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Environmental Impact Assessment 

Screening according to Schedule III of S.L. 549.46 

 

ERA Reference no.: EA/00015/22 

PA Reference no.:  PA/00543/20 

Project Title: To sanction back-filling of inert material at Quarry No.6, sanctioning of 

structures partly developed prior to 1978 and use of site as an open storage 

facility. Proposal includes landscaping and other ancillary works.  

Location:  Quarry No 6, Sqaq Haramija off, Triq Bur ix-Xewk, Siggiewi 

Screening date: June 2022 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

1. Outline of Proposal 

 
1.1 The proposal involves the sanctioning of (partial) backfilling of the quarry void, of two 

existing structures (one partly developed prior to 1978 and another partly developed prior 

to 1967), and the site is currently used as an open storage facility at Siġġiewi. The proposal 

also includes the proposed use of the existing buildings for supporting services (such as 

stores, offices and WC), levelling off and concreting the site, the construction of four 

reservoirs (three reservoirs with a capacity of 558m3 and one reservoir of 450m3), and a 

ramp. 

 

1.2 The site was a Globigerina Limestone quarry by virtue of Police License P-1273/61, until 

it was exhausted about 26 years ago. Following the cessation of quarrying operations and 

backfilling, the site was converted into an open storage facility for various types of vehicles. 

 

1.3 The proposal involves a thin layer of trees as landscaping along the periphery of the site. 

 

1.4 Access to site is from the T-junction road of Triq Bur ix-Xewk, which leads to a partially 

asphalted rural side road, Sqaq ta’ Haramija. 
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Figure 1: Proposed Block plan (Source: PDS dated April 2022) 

 

Figure 2: Existing/Proposed block plan at roof level (Source: PDS dated April 2022) 
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Figure 3: Photo taken from site showing current use of site (Source: PDS dated May 2022) 

 

Figure 4: Photo taken during a site visit from the north-west part of site area at Triq Sqaq ta 

Haramija showing current use of site (May 2022)
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Figure 5: Photo taken during a site visit from the south-west part of site area at Triq Sqaq ta 
Haramija showing the pre-1978 structure (May 2022) 

2. Site context 

 
2.1 The site lies within Siġġiewi along Sqaq Haramija off, Triq Bur ix-Xewk and covers a total 

site area of 11,370m2. Currently, the site is used as an open storage facility for several 

types of vehicles, including heavy machinery, boats and trucks. The predominant land use 

within the immediate vicinity of the site is agricultural land. The residential area of Siggiewi 

lies to the west of the site. 

 

2.2 The site per se is designated for quarry use, as per policy SMMW 01 of the South Malta 

Local Plan (SMLP) 2006. However, also according to the said Local Plan, the surrounding 

area is identified as an area that requires the prioritisation of rehabilitation and 

reinstatement of the valleys which have been degraded mainly as a result of quarrying 

operations (Policy SMCO 07 and 09). Particular reference in this regard is made to Wied 

Xkora, which is located to the south of the site, and which forms part of a large valley 

system of tributary valleys draining downstream in Wied il-kbir.  

 

2.3 The following are the environmental designations relevant to the location of the project: 

- 75m to the south Wied Xkora is situated, which is proposed to be designated as an 

Area of Ecological importance and a Site of Scientific Importance according to the 

South Malta Local Plan (Policy SMCO 03). 

- Partially within the Groundwater Safeguard Zone; and 

- 980m away (to the east) from Bird Sanctuary, ‘L-Ajruport ta' Ħal-Luqa’, designated in 

accordance with the Conservation of Wild Birds Regulations S.L. 549.42. However, 

this Bird Sanctuary is only a nominal environmental constraint and is actually related 
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to the establishment of a no-shooting zone for the purpose of airport safety rather than 

to environmental protection. 

 

Figure 6: Zoomed aerial ortho-photo showing the current use on site (Source: PA 
Geoserver, 2018) 

 

Figure 7: Close-up aerial ortho-photo showing the site extents of the proposal (Source: PA 
Geoserver, 2018) 
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Figure 8: Aerial ortho-photo showing the location of the proposal in blue (Source: PA 
Geoserver, 2018) 

3 Case history  

 

3.1 This site has been previously subject to the following planning applications and 

enforcement notice:  

- EC/00523/98; Dumping of inert material in a disused quarry without permit – 

Suspended, Application to sanction being processed; 
- PA/06072/94; To erect garages for commercial use - The request for reconsideration 

of the original decision was dismissed, and the original decision of refusal was 

confirmed; and 

- PA/02679/06; Rehabilitation of quarry - Application for development permission was 

withdrawn at the request of the applicant. 
 

4 Screening Criteria 

 
4.1 EIA Screening  

(citations refer to S.L. 549.46, except where otherwise specified): 

 

The proposed development falls within the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations (S.L. 549.46), notably in terms of the following Category II criteria in Schedule I: 

- Section 9.0.2.3 – Restoration and after-use of existing or disused quarries or mines, 

other than for restoration of the site back to its pristine state. 

 

Therefore, the proposal was screened in terms of the EIA Regulations. 
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5 Documents used for screening 
 

- ERA’s correspondence, dated 4th March 2022, refer to E-apps PA/00543/20/19a; 
- Project Description Statement (PDS), which was referred directly to ERA on 25th April 

2022; 
- Site visit held on 6th May 2022; 
- South Malta Local Plan, 2006; and 
- The Planning Authority Mapserver.  

 

II. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL  

(Screening in terms of Schedule III of the EIA Regulations, S.L. 549.46) 

6.1 The proposal lies within a quarry which was converted into an open storage facility, 

including a number of ancillary structures following the cessation of the quarrying 

operations about 26 years ago.  

 

6.2 The quarry is situated in the vicinity of Wied Xkora, and surrounded by agricultural land. 

Besides the proposal compromising the site’s restoration, the use of the site as an open 

storage facility is also considered inappropriate and conflicting with the surrounding 

environment, especially in view that the South Malta Local Plan (SMLP) requires the 

prioritisation of rehabilitation and reinstatement of the valleys (notably Wied Xkora) which 

have been degraded mainly as a result of quarrying operations in the area. 

 

6.3 In addition, the proposal could potentially lead to further pressures for other similar 

developments within the nearby quarries, instead of proper rehabilitation back to 

agricultural land following exhaustion.   

 

III. ERA CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDED WAY FORWARD 

This screening has reconfirmed the concerns already identified in ERA’s previous 
correspondence (E-apps doc PA/00543/20/19a) and concluded that the nature of the proposal 
is such that it does not warrant further EIA procedures, as the already relatively basic issues 
identified in this screening (namely inappropriate after-use and lack of proper restoration of 
the quarry site, including testing of the infilling material) cannot be adequately addressed 
through detailed EIA studies.  
 
In this regard, the proposal is objectionable from an environmental point of view. ERA would 

be in a position to consider an alternative proposal whereby the site is properly infilled with 

inert C&D waste and restored back to agricultural land or as a solar farm, respecting the 

terraced valley-side topography. In addition, the requirements raised under Point C. Additional 

Details Required raised in E-apps doc PA/00543/20/19a still stand. Terms of reference for the 

land contamination investigations are being attached.  
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Screening Disclaimer 

The above screening results, the ensuing conclusions and recommendations are without prejudice to 

any required changes or updates should the development proposal be eventually modified or should 

the information/assumptions provided turn out to be incorrect. Any deviations of the proposal from this 

submission would need to be re-assessed and the merits of this screening would need to be re-opened. 


