Environmental Impact Assessment
Screening according to Schedule III of S.L. 549.46

ERA Reference no.:

EA/00017/21

PA Reference no.:

PA/04712/20

Project Title:

Proposed installation of photovoltaic farm infrastructure over restored quarry
including ancillary services.

Location:

Tal-Hagra, Triq Tas-Sejba c/w, Triq il-Madonna tal-Gilju, Mqabba

Screening date:

September 2021

I.

Background

1

Outline of Proposal

1.1

This proposal involves the construction of a solar farm, measuring 9,587 m2, consisting
of 2,200 photovoltaic (PV) panels, which total to an installed capacity of 0.99 MWp (Mega
Watt peak). Annually, on average, the proposal would generate an electricity output of
1,634 MWh (see Figure 1).

1.2

The proposed PV panels are non-reflective, fixed south-facing, and installed on
galvanised steel structures. The height of the PV panels is circa 2.5 m, and the panels
would follow the contours of the existing terrain (see Figure 2).

1.3

In view that the site is part of a disused quarry which is being infilled and levelled, no
excavation and levelling works are envisaged as part of this proposal, except for
trenching works to install the required cabling. The proposed mains cable would be
connected to the existing cable along Triq Il-Konvoj ta’ Santa Marija. Furthermore, with
respect to infrastructure, the proposal also involves the construction of a substation,
which together with the switchgear are proposed near the entrance to the site.

1.4

During operations, no personnel is envisaged on site and thus no traffic generation is
expected. Lighting will be limited to an emergency lighting system. In terms of water use,
annual cleaning of the panels would require five bowsers of 5,000 m3 water. No runoff
collection and management are proposed, in view that the site will not be rendered
impermeable.
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Figure 1: Proposed block plan (Source: PA/04712/20 – 1c on EApps)

Figure 2: Proposed sections (Source: PA/04712/20 – 1e on EApps)
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2

Site Context

2.1

The site in question is located Outside Development Zone (ODZ) but close to the
committed urban area, in the area known as tal-Hagra, along Triq Tas-Sejba c/w Triq ilMadonna tal-Gilju in Mqabba (see Figure 3-5). The site forms part of former quarry
(SM52) and is being infilled with inert material (see Figure 7). The latter has been
permitted by the Authority by virtue of Environmental Permit EP/0020/13.

2.2

The site area measures 9,587 m2 and is accessed from Triq il-Madonna tal-Gilju. The
site is within an area designated for mixed development (Tal-Hagra Mixed Development
Area – Policy SMMA02), according to the South Malta Local Plan (see Figure 6).

2.3

The surrounding area is dominated by other quarrying activities and agricultural areas,
in addition to the edge of the residential area of Mqabba and the local football grounds.
The site also lies in the broad vicinity of the Malta International Airport grounds.

Figure 3: Site of the proposed development (Source: PA/04712/20 – 36b on EApps)
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Figure 4: Site of the proposed development on 2016 Orthophoto (Source: Planning Authority Map
Server)

Figure 5: Site of the proposed development on 2016 Orthophoto - Detail (Source: Planning Authority
Map Server)
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Figure 6: South Malta Local Plan – Policy Map MA1 (Source: Planning Authority)

Figure 7: Visual of the site in its current condition (Source: PDS)
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3

Case History

3.1

The site was previously subject to the following planning applications:
•

PA/04158/02; To sanction over excavated depth in quarry. Softstone Quarry No 52,
Tal- Hagra, l/o Mqabba (Application refused by Planning Board); and

•

PA/05827/07; Construction of residential units, commercial facility, and landscaping.
Site at, Tal- Hagra, l/o Mqabba (Process has been shelved by the Planning Authority,
in view that it had been a long time since some interest was shown by the applicant on
this application)

4

Screening criteria:

4.1

EIA Screening (citations refer to S.L 549.46, except where otherwise specified):
The proposed development falls under the scope of Schedule I, Category II of the EIA
Regulations (S.L. 549.46), namely Section 9.0.2.3: Restoration and after-use of existing
or discussed quarries or mines, other than for restoration of the site back to its pristine
state. In this regard, screening in terms of Regulation 14 of S.L. 549.46 is required.

5

Documents used for screening:
a. ERA’s Correspondence, at doc PA/04712/20 – 31a, dated 19 August 2020;
b. Project Description Statement (PDS), at doc PA/04712/20 – 36c, referred to ERA on
5 August 2021;
c. Various plans and drawings, at docs PA/04712/20 – 1a-f and 36; and
d. Planning Authority Map Server and South Malta Local Plan.

II.

Assessment of impacts (and ancillary considerations)
(Screening in terms of Schedule III of the EIA Regulations, S.L. 549.46)

Overall
The site is situated within the disused quarry SM52, which is being infilled and nearing
completion and final levels. The after-use of the quarry as solar farm is considered positive inprinciple, from an environmental point of view. ERA notes that this proposal covers part of the
quarry. Whilst ERA is in favour of the proposed interventions, the complete infilling and
appropriate after-use of the entire quarry is recommended.
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ERA is also of the opinion that the exterior of the quarry (e.g. high, visually intrusive boundary
walls) requires improvement, notably along Triq Tas-Sejba where traditional rubble walls
would be more consonant with the site’s ODZ location. The proposal should be updated to
also include such improvements.
Land use
Besides the residential area of Mqabba to the South/East of the site, the surrounding land
uses are predominantly related to quarrying activities, with some intermittent patches of arable
land. The project will reuse part of the quarry area and will thus not lead to fresh land take-up.
In this regard, no significant impacts in terms of land use are envisaged.
Visual amenity
The site is located on flat land, with various quarries (both active and disused) present in the
surrounding area. In addition to such quarries, the nearby Malta International Airport also
forms a dominant element in the landscape. The ongoing backfilling will bring the site back to
its original levels, on which the solar farm would be installed. The height of the PV panels,
mounted on their frame, will be limited to 2,5 m. In this regard, noting the low profile of the
proposed development and the current baseline and surroundings, no impacts in terms of
visual amenity are envisaged. The above-recommended improvements to the site boundary
walls would constitute a net improvement compared to the current unsightly baseline aspect
of the site.
Construction-phase impacts
The required site preparation (minor levelling, trenching for cabling and construction of pile
foundations) and installation of the PV panels will generate dust, noise, vibration, and light
emissions during the construction phases. However, such impacts are likely to be short-term
and can be minimised at source in line with the Environmental Management Construction Site
Regulations (S.L. 552.09). Furthermore, any waste generated during construction will be
minimal as on-site development largely consists of assembly of pre-constructed parts.
Operational impacts
Given the nature of the development, the proposal will not generate significant vehicular traffic
to and from the site. Furthermore, no noise-generating equipment is envisaged on site and
on-site lighting will be limited to an emergency system operating with infrared technology. In
this regard, no operational impacts in terms of air quality, noise and light emission are
envisaged.
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III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD
The above screening has concluded that the environmental impacts of the proposed
development are unlikely to be significant and thus, an EIA is not required in accordance with
Regulation 15 of the EIA Regulations (S.L. 549.46). ERA does not object to this proposal from
an environmental point of view, subject to the improvement of the exterior of the quarry (e.g.
high, visually intrusive boundary walls), notably along Triq Tas-Sejba where traditional rubble
walls would be more consonant with the site’s ODZ location, and as long as the various
mitigation measures are duly incorporated into the mainstream development consent
mechanism and mitigated by means of conditions and specifications (e.g. approved
documents) in the development permit.

Screening Disclaimer
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without
prejudice to any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually
modified or should the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any
deviations of the proposal from this submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits
of this screening would need to be re-opened.
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