Annex I

Environmental Impact Assessment
Screening according to Schedule III of S.L. 549.46

ERA Reference no.:

EA/00022/21

PA Reference no.:

PA/03215/20

Project Title:

To propose the upgrading of an existing fuel station including all ancillary
facilities.

Location:

Fuel Station adjacent to Carlton Hotel, Triq it-Torri, Sliema

Screening date:

November 2021

_____________________________________________________________________

I. BACKGROUND
1.

Outline of Proposal

1.1. The proposal seeks to refurbish an existing kerb side fuel station, which is located along
Triq it-Torri, Sliema. Although the site has been committed as a fuel station since the
1950’s, currently the fuel station is non-operational given that it does not meet the
required operational permits. Hence, this application is to upgrade such fuel station
(Figures 1 – 3).
1.2. The proposal will consists of the:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
1.3.

Decommissioning of underground storage tanks, pipe works, and dispensers,
Installation of two fuel dispensers having four nozzles each supplying three
different fuels,
Replacement of existing fuel tank,
Installation of oil separator,
Adjustment and replacement of the vent stacks,
Relocation of the OTP, and
Installation of a gutter for runoff management.

The proposal will cover a total site are of circa 76 m2.
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Figure 1: Existing and Proposed Longitudinal Section (Source: E-apps PA/03215/20/61g)

Figure 2: Existing and Proposed Front Elevation (Source: E-apps PA/03215/20/61h)
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Figure 3: Proposed Ground Floor Plan (Source: E-apps PA/03215/20/97c)

2. Site context
2.1 The proposed area is located in a development zone, adjacent to the Carlton hotel, along
triq it-Torri in Sliema (Figures 4 – 5).
2.2 To the south of the proposed area, there are residential and commercial buildings including
the Carmelite Convent, which is c. 80m away from the proposed site and scheduled as
per G.N. 576 of 1994. Whereas to the north of the proposal, there is the Independence
garden and the coast.
2.3 The site contains two fuel dispensers, which are currently non-operational (Figure 6 – 7).
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Figure 4: Map showing the location of the proposed development (Source: Geoserver,
2016 at a scale of 1:1000)

Figure 5: Map showing the location of the proposed development (zoomed) (Source:
Geoserver, 2016 at a scale of 1:500)
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Figure 6: The existing kerb side petrol pump (Source: PDS pg 26)

Figure 7: The existing two fuel dispensers on site (Source: PDS pg 26)
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3. Case history
The site is an old facility; however, an old permit concerning the fuel station was retrieved –
PB/02956/70. No additional planning applications are known.
4. Screening Criteria
4.1

EIA Screening

(citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise specified):
The proposed development falls within the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations (S.L. 549.46), notably in terms of the following Category II criteria in Schedule I:
10.0.2.4 - (Development or extension of fuel servicing stations, including petrol stations and
gas distribution stations). Therefore, the proposal was also screened in terms of the EIA
Regulations.
5. Documents used for screening
a. Project Description Statement (PDS) (PA/3215/20/97f) which was referred to ERA on
17/09/2021 (PA/03215/20/98a),
b. ERA memos at docs (PA/3215/20/52a, 72a and 74a), and
c. Plans, Site Plans, Sections and other relevant documents at docs. 24a, 61b, 61d, 61g – I,
97b-d)

II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL
6. Assessment of Impacts and Ancillary Considerations

Land use
6.1 The proposed site has been established as a fuel station around the 1950’s as stated in
the PDS. Currently, the fuel station in non-operative because it is not up to standard and
this application is being submitted to upgrade it. In view that the site is already committed
for such use and its site context, which is surrounded by development on all sides, the
proposal is not likely to have a significant effect on the environment.
Visual amenity
6.2 As already mentioned, the site has been in use as a fuel station for several years and it is
self-contained. The proposal will consist in the replacement of the current dispensers at
the surface level and replacement of already -existing underground structures under
existing made-up ground that can be readily reinstated upon termination of works, thus no
significant impacts are being envisaged.
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Construction-phase impacts
6.3 The proposal will generate some dust, noise, and vibrations emissions during construction
phase. Potential impacts arising during construction are likely to be short-term and
temporary, and can be minimised at source in line with the Environmental Management
Construction Site Regulations (S.L. 552.09).
Operational-phase impacts
6.4 During operation, noise and vibrations emissions will be related to filling station activities
and traffic movement. The mitigation measures proposed in the PDS such as installation
of low-noise pumps and plants should be adhered to. No significant impacts related to the
environment are being envisaged.
Waste
6.5 During the decommissioning phase, a number of hazardous waste streams will be
generated, which will be transferred using waste carriers registered with ERA and exported
in accordance with waste regulations. In view of this, the impact on the environment is not
considered to be significant as long as the waste is managed in accordance with the Waste
Management Regulations (S.L. 549.63).
6.6 During the construction phase, waste will consist namely of inert material and according
to the PDS, this will transported to a designated landfill/licenced inert waste landfill.
Although no significant impacts are being envisaged, the applicant is to note that in Malta
there are no licenced inert landfills, but void spaces for backfills.
6.7 Due to the nature of the project, waste during the operational phase is considered to be
minimal, thus no significant impacts are being envisaged.

Screening Outcome
6.8 The above screening concluded that no significant impacts are being envisaged.

7. Permitting Requirements
The proposal qualifies for an Environmental Permit for the operational phase of the service
station under S.L. 549.52
In this regard, the applicant is required to provide further information and updated
plans/sections as per requests below. Such requests would need to be addressed as part of
the project design to ensure that activities meet particular environmental standards related to
their operation. Applicant is also to immediately contact the Environmental Permitting Unit
(industrial.applications@era.org.mt) to discuss the requirements below:
1. Applicant is to provide a clean and foul water drainage plan cleared by the Water
Services Corporation (WSC),

Environment & Resources Authority
Hexagon House, Spencer Hill, Marsa MRS 1441 T. (+356) 2292 3500 E. info@era.org.mt W. era.org.mt

Annex I

2. With reference to Table 3 in the PDS, a decommissioning plan showing all the
licensed waste management facilities that will be accepting all the waste generated
by the decommissioning process shall be submitted, and
3. Additionally, applicant is to note that not all codes can be allowed for disposal in a
void space for the purpose of backfilling, namely 17 02 01, 17 02 03, all 17 04
codes & 17 09 04. A list of void spaces currently permitted to be backfilled with
inert waste is available at https://era.org.mt/topic/permitted-quarries/. As per the
listed permits, acceptable EWC codes for backfilling in quarries can be found in
Schedule 1. Applicant is requested to provide an alternative fate of disposal for the
codes in question.

III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD
Following screening of this proposal, ERA does not object to the proposal from an
environmental point of view as long as the applicant provides the requested information (as
per Section 7 in Annex I). No further assessment in terms of Regulation 15 of the EIA
Regulations (S.L. 549.46) is required, subject to the implementation of mitigation measures
and pre-emptive safeguards throughout both construction and operation phases of the
proposed development. In this regard, a number of conditions are being recommended for
inclusion in the development permit (refer to Annex II).

Screening Disclaimer
The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without
prejudice to any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually
modified or should the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any
deviations of the proposal from this submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits
of this screening would need to be re-opened.
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