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FOREWORD
A strategy is a key factor in any management, 
and as with anything else, if properly and wisely 
developed, it may prove to be extremely useful in 
order to set achievable goals and priorities within 
a given time framework, and ideally in determining 
actions and the required resources to achieve such 
goals. On the other hand, it may prove to be just 
a worthless eyewash paper exercise if it lacks the 
necessary commitment and drive to turn it into 
action.

There are good signs that the National Strategy 
for the Environment (NSE) will prove to be what 
we at ERA want it to be: a veritable tool to achieve 
results by set deadlines. So far, the political 
commitment is quite evident. When discussed 
at the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the 
Environment, Climate Change and Development 
Planning, the Wellbeing First Vision for Malta’s 
Environment 2050 was welcomed and accepted 
by all political parties. Such Vision will now be 
translated into specific goals and objectives 
through the current NSE by 2050.

The NSE is intended to provide strategic direction 
to all national plans, policies, decisions and projects 
which have a bearing on the state of Malta’s 
environment. Besides its intrinsic importance, 
we acknowledge that the environment is of 
critical importance for the economy and society. 
Therefore, national environmental challenges need 
to be addressed in the interest of achieving an 
overall sustainable quality of life.

In this respect, the Strategy does not only address 
typical environmental efforts but goes a step 
further in seeking to address the key drivers behind 
our national environmental challenges, pushing for 
sustainable economic growth and laying out what 
can enable the required green transition through a 
range of effective policy responses.

Short-term sacrifices may need to be made for long-
term benefits to be reaped by future generations. 
ERA is spearheading this Strategy but collaboration 
between and ownership by the identified key players 
is of critical importance for a joined-up approach to 
implement the strategy and achieve a common aim of 
putting our wellbeing first.

Lastly, while long-term goals and planning are 
essential to enable Malta to attain the desired 
environmental objectives, such a process needs to be 
sufficiently robust with built-in capabilities to allow 
for uncertainties and unexpected developments 
arising from the international geopolitical arena 
as well as the local political, social and economic 
spheres.

Victor Axiak
Chairman, ERA
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A healthy environment is both our duty and our right, 
and it is each and every one’s obligation to contribute 
towards an environmentally sustainable future. 
Choosing the path and providing the necessary 
national focus for environmental matters from now 
until 2050 is critical for our collective wellbeing. 
This is exactly what the National Strategy for the 
Environment (NSE) strives to achieve. This strategy 
lays down the strategic policy direction for Malta’s 
environment till 2050 by setting out long-term Goals, 
while defining Strategic Objectives that outline 
how this is going to be done. It is underpinned by 
the recognition that the environment supports the 
existence of society, which in turn creates economic 
activity to sustain itself, and one cannot function 
successfully without the other. This publication 
provides an overview of the National Strategy for the 
Environment 2050.

In November 2020, a Wellbeing First Vision for 
Malta’s Environment 2050 was adopted which 
envisages a future where strategic alignment 
across government entities creates a robust 
policy framework that contributes to an improved 
quality of life that endorses environmental limits. 
This is reinforced by greater collaboration among 
government, citizens and stakeholder groups in 
decision making. The removal of silos improves 

INTRODUCTION

environmental, social and economic wellbeing 
dimensions at par with each other in a holistic 
manner. The NSE, which is mandated by Article 45 of 
the Environment Protection Act (Cap. 549), translates 
this Vision into a strategic policy direction for our 
environment. 

The NSE has been built on eight key pillars, referred 
to as Strategic Goals. These address traditional 
environmental facets complemented with pillars 
which focus on key environmental challenges 
which our country faces, including challenges in our 
neighbourhoods, whilst also laying down the roadmap 
to enable and empower changes that are needed in 
order to support an environmental transformation 
over a generation. 

The NSE has been developed in consultation and 
collaboration with several stakeholders. A Panel 
composed of representatives from different sectors, 
such as policymaking, academia, the business 
community and voluntary sector, was set up to 
contribute to the development of the Strategy.  A 
number of key players were also identified as having 
an important role in leading and implementing parts 
of the Strategy in view of their responsibilities. The 
views of each of these stakeholders were sought and 
integrated accordingly.

Download the National Strategy for the Environment 2050. 

era.org.mt/nse2050

ERA is inviting the public to participate in this consultation of this document. 
Send your feedback on nse@era.org.mt by Friday 21st October 2022.

https://era.org.mt/topic/wellbeing-first-a-vision-for-2050/
https://era.org.mt/topic/wellbeing-first-a-vision-for-2050/
https://era.org.mt/era-topic-categories/national-strategy-for-the-environment/
mailto:nse%40era.org.mt?subject=
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This Goal seeks to achieve the following overarching 
environmental aims:
• Particulate Matter (PM10 and PM2.5), Ozone (O3)  

and Nitrogen dioxide (NO2)  levels will respect air 
quality target levels

• Nitrogen oxides (NOx) levels will respect the 
quality objective set for the protection of 
vegetation

• Levels and emissions of any other stipulated 
pollutants will be continuously monitored and 
kept below the respective quality target

 
This will be achieved through the diversification 
of safe and accessible modes of transport, while 
enabling a modal shift towards more sustainable 
means of travel which provide reliable and cleaner 
alternatives to private car use. The need to travel 
in the first instance will also be reduced. The 
manner in which energy and other economic 

Strategic Goal 1: 

Clean Air for Wellbeing, 
Healthy Humans and Thriving Nature
Air pollution is one of the highest environmental concerns of our citizens and a key challenge the country is 
tackling. Cleaner air reduces cardio-respiratory ailments and supports ecosystem function, while also making 
our neighbourhoods more liveable. All are essential to health equity and our wellbeing and are dependent 
on combined immediate and longer-term sustained action. Efforts to improve air quality will concentrate on 
the implementation of innovative solutions to address transport systems and a shift in travel choices, energy 
generation and supply, and land use planning. This will also contribute towards achieving carbon neutrality. 

sectoral activities operate will also contribute 
to Malta’s efforts to reduce air emissions and 
improve air quality. The market will be analysed to 
develop effective economic instruments which will 
contribute towards improving air quality and the 
impacts of air pollutants on the Maltese population 
will be estimated along with a thrust to reduce 
the incidence of localised air pollution hotspots. In 
addition, the links between air quality and nature 
will be better understood to inform decision-
making accordingly. These will be supported with 
efforts to keep an updated monitoring network, 
communicating timely and reliable data to the 
public and the recognition of other potential arising 
pollutants through horizon scanning.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
BCA, ERA, IM, LCA, LGD, MPT, ME, MEEE, MEYR, 
MFE, MTIP, OPM, PA, SPH, TM

CLEAN
AIR
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Strategic Objective 1.1 
Sustainable mobility 
will be achieved and 

the need to travel reduced
 to respect air quality
 and climate targets

Strategic Objective 1.2 
 Energy and economic 

sectoral activities 
will be performed in a manner
 that reduces emissions and

 improves air quality

Strategic Objective 1.3
The links between air quality 

and human health will be better 
understood to support  

decision-making

Strategic Objective 1.4 
The incidence of localised air 

pollution hotspots will be reduced, 
prioritising hotspots near 

vulnerable groups

Strategic Objective 1.5 
 The links between air quality 

and nature will be better 
understood to mitigate air 

pollution impacts and increase 
climate resilience

Strategic Objective 1.6
Market analysis will support 
the further development of 
economic instruments that 
promote air quality targets

Strategic Objective 1.7 
 The air quality monitoring 

network and its parameters 
will be kept updated to retain 

its efficacy

Strategic Objective 1.8 
 Timely and reliable air quality 

data will be communicated 
more effectively for the 

public’s benefit

Strategic Objective 1.9 
A horizon scanning framework 

will be established to assess 
activities known to influence 
air quality for emerging issue
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QUALITY
NEIGHBOURHOODS

Healthy living and wellbeing are closely linked with the quality of our environment, particularly in the 
neighbourhoods of our towns and villages where we live and generally spend most of our time. There are 
numerous, often complex and interlinked, interactions between the environment and our physical and mental 
health. Although the most direct environmental health concerns are those related to air pollution, there are 
various other wellbeing aspects which will also be considered, such as those related to open spaces and noise 
pollution. Furthermore, due to the intensive human activities in these areas, challenges to make towns and villages 
environmentally sustainable will be addressed for a better environment, and for our health and wellbeing.

Strategic Goal 2: 

A Quality Environment for Liveable 
Towns and Villages, Conducive to 
Healthy Living

This Goal seeks to achieve the following overarching 
environmental aims:
• Air, noise and light pollution in towns and villages 

will be reduced 
• Waste management in neighbourhoods will 

improve
• Ecosystem services provided by urban greening 

will be ensured 
 
Cooperation between all the relevant stakeholders 
will ultimately result in a high quality and more 
liveable neighbourhood environment. Towns 
and villages will transition towards being more 
environmentally sustainable, supporting those who 
showcase such commitment, while also creating 
more opportunities for green jobs. There will be a 
significant reduction in air emissions and noise levels 
in our neighbourhoods, as the current reliance on 
private cars will decrease due to a modal shift towards 
more sustainable means of mobility and people-
friendly routes will be increased. Complaints due to 
environmental nuisances will decline due to more 

comprehensive regulatory frameworks which will be 
implemented and enforced effectively. Light pollution 
will also be better understood and addressed. Towns 
and villages will be clean and well-maintained and 
community life, where people socialise, interact 
and make commerce, will be at the centre of urban 
areas. Increased investment will result in more open 
spaces and greener urban areas rich in biodiversity, 
as communities become more learned and equipped 
to bring nature in their lifestyle for an overall better 
quality of life. This transition will be achieved by 
empowering communities, local government and 
businesses to be actively involved in contributing to 
the localities’ resource efficiency and environmental 
sustainability and work towards being satisfied with 
the environmental quality of their locality.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
BCA, Chamber of Commerce, Chamber of SMEs, 
Civil Society/Voluntary Organisations, Cleansing & 
Maintenance Division, ERA, IM, LCA, LGD, MCAST, 
MEEE, MFWS, MTIP, PA, TM, UM
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Strategic Objective 2.1 
Investment in the availability 

and accessibility of open spaces 
will increase, for the wellbeing 

of the community

Strategic Objective 2.2 
Communities’ access to 

nature will increase through 
the integration of green 

infrastructure and provision 
of green spaces in towns and 

villages

Strategic Objective 2.3 
People-friendly routes 

within towns and villages 
will increase

Strategic Objective 2.4 
Towns and villages will be 
clean and well-maintained 

to increase liveability

Strategic Objective 2.5 
Community exposure levels 
to noise, dust and light will 
be managed in a manner 

conducive to healthy living

Strategic Objective 2.6
 Local government, civil 
society, businesses and 

communities will support the 
improvement of the quality 

of towns and villages through 
further collaboration 

Strategic Objective 2.7 
Towns and villages showing 
commitment in becoming 

more environmentally 
sustainable will be supported 

and rewarded
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Strategic Goal 3: 

Biodiversity Valued, Conserved, Restored 
and Sustainably Used for the Benefit  
of Our Nature, People and Climate 

Nature safeguards our livelihood and health, whether it is by providing newly discovered valuable raw materials, 
pollinating our crops, regulating air quality and temperature, providing our cultural identity or contributing a crucial 
service to the economy. Moreover, our proximity to nature enhances our emotional, physical and mental wellbeing. 
Biodiversity plays a fundamental role in this. Apart from its intrinsic value, the conservation, sustainable use and 
restoration of biodiversity are vital for the country’s wellbeing. Efforts will push for the adoption of an ecosystems 
approach for a sustainable way of living, including by integrating nature with our immediate surroundings and having 
healthy and diverse ecosystems as the backbone supporting our wellbeing. The Strategy strives for a future where 
we successfully live in harmony with nature.

This Goal seeks to achieve the following overarching 
environmental aims:
• Conservation status of key habitats and species 

will improve
• The ecosystem coverage will be maintained and 

its condition improved

Ecosystems will be protected, managed and restored due 
to their intrinsic value, as well as, to enhance the multiple 
benefits derived from their services, considered to be 
indispensable life-support systems. Constant efforts 
will be directed towards the reduction of pressures onto 
biodiversity and the natural environment. High quality 
restoration based on best practices, methodologies and 
research will seek to improve degraded areas to their 
best possible status, making use of diverse native species 
and suitable landscape features. Priority will be given to 
the management of protected areas for the improvement 
of the conservation status of habitats and species 
therein and overall site integrity, while supporting the 
preservation and conservation of the countryside as 
a whole for biodiversity conservation and its role as a 

nature-based solution for climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. 

Complementary efforts will focus on integrating 
nature into the urban fabric to enhance ecological 
connectivity and urban biodiversity, amongst others, as 
well as contributing to our health and wellbeing. Multi-
functional green infrastructure initiatives, particularly in 
developed areas and urban settlements, will be given due 
priority.

Efforts will also be made to value ecosystems and 
their services and integrate this across public sectors, 
thereby facilitating further mainstreaming of nature 
and biodiversity objectives into national policies. 
Furthermore, a behavioural shift will be sought to 
increase citizens’, land managers’ and businesses’ 
contribution to biodiversity conservation. This will 
be supported by improvements in awareness and 
appreciation of biodiversity and ecosystem services to 
widen the knowledge and boost the uptake of practical 
actions for the conservation of the natural environment 
and biodiversity. Improved compliance assurance and 
the establishment of an early warning framework to 
monitor the integrity of ecosystems will also contribute 
to achieving this goal. The above-mentioned efforts will 
be facilitated through strengthened and appropriate 
governance structures, mobilisation of investments and 
increased knowledge.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
AM, Chamber of Commerce, Chamber of SMEs, 
Customs, ERA, LCA, LGD, MAFA, MCAST, MEEE, 
MEYR, MFWS, MPF-EPU, NGOs, Parks Malta, PA, 
PPD, VRD, UM, VRD, WBRU

THRIVING
BIODIVERSITY
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Strategic Objective 3.1 
Biodiversity loss will be 
reduced by addressing 
the main pressures and 

threats

Strategic Objective 3.2 
Protected areas will be 
effectively managed to 

safeguard biodiversity and 
their services for current and 

future generations

Strategic Objective 3.3 
Degraded ecosystems will be 
restored or rehabilitated for 
healthy ecosystem services 
and improved resilience to 

climate change

Strategic Objective 3.4 
The urban fabric will 

improve by integrating green 
infrastructure and increasing 
the provision of accessible 

green spaces

Strategic Objective 3.5
An early warning 

framework monitoring the 
integrity of ecosystems will 

inform relevant national 
policies

Strategic Objective 3.6
The value of local 

ecosystem services will be 
assessed, monitored and 

integrated across all public 
sectors

Strategic Objective 3.7
Appropriate mechanisms 

will be strengthened, 
investments mobilised 

and knowledge improved 
to enable the necessary 
transformative change

Strategic Objective 3.8 
A behavioural shift will 
be sought to increase 

citizens’, land managers’ and 
businesses’ contribution to 
biodiversity conservation

Strategic Objective 3.9 
Compliance with biodiversity 

and nature legislation will 
increase
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Strategic Goal 4: 

Responsible and Efficient Resource 
Use that Reflects the Value of Raw  
and Waste Materials in Support 
of Zero Waste to Landfill
Waste generation and management is a considerable national challenge. At the fundamental level, the priority of the waste 
hierarchy is to prevent waste from being generated in the first instance, including through responsible production and 
consumption. Once waste has been generated, efforts will focus on the preparation for reuse and recycling, with disposal only 
considered as a last resort. This will lead to a transition towards a circular economy which recognises the intrinsic resource 
value of waste, and therefore facilitates good waste management practices to ensure a clean and healthy environment.

This Goal seeks to achieve the following overarching 
environmental aims:
• Waste generation will be reduced
• The proportion of waste being prepared for reuse 

or recycling will increase
• The country will move towards zero waste to 

landfill
 
Priority will be given to reducing waste generation in the 
first place, in line with the waste management hierarchy 
principle, as well as decoupling resource consumption 
from economic growth. A paradigm shift towards a more 
circular economy will be promoted and enabled, whereby 
all levels of society incrementally improve their production 
and consumption choices, with industry driving some 
of these initiatives. In doing so, opportunities will be 
sought for reducing economic costs resulting from waste 
generation, and improving urban quality of life. To this 
end, sustainable choices shall be enabled through various 
instruments, such as eco-friendly subsidies, and legislative 
measures, each of which will be assessed for their social 
and economic impacts prior to their adoption. Initiatives 

spearheaded by communities and businesses to re-use or 
repair items will be supported. The construction industry 
will contribute to the transition towards a circular economy, 
by addressing the challenges related to the generation and 
management of C&D waste, including through promoting 
the re-use and recycling of secondary construction 
materials. Compliance with waste legislation will improve, 
whereby stakeholders adopt best practices, subsequently 
protecting and supporting the rights and duties of all actors, 
and enforcement will be more effective.

The efficiency and capacity of Malta’s waste collection 
and waste management systems will be improved in an 
environmentally sustainable way. In parallel, separation 
at source of key waste streams, as well as diversion of 
re-usable items away from disposal, will continue to 
improve, including through mandatory measures and 
extended producer responsibility schemes, to enable 
waste infrastructure to operate efficiently and contribute 
significantly to the shift towards a circular economy. The 
feasibility of introducing the Pay-As-You-Throw principle 
will be explored and assessed. Government will lead 
by example, while also enabling a behavioural change 
throughout society. Compliance with waste legislation will 
be strengthened, with effective enforcement and whereby 
stakeholders are enabled to adopt best practices. These 
actions will be complemented with comprehensive high 
quality waste data, while keeping an eye on emerging waste 
streams to ensure sustainable waste management decision-
making is made at all times.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
BCA, CEMalta, Chamber of Commerce, Chamber of SMEs, 
Civil Society, ERA, KTP, LCA, LESA, LGD, MCST, MDA, 
MEEE, MEFL, MHRA, MITA, MTA, OPM, PA, WasteServ

ZERO
WASTE
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Strategic Objective 4.2 
Industry-led action 
will contribute to 

sustainable production 
and consumption 

and improved waste 
management

Strategic Objective 4.3
Behavioural change will be 
facilitated to reduce waste 
generation and move away 
from a ‘make, use, dispose’ 

attitude

Strategic Objective 4.4
 The efficiency and capacity 

of waste collection and waste 
management systems will be 

improved

Strategic Objective 4.5
Government will lead by 

example by reducing its waste 
footprint, including through 
green public procurement

Strategic Objective 4.6
Compliance and 

enforcement of waste-
related legislation will be 

strengthened and operators 
will be supported to 

embrace changes

Strategic Objective 4.7
New opportunities will be created through 
digitalisation of waste management flows  
to improve waste data quality, modelling 

and handling, with a view to achieving  
real-time monitoring of waste flows 

and ensure sustainable 
waste management

 decision-making

Strategic Objective 4.8
A horizon scanning framework 
will be established to monitor 
activities known to generate 

waste for emerging waste 
streams

Strategic Objective 4.1 
 Malta will transition to a 

circular economy to support 
responsible and efficient 

resource use
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Strategic Goal 5: 

Land Resources Managed to Sustain 
Natural Functions and Increase 
Resilience to Climate Change 

Land is a limited resource in Malta. It is essential to sustain human activity and is also critically linked to the 
natural processes that provide groundwater, good soil quality, support the health of our ecosystems, and 
mitigate climate change and adapt to its impacts. This calls for land resources to be used more efficiently and 
to be protected from degradation. The retention of natural, semi-natural and agricultural land is essential in this 
respect, together with the sustainable use of mineral and soil resources, and the use of land for climate mitigation 
and adaptation actions. Cross-sectoral public policy is to work towards these objectives, in partnership with key 
economic and social stakeholders involved in the governance and management of land assets.

This Goal seeks to achieve the following overarching 
environmental aims: 
• Ecosystem health and integrated and sustainable 

management of water resources, agriculture and 
the landscape will be ensured and land resources 
will be safeguarded

 
The need for land take-up in natural, semi-natural 
and agricultural land will be minimised to improve 
environmental quality and support a thriving 
biodiversity for the continued provision of ecosystem 
services. Land-use efficiency will be maximised 
in view of our islands’ limited land availability. A 
higher land use efficiency shall unlock the potential 
to create more with less. This also supports the 
EU direction of reducing the rate of land take to 
conserve and enhance natural resources including 
increased resilience to climate change. An integrated 
approach across government will be essential to move 
towards a state where the amount and quality of land 
resources necessary to support ecosystem functions 
and services and enhance food security remains stable 

or increases. Spatial planning and the development 
permission process will be further strengthened 
to ensure that the environment is safeguarded for 
wellbeing.

Economic diversification is foreseen to play an 
important role in this transition, based on long-term 
strategic national foresight that consistently factors 
in the requirement to live within the country’s 
environmental boundaries in terms of available land 
area, quality urban settings, and the sustenance of the 
functions given by the environmental context in which 
it operates. To sustain its socio-ecological systems 
and deliver climate solutions, the different parties 
must work together to protect the environmental 
quality of the countryside and coast. Our countryside, 
coast and economy will be safeguarded through 
protecting natural, semi-natural and agricultural 
land, and the ecosystem services it provides. Mineral 
exploitation will also be managed to respect resource 
limits and minimize environmental impacts. To 
achieve a more coherent and comprehensive policy 
framework committed to high resource efficiency 
and environmental protection, various instruments 
are envisioned. The activities of the actors involved in 
land management and land use, and how this relates 
to the outcome or status of land use in Malta, must 
be better understood. The requisite institutional 
capability will be built, as will the infrastructure to 
make land use data more accessible.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
BCA, ERA, GRDA, IM, LA, MAFA, MEEE, MEFL, MFE, 
MFT, MRA, MTA, MTIP, NSO, PA, SCH, TM (Maritime) 

RESILIENT LAND
RESOURCES 
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Strategic Objective 5.1 
 Land will be used more 
efficiently to ensure less 

demand for land take-up in 
natural, semi-natural and 

agricultural land, to contribute 
to reducing our vulnerability 

to climate change

Strategic Objective 5.2 
Natural land functions and 

processes will be maintained 
by addressing land 

degradation

Strategic Objective 5.3 
Spatial planning and the 

development permission process 
will be further strengthened to 
ensure that the environment is 
safeguarded for wellbeing while 
increasing resilience to climate 

change

Strategic Objective 5.4
Malta’s landscape quality 
will be managed through 
an integrated approach to 
sustain its socio-ecological 
systems and deliver climate 

solutions

Strategic Objective 5.5
The coastal zone will be 
managed to support a 

sustainable blue economy, 
while respecting the 

conservation of natural 
resources

Strategic Objective 5.6
Mineral extraction will 
be managed to respect 
the finite nature of this 

resource and to reduce its 
environmental impacts

Strategic Objective 5.7
Economic activity will 

continue seeking prosperity 
through sustainable 

business growth while 
respecting land 
use limitations

Strategic Objective 5.8 
The knowledge base will be 
strengthened and synergies 

maximised for improved land-
use and increased efficiency

Strategic Objective 5.9 
A horizon scanning framework 

will be developed to assess 
activities known to influence 
land resources for emerging 

issues



18 

Strategic Goal 6: 

Ecologically Diverse, Healthy and 
Productive Marine Waters, Capable 
of Supporting Sustainable Growth 
The Mediterranean is a hotspot for marine biodiversity and also provides innumerable services, including 
fisheries and aquaculture, shipping, leisure and recreation, and provision of potable water through desalination. 
The Strategy seeks to achieve balanced management of these varied uses, to ensure that anthropogenic 
activities in the marine environment can continue to be carried out without negative repercussions on the 
natural capital and ecosystem services provided by our seas.

This Goal seeks to achieve the following overarching 
environmental aims:
• Coastal and marine waters will be in a good 

environmental and ecological status
• Marine ecosystems will be fully functional in 

terms of healthy food webs that ensure the long-
term abundance of marine biodiversity.

The principal pressures and threats that affect marine 
waters will be addressed, including those arising from 
pollution, over-exploitation of resources, invasive 
alien species and anthropogenic activities. Degraded 
ecosystems will be restored or rehabilitated and the 
marine environment and its uses will be managed 
in a balanced manner through concerted efforts by 
all stakeholders to ensure the sustainable use of the 
marine and coastal resources in the long term. This 
will strengthen the marine environment’s contribution 
in mitigating climate change and adapting to its 
impacts. The transitioning of Malta’s blue economy to 
one that is resource-efficient, resilient and sustainable 

FLOURISHING
SEAS

will be required to continue sustaining the various 
maritime economic sectors while safeguarding 
the future health and productivity of the same 
resources and the ecosystems in which they exist. 
The contribution of the marine environment to our 
wellbeing will be duly recognised and incremental 
behavioural change will be sought to ensure its 
responsible enjoyment. A holistic approach towards 
the governance of the marine environment will 
enable the above to be achieved, through the stronger 
implementation of existing policies and the creation 
of appropriate frameworks and mechanisms, while 
ensuring that the required resources are mobilised 
towards such actions and supported by a strong 
knowledge base through research and sound data.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
CSD, DFA, EHD, ERA, EWA, GRDA, LCA, MAFA, 
MCAST, MCST, MEEE, MEYR, MFE, MFT, MFWS, MTA, 
MTIP, NGOs, PA, PWD, TM, UM, WSC
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Strategic Objective 6.1 
Pressures and threats 

affecting coastal and marine 
waters will be reduced

Strategic Objective 6.2 
The natural marine 

environment will be managed 
to support the conservation 

of marine and coastal 
resources in the long term

Strategic Objective 6.3 
Degraded marine ecosystems 

will be restored or 
rehabilitated to increase 

the ecosystem services they 
provide and their contribution 
to climate change mitigation 

and adaptation

Strategic Objective 6.4 
Malta’s blue economy will 
continue to transition to a 
more resource-efficient, 

resilient and sustainable one 
for the wellbeing of current 

and future generations

Strategic Objective 6.5  
Behaviours that promote 

responsible use of the 
marine environment will be 

increased

Strategic Objective 6.6 
The knowledge base will be 
strengthened and synergies 
maximised to further enable 

efficient and sustainable 
decision making for the 

marine environment

Strategic Objective 6.7  
A horizon scanning framework 

will be established to assess 
activities known to influence 
the marine environment for 

emerging issues
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This Goal seeks to achieve the following overarching 
environmental aims:
• Groundwater and inland surface water bodies will 

have a good chemical and ecological status and a 
good quantitative status

• The flows and interlinkages of the freshwater 
network will be fully understood and functional

Water resources will be sustainably managed to meet 
the national water demand and continue sustaining 
ecosystem health. The continued integration of the water 
supply and demand management measures will be sought, 
factoring in both anthropogenic and natural system 
needs. Water provision systems will continue to be 
remodelled to have minimal impact on the natural water 
environment. 

The gap between natural water resource abstraction 
and recharge to aquifer systems will be narrowed, 
guaranteeing that the major groundwater aquifer systems 

Strategic Goal 7: 

Sustainable Water Resources that 
Ensure Long-Term Use and Support 
Water-Dependent Ecosystems 
Freshwater is a critical natural resource which provides several services for society and biodiversity, not least of 
which are the production of potable water and agricultural irrigation. Due to climatic and geographic factors, Malta 
has a very low natural freshwater availability, in terms of groundwater and surface water bodies both of which are 
fed by rainwater. This natural scarcity is exacerbated by high consumption demands due to a high population density 
and associated daily activity. Efforts will focus on the integration of water management measures, whereby water 
use systems will continue to be remodelled to have minimal impact on natural water resources, with the objective of 
ensuring water bodies have a good quantitative and qualitative status. This will be supported by a transition towards 
diligent and efficient consumption of Malta’s limited natural water resources and maximising opportunities for 
rainwater harvesting and alternative water supply sources, while sustaining water-dependent biodiversity. Resilience 
to account for emerging risks and climate change effects will be increased.

achieve and maintain good quantitative status. Due 
regard will also be given to the impeding threat of more 
arid climate projections. Water consumption efficiency 
will increase and water waste will be minimised 
through various enabling tools. Aquifer recharge will 
be enhanced through various means such as through 
green infrastructure and increasing the water retention 
capacity of our valleys. The resource value of wastewater 
will continue to be recognised through its treatment 
and eventual reuse. Due priority will also be given to 
address pressures, such as the water demands of the 
agricultural and industrial sectors, pollution concerns, 
surface water abstraction and any unregulated or illegal 
groundwater abstraction. The conservation of natural 
surface water environments will be strengthened, with 
a special focus on essential water-dependent habitats 
and species. Synergies with the biodiversity policies 
will be strengthened, ensuring that water-dependent 
habitats and species are maintained in an integrated 
manner. The creation of a national hydrological model 
of environmental system flows will allow for the 
identification and filling of important data gaps in 
Malta’s water balance, allowing for a more accurate 
assessment of the state of the water environment 
and allowing for the development of other models 
that support the strategic alignment of environmental 
wellbeing. These efforts will be aided by improved 
understanding of the value of services provided by water 
resources.

Long-term national water conservation campaigns will 
be maintained in order to secure behavioural change, 

SUSTAINABLE
WATER RESOURCES
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Strategic Objective 7.1 
Water resources will be 
managed and pressures 

addressed to ensure 
sustainability in meeting the 
national water demand and 
sustaining ecosystem health

Strategic Objective 7.2 
A behavioural change 

throughout society will be 
enabled to further increase 
efficient water consumption

Strategic Objective 7.4 
The value of the services 

provided by water resources 
and its consumption will be 

assessed to inform 
decision-making

Strategic Objective 7.5
The knowledge base will be 
strengthened and used to 

model long-term planning to 
inform decision-making

Strategic Objective 7.6 
A horizon scanning framework 

will be established to assess 
activities known to influence 

freshwater bodies for 
emerging issues

Strategic Objective 7.3 
Research and innovation 

on water conservation will 
increase and findings will 

be implemented to address 
water stress and guide policy

with a focus on everyday decisions both within the 
home and work environments. This will be supported 
by research and innovation in this field, the findings of 
which will be duly considered in national water policy, 
as well as in supporting the private sector in rethinking 
their business models for innovation or investment in 
eco-friendly solutions that increase water efficiency. 
The systematic evaluation of prospective water resource 
risks together with the identification of critical needs or 

gaps that must be addressed, will allow for the adoption 
of an adaptive type of management regime which takes 
into consideration future risks, involving the monitoring 
and management of emerging issues.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
AM, BCA, Chamber of Commerce, Chamber of SMEs, 
EWA, ERA, IM, MAFA, MCAST, MCST, MEEE, MTIP, 
Parks Malta, PA, UM, WSC 
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Strategic Goal 8: 

Enabling and Empowering  
the Required Green Transition
Malta has so far largely relied on legal instruments to respond to environmental challenges. These mainly involve efforts 
to comply with environmental obligations arising out of EU legislation or other international agreements. Enabling and 
empowering a meaningful change for a green transition will see the take-up of a mix of tools, with priority given to those 
that promote joined-up governance and support the transformation of our economy to one which is resource-efficient, 
competitive and sustainable in the long term. These efforts will be complemented with associated actions focusing on 
the scaling up of compliance assurance, economic instruments, communication and education to effectively change 
behaviours and empower different sectors of society to contribute to this green transition.

The implementation of multi-faceted responses 
will enable the changes that are required for a 
green transition and bring about environmental 
improvement. A joined-up, interdisciplinary approach 
to environmental governance based on the strategic 
direction provided by the NSE will result in the 
environment being recognised as fundamental to 
a system supporting overall wellbeing. Within this 
context, coherent policies will ensure integration of 
environmental aspects to maximise their potential 
benefits for quality of life.

The economy will transition towards becoming 
greener in support of a circular and low carbon 
economy, while success will not be determined solely 
on the basis of economic growth, but also on quality 
of life and wellbeing. Interdisciplinary wellbeing 
indices and modelling tools will support the definition 
of such metrics, as well as the interplay between 
key environmental, social and economic indicators. 
National policy will be guided accordingly for the 
achievement of wellbeing targets. The economy 
will be diversified to rethink or shift away from 
environmentally-damaging sectors while creating 
alternative business opportunities and green jobs. 

Green financing will be mainstreamed to support 
environmental considerations in investment 
decisions. Investments and schemes that facilitate 
the redirection to greener sectors will also be enabled 
while safeguarding competitiveness. Furthermore, 
practices that improve environmental performance 
will be promoted and recognised.

A behavioural change in cultural mindsets of all 
strata of society will be enabled through continuous 
and effective communication, education and public 
awareness raising. Furthermore, green upskilling, re-
skilling, multi-skilling, and the possibility of enhancing 
transferable skills in the workforce will be pursued, 
whilst also encouraging and supporting the greening 
of different economic sectors. The increased uptake 
of voluntary behaviours will cumulatively result in a 
significant environmental improvement. This will be 
coupled with assuring compliance of legal obligations, 
including by enhancing enforcement efforts. 

Research and innovation will be fostered to provide 
a sound environmental knowledge base to inform 
policy decisions while finding effective solutions for 
environmental challenges. International cooperation 
and collaboration will minimise transboundary 
environmental challenges, while the specific 
challenges of small island states such as Malta will be 
considered in international fora.

Key players involved in the success of this goal include: 
Accountancy Board, CBM, Chamber of Commerce, 
Chamber of SMEs, Civil Society/Voluntary 
Organisations, Customs, EHD, ERA, eSkills Malta 
Foundation, EU Funds, IPS, LCA, LESA, MCAST, 
MCCAA, MCST, MEEE, MEFL, MEYR, MFE, MFSA, 
MFT, MFWS, MPF, MSE, MTA, PA, REWS, SEM, TM, 
UM, Other Regulators and Facilitators

ENABLING
CHANGE
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Strategic Objective 8.1 
A joined-up approach to 

environmental and resources 
management will be instilled 

to promote sustainable 
development, wellbeing and 

climate resilience

Strategic Objective 8.2 
Mechanisms will be 

mainstreamed to catalyse a 
green economic transition in 
support of a circular and low 

carbon economy

Strategic Objective 8.3 
Investments and schemes 

that facilitate the redirection 
to greener sectors will be 

enabled while safeguarding 
competitiveness

Strategic Objective 8.4  
Practices that improve 

environmental performance 
will be promoted and 

recognised

Strategic Objective 8.5 
Compliance assurance 
will increase to support 

successful implementation 
of environmental policy

Strategic Objective 8.6 
Environmental knowledge 

and skills will be 
mainstreamed in education 

and training systems to 
support the green transition 

Strategic Objective 8.7 
Effective communication 

efforts will mobilise a 
change in mindset and 

behaviour

Strategic Objective 8.8 
Research, development 

and innovation will actively 
contribute to creatively 

address Malta’s environmental 
challenges

Strategic Objective 8.9  
Malta will continue to actively 

engage in international 
cooperation initiatives to 

manage environmental issues 
of a transboundary nature
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Work on the Strategy will not stop with its publishing. 
The Strategy will be maintained as a living document. 
It will be reviewed as necessary, and in accordance 
with the requirements of the Environment Protection 
Act (Cap. 549), so that it can adapt and respond to 
new evidence and opportunities. Reports will be 
published to provide the conclusions of these reviews 
or update the Strategy as needed.

To turn the Strategy into reality, Action Plans will be 
developed, each covering roughly a 10-year period 
until 2050. These Action Plans will translate the 
content of the NSE into more specific and tangible 
actions which will contribute to the fulfilment of 
the Wellbeing First Vision by 2050. Feasibility 
assessments and capacity requirements will also be 
factored in.

REALISING THE STRATEGY
In order to measure progress, a monitoring framework 
will be developed for the Strategy and its Action 
Plans. The regular and comprehensive State of the 
Environment Report (SOER) will be instrumental in 
contributing towards evaluating the effectiveness 
and success of the NSE, through indicators to track 
and report progress towards achieving the Strategy 
outcomes. This, together with other monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms that may be necessary, such as 
committees, will guide improvements to the Strategy 
and our approach to delivery.
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AM Ambjent Malta
BCA Building & Construction 

Authority
CBM Central Bank of Malta
CEMalta Circular Economy Malta
CSD Continental Shelf Department
DFA Department of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture
EHD Environmental Health 

Directorate
ERA Environment and Resources 

Authority
EU European Union
EWA Energy and Water Agency
GRDA Gozo Regional Development 

Authority
IM Infrastructure Malta
IPS Institute for the Public Services
KTP Kamra tal-Periti
LA Lands Authority
LCA Local Councils Association
LESA Local Enforcement System 

Agency 
LGD Local Government Division
MAFA Ministry for Agriculture, 

Fisheries, Food and Animal 
Rights

MCAST Malta College of Arts, Science & 
Technology

MCCAA Malta Competition and 
Consumer Affairs Authority

MCESD Malta Council for Economic and 
Social Development

MCST Malta Council for Science and 
Technology

MDA Malta Developers Association
MDIA Malta Digital Innovation 

Authority
ME Malta Enterprise
MEEE Ministry for the Environment, 

Energy and Enterprise
MEFL Ministry for the Economy, 

European Funds and Lands
MESD Ministry for Energy, Enterprise 

and Sustainable Development

List of acronyms/abbreviations

MEYR Ministry for Education, Sport, 
Youth, Research and Innovation

MFE Ministry for Finance and 
Employment

MFSA Malta Financial Services 
Authority

MFT Ministry for Tourism
MFWS Malta Foundation for the 

Wellbeing of Society
MHRA Malta Hotels and Restaurants 

Association
MITA Malta Information Technology 

Agency
MPF Malta Police Force
MPT Malta Public Transport
MRA Malta Resources Authority
MSE Malta Stock Exchange
MSFC Ministry for Social Justice 

and Solidarity, the Family and 
Children’s Rights

MTA Malta Tourism Authority
MTIP Ministry for Transport, 

Infrastructure and Capital 
Projects

NGOs Non-Governmental 
Organisations

NSE National Strategy for the 
Environment

NSO National Statistics Office
OPM Office of the Prime Minister
PA Planning Authority
PPD Plant Protection Directorate
PWD Public Works Department
REWS Regulator for Energy and Water 

Services
SCH Superintendence of Cultural 

Heritage
SEM Servizzi Ewropej f’Malta
SPH Superintendence of Public 

Health
TM Transport Malta
UM University of Malta
VRD Veterinary Regulation 

Directorate
WBRU Wild Birds Regulation Unit
WSC Water Services Corporation
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