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INTRODUCTION 

1. This Project Description Statement describes a proposal to develop a motor 

racing track in Ħal Far, which, together with the existing karting track and the drag 

racing facility, will create a national multi-purpose motorsports hub (see Figure 

1).  The complex will be able to host a range of national and international motor 

sports events along with other sports, business, and recreational activities for the 

local motor sport and racing community (Tilke, 20211), which is estimated at 

between 20,000 and 30,000 persons, as well as for tourists and international 

visitors.  

2. The project is proposed by Mr Duncan Micallef (President) on behalf of the Malta 

Motorsports Federation, who are hereinafter referred to as ‘the Applicant’; the 

project is hereinafter referred to as ‘the Scheme’.  

BACKGROUND  

3. The Malta Motorsport Federation (MMF) is an autonomous and voluntary 

organization, oriented towards competitive and non-competitive motoring and 

motorsport.  The Federation is the Maltese body representing Maltese 

motorsport both nationally and internationally.  It represents all types of vehicles: 

radio controlled, two wheeled, cars, trucks, classic, vintage, and commercial 

vehicles. 

4. The MMF was set up by statute in 2007.  Membership of the Federation is open to 

“non-profit making Clubs, Foundations, and Associations situated within the Republic of 

Malta, which are legitimate motorsport and/or motoring related entities which practice, 

organize, and/or render distinguished services and/or events related to the cause of the 

sport of motoring and/or motorsport and are recognised by the Executive Council of the 

Federation as representing the interests of their members in accordance with the Laws of 

Malta and which shall not employ violent and/or illegal or criminal methods in 

furtherance of their objectives” (MMF, 20212).  Today its members represent 16 

different clubs / associations based in Malta.  The MMF is a full member of the 

Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA) and hence acts as the 

authoritative body for motorsport tin Malta (ASN). 

5. For several years the MMF has been advocating the need for the creation of a 

dedicated multipurpose motorsport facility that would be capable of hosting 

international events and to accommodate the needs of the local sporting 

community.  This would give better and equal opportunities to Maltese sport 

athletes to practice and race under international race conditions, and also the 

ability to organize international events, introducing a new diversified tourism 

 

 

 
1 Tilke GmbH & Co. KG, 2021.  Malta Race Track Master Plan. Tilke Engineers & Architects, Aachen, 

Germany.  August 2021; 15pp. 
2 Malta Motorsports Federation, 2021. [online]. [viewed 15 September 2021]. Available from: 

https://www.maltamotorsport.org 
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segment (MMF, 2021).   

6. Following various attempts and proposals aimed at developing a racetrack in Malta, 

the MMF, in conjunction with the Parliamentary Secretariat for Sport, Recreation 

and Voluntary Organisations, set about to deliver this project.  To this end, the 

MMF engaged Tilke GmbH & Co. KG3 of Germany as consultants for the design of 

a motor racetrack in Malta.   

ALTERNATIVE SITE SELECTION 

7. As shown in Figure 1, the Scheme is proposed for the north-western part of the 

former RAF Ħal Far airfield.  The site encompasses land that is zoned for sports, 

recreation, parking, and part of the site used by the Civil Protection Department 

(CPD) at Ħal Far (see Figure 2).  Most of the land is a brownfield site and some, 

though not so zoned in the Marsaxlokk Bay Local Plan (MBLP), is used for 

industrial / open storage activities.  

8. The identification of the Scheme site for the development of a racetrack was the 

result of a process undertaken by MMF that considered different locations.  The 

land requirements for such a project are such that the possibilities on a small 

island like Malta are not many.  A total of six different locations were considered 

for the Scheme: 

• Bengħajsa (Birżebbuġa); 

• Ta’ Ħlantun (Ħal Safi); 

• Magħtab (Naxxar); 

• San Niklaw (Siġġiewi); 

• Ta’ Qali (Rabat / Attard); and 

• Ħal Far (Birżebbuġa). 

9. Appendix 1 summarizes the site selection analysis undertaken by MMF on the 

above alternative sites.  The choice of the Ħal Far site seeks to consolidate 

motorsports activities in one national motorsports hub and is limited to land that 

is not located outside the development zone. 

10. Several different layouts have also been considered in arriving at the optimal length 

and layout for the racetrack (subject to further detailed design).  Appendix 2 

reproduces these track layout alternatives considered. 

 

 

 
3 Established in 1983, Tilke GmbH & Co. KG is recognised as the world’s leading designer for racetracks 

and testing facilities. 



 

3 

Figure 1: Location of the Scheme site 
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Figure 2: Ħal Far Policy Map (extract from Marsaxlokk Bay Local Plan)  
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THE SCHEME 

LOCATION OF SCHEME SITE 

11. As stated, the Scheme site is located at the north-western section of Ħal Far.   

12. The Marsaxlokk Bay Local Plan designates the land proposed for the Scheme for 

different uses, but mostly for sports, recreation, or parking (Figure 2).  Most of the 

land is located outside the Ħal Far industrial estate boundary as designated in the 

Local Plan.  

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHEME SITE 

13. The Scheme site occupies an area of approximately 82,900 m2.  In addition to the 

land occupied by the kart racing track and the paddock and part of the drag racing 

facility, the rest of the land proposed for the Scheme is vacant (partly agricultural, 

mostly abandoned) or used for parking or open storage. 

14. Figure 3 shows images of the site as it is currently.   

CHARACTER OF THE AREA AROUND THE SCHEME SITE 

 Land Uses 

15. A land use survey of the area surrounding the Scheme site was conducted in 

September 2021.  The land uses within approximately 250 m of the site are 

illustrated in Figure 4, and various images of the surroundings are shown in Figure 

5. 

16. The primary land use in the immediate vicinity of the Scheme site is industry or 

storage, especially to the east, south, and southwest of the Scheme site.  Other uses 

include social and institutional uses; including various immigrant / refugee residential 

facilities, such as the Ħal Far Tent Village, the Ħal Far Open Centre, the Ħal Far 

Refugee Centre for single women, the Ħal Far Hangar Open Centre, and the Dublin 

Unit, the Sonia Tanti Independent Living Centre4, Aġenzija Sapport’s Ħal Far Day 

Centre, the Jobsplus Head Office and Training Centre, and the Ħal Far Fire Station 

run by the Civil Protection Department, and the International Safety Training 

College.  To the north and west of the site beyond the urban area, are extensive 

agricultural lands outside the development zone.  The fields are generally under 

cultivation.  A few residential buildings, including some rural holiday accommodations 

(farmhouses), are present in the rural area. 

 

 

 
4 The Sonia Tanti Independent Living Centre (STILC) is Malta’s first independent living centre and forms part of 

CRPD (Commission for the Rights of Persons with Disability). The centre provides persons with disability and 

their families with advice, information, and training in order to achieve, regain or maintain their independence 

mainly by owning the means to one's own mobility. 
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17. The nearest residential use to the Scheme site is the Ħal Far Refugee Centre which 

abuts the Scheme site boundary on the northwest.  The other refugee open centres 

and the STILC are also in very close proximity.  The Peace Lab, which also 

accommodates a number of refugees and includes extensive gardens, is located 

approximately 60 m plan distance north of the Scheme site  

18. There is an Armed Forces of Malta training facility located north of the Scheme site 

across Triq Ħal Far.  One of a number of radar sites operated by Malta Traffic 

Services Limited is also located just off the Scheme site. 

19. The boundary of the Malta International Airport lies approximately 1 km (plan 

distance) to the north of the Scheme site.    

Natural and Cultural Heritage 

20. The underlying geology of the area in the vicinity of the Scheme site is shown in 

Figure 6.  The rock beneath the northern half of the site is Lower Globigerina 

Limestone, whereas the southern half of the site lies on Lower Coralline Limestone 

(Il-Mara Member).  The Scheme site lies on the Malta Mean Sea Level Aquifer and its 

northern and south-eastern sections lie within the Groundwater Safeguard Zone, 

overlapping to various extents with the different buffer zones around groundwater 

boreholes (see Figure 7).  

21. Figure 8 illustrates the natural and cultural heritage designations in the vicinity of the 

Scheme site.  The Scheme site does not lie within a designated natural heritage site, 

and there are no such sites in the immediate vicinity of the Scheme site.  The nearest 

natural heritage designation are the coastal cliffs to the south of the site, which, at 

their closest, are 600 m from the Scheme site boundary.  The cliffs are designated as 

Level 2 Areas of Ecological Importance, Areas of High Landscape Value (GN 400 of 

1996), Special Areas of Conservation (part of the SAC: Rdumijiet ta’ Malta: Ir-Ramla 

taċ-Ċirkewwa sal-Ponta ta’ Bengħajsa), Special Protection Area (Rdumijiet ta’ Malta: 

Ix-Xaqqa sa Wied Moqbol), and a Natura 2000 site.  Wied Moqbol, to the southwest 

of the Scheme site is designated a Tree Protection Area.  The South Malta Local Plan 

identifies the area to the west, north, and east of the Scheme site as an ‘Agricultural 

Area’, and the area to the northeast of the Scheme site as a ‘Valley Protection Zone’ 

(Wied Qoton) - see Figure 9.  

22. The nearest cultural heritage feature to the Scheme site is a Class B scheduled 

Menhir (known as Sant’ Anġlu ta’ Ħal Far) situated on Triq Birżebbuġa, located 175 m 

to the east of the Scheme site (see Figure 10).  Other features include the Roman 

Tower and remains of a Medieval Chapel at Ta’ Baqqari l/o Żurrieq, scheduled, 

respectively, as a Class A and a Class B Site of Archaeological Importance and located 
approximately 500 m to the west of the Scheme site.  The designation of the Class A 

Roman tower includes also a 100 m buffer zone, which brings the site to within 400 

m of the Scheme site boundary.  A Class A Site of Archaeological Importance, which 

includes megaliths and stone cairns at Wied Moqbol is located over 750 m to the 

southwest of the Scheme site.  Finally, to the southeast of the Scheme site and within 
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the Ħal Far Industrial Estate, is a dolmen located approximately 930 m from the 

Scheme site overlooking Wied Żnuber (see Figure 8).  
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Figure 3: Images of the Scheme site 

  

View of the northern part of the Scheme site, looking south View of agricultural pocket in Scheme area looking east 

   
View of northern access road to Ħal Far industrial estate, which will be 

eliminated by the Scheme (looking south) 
Ħal Far Karting track and paddock area (looking south-east) Ħal Far Dragster Raceway entrance (looking south-west) 

   

View of open storage / rock processing area (looking north) Container storage area (looking west) View of entrance to Ħal Far Fire Station (looking southeast) 
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Figure 4: Land Use Map 
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Figure 5: Surrounding Land Uses 

   

Approach Road and Peace Lab gardens in the background Armed Forces of Malta barracks and training facilities Ħal Far Tent Village abutting Scheme site to the west 

   
Residential / holiday accommodation Malta Traffic Services Ltd Radar Ħal Far Day Centre 

   

Rural lane and agricultural land Jobsplus offices Ħal Far Dragster raceway 
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Figure 6: Geology of the Area  
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Figure 7: Hydrology of the Area  
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Figure 8: Natural and Cultural Heritage Designations 
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Figure 9: Żurrieq-East Environmental Constraints Map (extracted from the South Malta Local Plan), with Scheme site shown in red 
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Figure 10: Archaeological features 

  

Menhir (Sant’ Anġlu ta’ Ħal Far) Remains of Medieval Chapel at Ta’ Baqqari 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHEME 

23. The MMF aims to build a racetrack to promote motorsports activities, driver training 

and road safety, as well as creating a destination for other sports and recreation. 

24. According to the Applicant, the circuit will be able to host 4/5 motorsports events 

annually and will be able to be used for: 

• National, regional and international championships for cars and bikes5; 

• Drifting events; 

• Test and training for competitors and motor sports enthusiasts; 

• Testing of cars and components and launch of new vehicles; 

• Events that will be open to the public for “come and try” in your own car or in 

track day cars available for hire; 

• Road safety facility (e.g. can be used by Transport Malta, driving schools, the 

police, emergency services, etc for driver training); 

• Virtual racing events (simulator racing on a virtual layout of the racing circuit); 

• Other sporting activities, including cycling and running, and including events for 

 

 

 
5 Bike racing will be limited to national and regional events. 
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persons with special needs; 

• A new destination for event tourism, including small conferences, seminars, and 

exhibitions; and 

• Leisure and recreational activities and event hospitality. 

25. The MMF will seek to obtain FIA homologation for the racetrack.  The homologation 

process will involve the submission of detailed designs and dossiers to the FIA, which 

will review the documentation and inspect the racetrack.  The FIA might suggest 

changes to the design.  Homologation will only take place once the track is 

completed and inspected by the FIA.  It is usually valid for a maximum of 3 years, with 

renewal possible after further track inspections or as stipulated by the FIA (Tilke, 

2021). 

26. As proposed, the maximum track length will be 1,938 meters, which may be 

optimised to 2,000 m during the detailed design and engineering phase.  The Scheme 

will include the racetrack itself, which will have 12 turns (6 right-hand and 6 left-hand 

turns) and a start-finish straight with a length of 472 m, as well as a 4,885 m2 of 

paddock, grandstands, and access roads (Figure 11).   

27. The overall multi-purpose motorsports hub, of which the motor racetrack will form 

part, will also incorporate the kart racing track and the drag racing facility with their 

respective paddocks.  The kart track will be extended as part of the project and the 

current 6,245 m2 karting paddock would be able to be extended temporarily during 

events into an adjacent 4,200 m2 area.  The dragster paddock, which occupies an area 

of 10,370 m2 will be retained, as will the drag racing building, although this may be 

modified slightly or moved depending on certain homologation requirements by the 

FIA/ International Drag Racing Authority.  The existing cafeteria and the grandstands 

will be moved to the other side of the drag strip.  Figure 12 illustrates the zoning 

plan for the motor sports hub. 

Track variants 

28. As with all such motor sporting venues, the racetrack can be modified to host 

different events, depending on the length of track required, layout, and speed.  Safety 

measures (such as run-off areas, shoulder areas, gravel traps, barriers, etc) will also 

vary depending on the type of activity.  The racetrack proposed in the Scheme will be 

able to host international events on the full circuit, as well as smaller events on part 

of the track (1,274 m lap length), and it will also be able to be used for drifting 

activities.  Two drift track variants will be possible: a 447 m and a 726 m track length.  

Figure 13 illustrates examples of track variants proposed. 

Ancillary buildings 

29. The main ancillary building will be the paddock supporting the racetrack.  This will 

have an overall area of 4,885 m2 and will include the pit building and pit garages, 

which will have an approximate Gross Floor Area of 2,300 m2 (subject to detailed 

design).  The pit building will be the highest building on site at 4 storeys or 15 m 

above road level. 
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Track design 

30. The track will be designed by Tilke GmbH & Co. KG of Germany.  Current 

proposals are only preliminary to confirm the suitability of the Scheme site area to 

accommodate a racetrack that can host international events and aim to achieve FIA 

homologation.  The final design will however require substantial more work to be 

finalised.  However, from the current preliminary design it is expected that the 

construction of the racetrack will not require any significant excavations, except for a 

rainwater storage reservoir and the foundations of the pit building.  Land remodelling 

will also be limited to minor levelling work.  The main intervention will likely be in 

the section of the track between turn 6 and turn 7, where the track will be elevated 

to go over an access tunnel that will provide access to the karting track.  The entry 

to the tunnel will be at street level approximately at the location of the proposed 

North Estate Main Access Point in the SMLP (Policy SMHF02 – see Figure 2). 

Access and parking arrangements 

31. Access to the racetrack will be off Triq Birżebbuġa.  A new road access to the drag 

racing facility will also be provided along the eastern and southern boundaries of the 

Scheme site.  As mentioned, access to the karting track will be via a new access 

tunnel from the western boundary of the motorsports hub (see Figure 12). 

32. The paddocks will provide onsite parking for the various events to be held at the 

Scheme.  Table 1 describes the different paddock areas, which are also illustrated on 

Figure 12.  All paddocks, and occasionally parts of the racetracks, will be used for 

parking during events.  For example, if there is a large event on the new racetrack, 

the karting track and drag racing strip will be closed and used for additional parking, if 

required.  The same model will apply if there is a major event on the karting track or 

on the drag racing strip.  Parking on public roads is not envisaged at the moment but 

there could be arrangements for park and ride facilities for spectators within the Hal 

Far industrial estate, in collaboration with Transport Malta and INDIS during national 

/ international racing events. 

Table 1: Paddock areas 

Paddock Area (m2) 

Main racetrack paddock 4,885 

Karting track paddock 6,245 

Temporary karting paddock extension 4,200 

Dragster Paddock 10,370 

Total Paddock space 25,700 

 

VEHICLES 

33. The racetrack will be able to be used by a variety of different vehicles.  These will 

include tuned sedans, GT Cars, Formula cars (i.e., Formula 3), prototypes, classic 

cars, cars with combustion engines, and test cars.  

34. Motorbikes will also be able to use the racetrack, but only for limited and regulated 
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activities since the safety measures that are required for motorbike events are more 

onerous than those for motorcar events and will require a larger land area, which is 

not available. 

35. Any vehicle using the racetrack will have to be free of excessive smoke, does not leak 

oil and other liquids, and complies with noise emission standards set by the racetrack, 

which will follow relevant FIA Regulations and/or guidelines.  Other conditions may 

also be established by the regulatory authorities. 

36. The design engine size range for the racetrack will be expected to be up to 

approximately 8,000 cc for combustion engines.  The average engine size is expected 

to be between 1,300 cc and 3,000 cc. 
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Figure 11: Malta Racetrack Master Plan 
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Figure 12: Malta Racetrack Zoning Plan  
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Figure 13: Track variants 
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RESOURCES 

Energy 

37. The amount of energy expected to be required is still to be determined following 

detailed design; however, the racetrack will be linked to the power grid for its main 

power requirements.  Nonetheless, photovoltaic panels and possibly other renewable 

energy generation equipment (e.g., wind turbines) will be installed on site.  PV panels 

will be included on the roof of the pit building and will be placed at a shallow angle to 

minimise visual impacts.  The expected annual generation of renewable energy will 

depend on the number of PV panels that can be accommodated on the pit building.  

This will only be known once the building is designed.   

38. The buildings will also include a number of in-built measures to reduce energy 

consumption, including: 

• Passive design aimed at maintaining inside temperatures all year round, through 

the construction of the envelope of the building in double soft stone walls with 50 

mm cavity, the use of insulation in the floors and ceilings, and the installation of 

double-glazed apertures; 

• Installing air-conditioners and water heaters with invertor systems; and 

• Using LEDs for internal and external lighting. 

Water 

39. The Applicant explains that in addition to the collection of rainwater from the 
building and its collection in rainwater storage reservoirs, grey water from the 

buildings will also be recycled.  The racetrack itself will also have a full drainage 

system to eliminate the possibility of puddling.  The water from the racetrack will be 

directed to on site reservoirs and will be reused in landscaping and for flushings. 

Raw Materials 

40. Raw materials for the construction of the Scheme will include crushed rock material 

for land remodelling, sub-base material, and tarmac (specifications for these will be 

provided by the racetrack designers and might be different to the materials used in 

local road building in view of the standards the racetrack would need to achieve in 

order to obtain FIA Homologation).  Raw materials for the paddock and ancillary 

buildings and boundary walls may include globigerina limestone blocks, hollow 

concrete blocks and other concrete materials (e.g., strip footing, blinding, floor slabs, 

infill, screed, beams, roof slabs), steel mesh, steel rebars, damp proof course, 

geotextile membrane, gypsum board and gypsum plastering, soft stone pointing, 

bitumen rubber paint, soil for landscaping, glass and aluminium for apertures, etc.  

Estimates of the raw materials required for the construction of the Scheme will be 

provided following preparation of the detailed designs. 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Construction Phase 

41. Waste generated during construction will primarily consist of some excavation waste 

generated from the excavation of the rainwater storage reservoirs and the 

foundations of the pit building.  Some of this material may be re-used on site for 

infilling and terrain remodelling, if found to be of a suitable standard, otherwise, it will 

be deposited at a licensed facility for the recovery of excavation waste. 

42. Any soil removed from the site will be retained and reused for the Scheme’s 

landscaped areas.  Any extra soil will be reused as instructed by the Director of 

Agriculture.   

43. Concrete / brick cut-offs and waste ceramics and tiles produced during construction 

will also be disposed of at a licensed facility.  Waste metals (rebar cut offs) will be 

sold as scrap.  The municipal wastes produced during construction (paper and 

cardboard, glass, and biodegradable kitchen and canteen waste) will be disposed of at 

a licensed facility. 

Operational Phase 

44. The principal wastes envisaged to be generated by the Scheme during operation will 

be municipal waste, including kitchen waste.  This will be collected and separated into 

organic waste, recyclable waste, and mixed wastes and disposed of in line with local 

waste management regulations.   

45. Other wastes will be generated from the garages.  The racetrack will have four 

permanent pit garages taht will cater for clients visiting the track, and another garage 

for truck and others cars, which will be part of the track equipment.  Each garage will 

be equipped with waste disposal bins for separate waste collection (plastic / glass / 

paper / metal).  A 45-gallon steel drum will also be available for the collection of used 

oils, lubes, or fuels; this might be a shared facility for the garages.  This will be placed 

in a bunded area so as to collect any spillages.  During event days, the pit area will 

include a number of tents that will be set up by, or on behalf of, the various 

competitors.  Waste separation bins will likewise be available across the paddock and 

a larger oil/fuel disposal tank for the competitors located in the tented area will be 

available.  All waste so collected will be handled and carted away by licensed waste 

collectors (depending on the type of waste being handled).  Waste collection receipts 

and copies of the waste collectors’ licences will be made available on demand. 

CONSTRUCTION TIMING 

46. The project will be completed in one phase.  It is envisaged that construction will 

commence as soon as possible following the approval of the development permission.  

The construction period is estimated to take approximately 12 months.   

CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY 

47. Normal construction equipment will be required for the excavation of foundations 

and the construction of the pit building, paddock, boundary walls, and track.  This will 
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include tracked excavators, cranes, tipper trucks, shovels and front-end loaders, 

concrete pump, asphalt machine, road rollers, scaffolding, and handheld tools.  All 

equipment will be used within the site.  Temporary site offices and amenities for 

workmen will be brought on site for the entire duration of the construction phase. 

EMPLOYMENT 

48. The exact workforce to be employed for the construction phase will depend on the 

final design of the Scheme and the contractor who will be chosen to implement the 

project.  A rough estimate, however, is of a workforce of between 50 and 100 

persons.  

49. It is envisaged that the new racetrack will provide employment for around 25 

persons.  This number would increase to 50-60 persons during major events.    
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POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

50. Environmental impacts can be negative as well as positive and their assessment is 

important so as to better define the effects that a proposal may have on its receiving 

environment.  At this stage in the process, a preliminary list of the potential 

environmental impacts from the construction and operation of the Scheme can be 

identified.  The list identifies only those potential impacts that could be significant.   

51. Identification of the potential impacts also takes account of the fact that the Scheme 

site will incorporate the extant karting track and drag racing facility, which have 

operated from the same location for several years.  The potential impacts of the 

Scheme are also considered in this context.    

52. The potential significant impacts from the construction and operation of the Scheme 

are considered to be: 

• Impacts on geology and geomorphology, from site excavation.     

As mentioned, the Scheme will involve minimal excavation, mainly for the 

rainwater storage reservoirs and the foundations of the pit building.  Any 

extraction of mineral resources has an impact on geology and geomorphology.  

Depending on its quality and whether it meets the required standards, some of 

this excavation material might be reused on site for backfilling and terrain 

modelling purposes.  Any topsoil that will be cleared from the limited agricultural 

land on site, will be stockpiled on site and reused in the landscaped areas.  Any 

surplus soil will be reused offsite as directed by the Director of Agriculture.  

• Impacts on landscape and visual amenity, arising from the construction and 

operation of the Scheme   

The Scheme will result in modification to the general appearance and character of 

site as it is currently; however, in view of the low-lying nature of the racetrack, 

the changes will not be substantial, except for the paddock area and the pit 

building, which will be the highest structure on site.  The design of the pit building 

will be typical of such buildings on raceways and will in itself aim to be a landmark 

structure in the area.  It will however not be the highest structure in the area; 

this will remain the Malta Traffic Services Ltd radar located to the east of the 

Scheme site.  

Most of the and in the area is quite flat and there are no vantage points in the 

surroundings such that the racetrack will not be very visible from outside the site.  

On the other hand, the development of the race rack will do away with several 

areas currently used as open storage yards and hosting several metal containers 

(in places stacked two high), as well as areas containing piles of excavation waste.  

The removal of these uses will improve the visual amenity of the overall site. 

• Impacts on agriculture, arising from the construction and operation of the Scheme 

The development of the Scheme will take up some land that is currently 
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agricultural, although it is located within an area earmarked for informal 

recreational activities in the Marsaxlokk Bay Local Plan.  Other agricultural land in 

the vicinity of the Scheme site is unlikely to be impacted during the construction 

phase in view of the limited excavations envisaged.  Furthermore, proper 

adherence to the Environmental Management Construction Site Regulations 2007, and 
with the appropriate mitigation measures in place, any dust impacts during 

construction will be limited.   

• Impacts on roads and transport 

As stated, the development of the Scheme will eliminate the current northern 

access to the Ħal Far Industrial Estate, which will be incorporated within the 

racetrack.  Access to the racetrack and the drag racing facility will be via a new 

road off Triq Birżebbuġa, whereas access to the kart racing track will be through 

a new tunnel on the western boundary of the site.  The loss of a major entry/exit 

point for the Ħal Far industrial estate is of major concern and the possibility of 

substituting this with an alternative access point should be actively considered by 

the authorities so as not to impact traffic movements within and around the 

estate. 

• Impacts on air quality, arising from the construction and the operation of the 

Scheme. 

It is expected that there will be some dust generated during excavation and 

construction, as mentioned; however, the potential impacts are likely to be short 

term, temporary and localised, and, with proper adherence to the current 

construction site regulations, dust impacts during construction could be limited.   

The nearest sensitive receptors are the Ħal Far Day Centre run by Aġenzija 

Sapport and the Sonia Tanti Independent Living Centre, the various refugee open 

centres located around the Scheme site (i.e. the Ħal Far Tent Village, the Ħal Far 

Open Centre, the Ħal Far Refugee Centre for single women, the Ħal Far Hangar 

Open Centre, and the Dublin Unit), the Armed Forces of Malta Training Facility, 

the Peace Lab, the Jobsplus Head Office and training centre, and a few residences 

located in the surrounding rural areas. 

During operations, there will be increased emissions from visitor traffic and from 

the non-electric racing cars, which are likely to impact the air quality of the site 

and its surroundings.  Such impacts will not be constant but linked more to event 

days when the number of cars would be expected to increase substantially.  

• Noise impacts, arising from the operation of the Scheme.   

The main impact from the operation of the racetrack is expected to be noise 

emissions from the racing cars, especially for the non-electric vehicles and, in 

particular, the combustion engines.  The proximity of some of the sensitive 

receptors surrounding the site, especially the residential Ħal Far Tent Village, 



 

27 

which abuts the Scheme site on the northwest, and the Ħal Far Day Centre, 

which abuts the Scheme site on the east, could be a cause for concern and the 

possibility of installing noise barriers in strategic locations should be actively 

explored, together with the strict monitoring of noise emissions from individual 

vehicles, in line with the racetrack’s noise limit policies.  

• Waste impacts, arising from the construction and operation of the Scheme.   

The construction phase will generate mostly inert and non-hazardous wastes, 

which will be reused, recycled, or disposed of at authorised waste management 

facilities, in accordance with regulations.  A CMP addressing waste management 

will be in place and the applicant will be required to adhere to the current 

construction site regulations.  During operation, the Scheme will generate 

primarily domestic waste, including kitchen waste as well as wastes from the 

garages and paddock area (during events).  The latter will include hazardous 

wastes, such as oils, lubes, and fuels / oily rags.  The volumes generated will vary, 

with increased waste generation during events.  An environmental permit will 

likely be required for the operation of the facility, which will also address waste 

generation on site. 

MITIGATION PROPOSALS 

53. Preliminary potential mitigation measures associated with the identified impacts 

arising from the Scheme include: 

• Careful assessment of noise impacts from the facility operation on the 

adjacent residential centres and implementation of mitigation measures to 

minimise noise effects, through for example, the installation of noise barriers 

and optimisation of the design of the racetrack.  The Government of Malta 

(outside the Scheme parameters) may also consider the relocation of the 

various Refugee Centres (especially those abutting the Scheme site) to 

another location, where such impacts would be eliminated. 

• Determining and implementing noise mitigation measures for the racetrack 

and/or measures during specific activities, in consultation with the relevant 

regulatory authorities  

• Careful consideration of the design approach for the Scheme and especially of 

boundary walls, having regard to its location on the edge of a rural area, and 
in order to minimise the impact of the Scheme on the rural landscape 

character and on visual amenity generally. 

• Minimising the need for excavations and reusing as much of the excavated 

material as possible (whether onsite or offsite). 

• Careful consideration of traffic and ensuring the availability of adequate onsite 

parking for participants and park-and-ride facilities for spectators during major 

events. 
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• Ensuring compliance with waste management regulations and the adoption of 

best practice in relation to operational waste management. 

• Ensuring the adoption of best practice environmental measures throughout 

the construction, including measures for mitigating noise, vibration, and dust 

impacts on air quality from the construction works (including construction 

traffic), as well as managing surface water, and the putting in place of 

appropriate operational monitoring regimes. 
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Appendix 1: Site Selection Analysis (provided by Applicant) 



 

 

Site Selection  
 

The following sites were considered and/or proposed by the private sector for the 

development of a National Multi-purpose Motorsports Hub: 

 

Site Assessment 

1. Bengħajsa, 

Birżebbuġa 

• The site lacks designation for protected habitats and is not of 

sufficient ecological value; 

• The site is situated within an outside development zone 

(ODZ) as per 2006 development zone boundaries.   It is made 

up of arable land and is of both environmental and agricultural 

importance.  Significant virgin agricultural land would have to 

be exploited;  

• The site is located within the wider area intended for future 

industrial development and has been designated as a 

‘reserve site’ by the SPED of 2015; 

• Within Bengħajsa, there are circa 120 existing residential and 

agricultural units; 

• Noise pollution is likely to be a major issue due to the 

proximity of residential environs; 

• Impacts on the Natura 2000 cliffs at the southern periphery of 

the site and Fort Benghajsa would require further scientific 

assessment; 

• This site was not considered further. 

  

2. Ta’ Ħlantun, 

Ħal Safi 

• The area is situated within an outside development zone and 

is designated as an area of important agricultural value; 

• Segments of the site are designated by the Local Plan as a 

valley protection zone; 

• There is a high concentration of privately- owned land; 

• The area is also of significant cultural heritage due to the 

presence of remains at Ta’ Ħlantun; 

• Noise pollution is likely to be a major issue due to the 

proximity of residential and environmentally-sensitive 

environs. 

• This site was not considered further. 

  

3. Magħtab • Commerical and touristic zones are in the close proximity, 

including hotels and accommodation-type units; 



 

 

Site Assessment 

• Site is unsuitable for development, mainly due to 

topographical complexities as well as present and forecasted 

land occupancy; 

• The site is also rendered unfeasible due to the presence of 

the waste management facility; 

• Noise pollution is expected to be a detriment to surrounding 

residential, commercial, touristic and environmental zones; 

• This site was not considered further. 

  

4. San Niklaw, 

Siġġiewi 

• The site is located within an outside development zone; 

• The site is predominantly agricultural/rural;  

• Villa Dar Monsinjur Gonzi is situated on the site periphery, 

and hence would be directly impacted by the project; 

• The area has been designated by SPED as an area to be 

used for the relocation of livestock farms from urban areas; 

• This site was not considered further.  

  

5. Ta’ Qali • Ta’ Qali is a committed strategic location predominantly for 

open-air informal recreation (picnics, jogging, cycling and 

music bands), sports activities (football, basketball) and visitor 

attractions (crafts village, fairs and convention centre, aviation 

museum, vineyard, outdoor markets) with formally 

landscaped gardens and open areas and very limited built 

development. The introduction of the motor racing track would 

entail the displacement of another sports or recreational land 

use;  

• Ta’ Qali borders major urban settlements of Mosta and Attard; 

• Ta’ Qali is located in close proximity to a scheduled area of 

high landscape value and is also highly visible from Mdina. 

The night time view of Mdina is also of relevance. The 

southern area is protected for its landscape value by the 

Action Plan to form a green belt around the national recreation 

centre and prevent further encroachment by built 

development; 

• The national recreational centre has been designated as a 

Bird Sanctuary under the Environment Protection Act 

(LN41/03) and a Nature Reserve by the Action Plan to prohibit 

hunting and trapping as these are not deemed compatible 

with the predominant recreational land use; 

• Government owns significant tracts of land in Ta’ Qali which 

are already burdened with leases; 



 

 

Site Assessment 

• SPED protects the National Recreation Centre from 

incompatible and deleterious land uses;  

• Motor racing is considered as a Major Impacts Sports and: 

o It is not a priority land use in the National Recreation 

Centre;  

o It will entail the displacement of an existing land use 

which is beneficial to a larger segment of the 

population than motor sports enthusiasts;  

o It is considered incompatible with the existing and 

planned informal recreational uses at Ta’ Qali;  

o Motor racing will also create an adverse noise impact 

on nearby residential property;  

o The motor race track may have an adverse impact on 

the cultural heritage asset of Mdina.  

• This site was not considered further. 

  

6. Ħal Far • Part of the site is already committed for motorsport (drag 

racing and kart racing); 

• The site is government-owned; 

• The site is NOT situated with an ODZ and the area is not of 

apparent agricultural, ecological or cultural importance; 

• The EU Natura 2000 Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and 

Special Protected Area for Birds which are protected at EU 

level are located within 500m from the site; 

• The site is partly designated as recreational area and partly 

as an industrial zone; 

• The site would have a low social impact on surrounding 

residential development given the limited number of units in 

the vicinity; 

• The introduction of the motor racing track will entail the 

displacement of industrial units (namely Attrans, White 

Brothers and part of the CPD facilities);  

• Site is close to the Ħal Far refugee centre which 

accommodates asylum seekers and illegal immigrants. 

 

This site in Ħal Far is the preferred site for the development of a National Multi-purpose 

Motorsports Hub. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2: Alternative track layouts considered 



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

  


