct a
supermarket and ancillary facilities at first floor and an associated
vehicle parking and further ancillary facilities at ground floor.
Application includes also non-illuminated and illuminated signage and
totem pole signage as indicated.

Location:

Site at, Triq Aldo Moro c/w, Triq il-Labour, Marsa.

Screening date:

April 2021

_____________________________________________________________________

I. BACKGROUND
1. Outline of Proposal
1.1 The proposal lies at Triq Aldo Moro c/w Triq il-Labour Marsa and involves the demolition
of the existing structures of the current industrial complex on site and the construction of
a parking area at ground floor, with a floor area of 6,544 m2, and a supermarket at the first
floor, with a floor area of 3,207 m2 (see Figure 1-5). Of the latter, the portion accessible to
customers amounts to 1,470 m2, with the remainder for storage and staff.
1.2 The proposed car parking will provide parking for 145 vehicles and will take up the entire
extent of the site subject to development, at ground floor, except for the supermarket
entrance and plant installations (see Figure 3). The proposed supermarket will be elevated
to the first floor, overlaying a portion of the car parking area (see Figure 4). In view that no
roof structures are being proposed, the elevation of proposed development will thus be
limited to two storeys.
1.3 The duration of the proposed works is estimated at 52 weeks, of which demolition and site
clearance would take 8 weeks.
1.4 The two existing access points will be retained, whereby the access point to Triq Aldo
Moro will serve as access to the development and car parking, and the secondary access
point, linking to Triq il-Labour, will be used solely for scheduled delivery of merchandise
and waste carrier operations.
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1.5 Given that the site is located within an already developed zone, no new infrastructure is
required for the proposed development.
1.6 The proposed demolition and site clearance works are envisaged to generate 20,777.8 m3
of waste material from the existing structures on site, of which 141,6 m 3 will be asbestos
ceiling panels. Furthermore, demolition will generate 20,190 kg of steel waste. The
proposed excavation for the foundations of the proposed building will generate 7,643 m 3
of inert material.
1.7 With respect to combustion plants, the proposal includes stand-by generations, which
shall be of a type that have a suitable on-board storage of fuel supply which can be topped
up in case of prolonged need of use. No other fuel storage is envisaged to be on site.

Figure 1 – Existing plan (Source: PA/04667/20 – 1b on EApps)
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Figure 2 – Proposed block plan (Source: PA/04667/20 – 16c on EApps)

Figure 3 – Proposed ground floor plan (Source: PA/04667/20 – 1d on EApps)
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Figure 4 – Proposed first floor plan (Source: PA/04667/20 – 1e on EApps)
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Figure 5 – Proposed roof plan (Source: PA/04667/20 – 1f on EApps)
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2. Site context
2.1 The site is located along Triq Il-Labour and Triq Aldo Moro in Marsa, and is designated as
an area for offices and showrooms (all existing parking provisions to be catered for) in the
Grand Harbour Local Plan (GM13, GHLP, 2006). The site is adjacent to the Marsa
Junction, which has recently been upgraded.
2.2 The site has a site area of 7,635 m2 and the building footprint covering the car park and
the supermarket will cover an area of 6,542 m2. The rest of the site will remain
undeveloped.
2.3 The site is currently used as a yard for storage with sheds utilised for the repair of marine
related plant and equipment. The floor areas are predominantly covered by concrete slabs.
According to the PDS, no previous site contaminations have been recorded.

Figure 6: Location of the site (Source: PA Geoserver)
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Figure 7: Overview of the location of the site (Source: PA Geoserver)

3. Case history
3.1 No relevant planning history has been traced for this application.
3.2 The existing buildings on site can be seen on the 1968 survey sheet, whereby the central
part is marked as ‘under construction’ (refer to Figure 8).
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Figure 8 – 1968 survey sheet, covering the site (Source: PA Geoserver)

4. Screening Criteria
4.1 EIA Screening
(citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise specified):
The proposed development falls within the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations (S.L. 549.46), notably in terms of the following Category II criteria in Schedule I:
7.1.2.1 (iii) Projects which have a gross floor area of 10,000 m2 or more for commercial use,
including shops, shopping centres, offices, or other business. Therefore, the proposal was
screened in terms of the EIA Regulations.

5. Documents used for screening
-

Project Description Statement (PDS) which was referred to ERA on 11th March 2021
as per document PA/04467/20 – 42a.
Various plans on EApps at document 1.
The Planning Authority Geoserver.
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II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL
6. Assessment of Impacts and Ancillary Considerations
(Screening in terms of Schedule III of the EIA Regulations, S.L. 549.46)
Land use
6.1 The site is currently used as a yard for storage and the sheds are utilised for the repair of
marine related plant and equipment. The proposal involves a change of use to a
supermarket with ancillary parking provision. Even though this use is not as specified in
the Grand Harbour local Plan (GM13, GHLP, 2006), no significant impacts in terms of
land use in terms of a change in land use are expected, noting that the site is located within
the development zone and has already been fully committed and developed. In addition,
the surroundings do not entail any environmental constraints.
Landscape and visual amenity
6.2 The site is not sensitive from a visual amenity and landscape point of view as it located
within an already committed and densely built-up area. Therefore, given its location and
nature of the project, with the proposed height limited to two stories, no significant impacts
are being envisaged.
Construction-phase impacts
6.3 The proposal will generate fugitive dust, noise, vibration, and light emissions during the
construction phases. Potential impacts arising during construction are likely to be shortterm and temporary and can be minimised at source in line with the Environmental
Management Construction Site Regulations (S.L. 552.09).
6.4 In terms of waste, the proposed demolition and site clearance works are envisaged to
generate 20,777.8 m3 of waste material from the existing structures on site, of which 141,6
m3 will be asbestos ceiling panels. Furthermore, demolition will generate 20,190 kg of steel
waste. The proposed excavation for the foundations of the proposed building will generate
7,643 m3 of rock material. Such waste generation is not considered significant as long as
all waste is managed in accordance with the Waste Management Regulations (S.L.
549.63) and disposed at sites duly authorised by the Environment and Resources
Authority (ERA) to accept such waste. Nonetheless, efforts should be done in reducing
and recycling waste. Examples of how this can be achieved is to re-use demolition and
excavation waste, recycle and upcycle materials and implement efforts in finding methods
to produce resources from waste.
Operational impacts
6.5 The proposed development will attract vehicular traffic towards the site, however the extent
of such increase is unclear. Therefore, in order to determine the need for any further
investigations in terms of air quality, the expected increase in traffic flows in AADT value,
as generated by the proposed development during operations are required.
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6.6 Regarding traffic noise, such increase in noise is not considered to be significant, noting
the already existing traffic noise during peak hours from the adjacent arterial road, subject
that electric vehicle (EV) charging bays/facilities, bicycle racks and shelters, and
motorcycle parking bays are included within the project plans wherever possible and
practical. In general, sustainable measures that effectively reduce dependence on car
transport are encouraged.
6.7 In terms of light emissions, noting the nature of the proposal and the location being within
an area with various commercial and industrial developments and adjacent to an arterial
road, no significant impacts are envisaged, subject that further information is provided on
the proposed illuminated sign (brightness – luminance (cd/m2).
6.8 During operations, any waste will consist of common municipal waste and is not
considered to be significant, as long as all the waste is managed in accordance with the
Waste Management Regulations (S.L. 549.63), and efforts are done to recycle and reduce
waste generation at source.
Energy and water use (recommendations)
6.9 Reducing energy demand has numerous environmental benefits. The ERA recommends
that the design of the development takes into consideration sustainable measures such
as:
• Skylights and large apertures, to provide additional natural light;
• Double/Triple-glazed apertures and exterior facade/aperture shading, to reduce solar
heat gain;
• Ventilated cladding system and efficient air conditioning systems.
Sustainable or green architecture will also inevatibly cut down costs relating mostly to
reduced energy use which in principle should serve as an incentive for the developer to
implement such measures. Moreover, the ‘Malta’s Sustainable Development Vision for
2050’ aims for low-carbon, carbon-neutral or carbon-positive, green, resilient and
affordable construction solutions..
6.10 In general, ERA recommends the installation of energy-efficient luminaries/lighting
systems as well as renewable energy. In this regard, plans to install Building Applied
Photovoltaics (BAPVs) on roofs of the proposed building or any other renewable energy
installations, are highly encouraged. Such measures are also in line with ‘Malta’s
Sustainable Development Vision for 2050’ objective to transition towards low-carbon
energy.
6.11 The ERA promotes the local application of EU projects such as the E2STORMED project
which deals with the challenge of capturing and reusing storm-water runoff before it flows
as surface water, by exploring Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), with the end goal
of increasing energy efficiency. The information document published by ERA, ‘Investing in
the Multi-Functionality of Green Infrastructure (GI)’ lists many other sustainable measures
and projects. In this regard, it is highly recommended to adopt any relevant sustainable
measures to the project.

Environment & Resources Authority
Hexagon House, Spencer Hill, Marsa MRS 1441 T. (+356) 2292 3500 E. info@era.org.mt W. era.org.mt

Annex I

III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD
The above screening has concluded that the environmental impacts of the proposed
development are unlikely to be significant and thus, an EIA is not required in accordance with
Regulation 15 of the EIA Regulations (S.L. 549.46), as long as the various mitigation measures
are duly incorporated into the mainstream development consent mechanism and mitigated by
means of conditions and specifications (e.g. approved documents) in the development permit,
and subject to the following further requirements:

•
•
•

The expected increase in traffic flows in AADT value, as generated by the proposed
development during operations;
Further information on the proposed illuminated sign (brightness –luminance (cd/m2);
and
The inclusion of electric vehicle (EV) charging bays/facilities, bicycle racks and
shelters, and motorcycle parking bays within the project plans wherever possible and
practical.

Screening Disclaimer
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to
any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should
the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this
submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened.
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